
^imm





y
2^. 75

,

^ 7^









Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2016

https://archive.org/details/minutesofgeneralOOamer





[PRINTED FOE THE USE OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE.]

MINUTES
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Minutes of the General Meeting of the American Missionaries

of the Bombay Presidency, held at Ahmednuggur, December^

1854, on occasion of the visit of a Deputationfrom the Pru-

dential Committee of the American Board of Commissioners

for Foreign Missions.'^

First Session.

December 6, 3 p. m.

Met at the house of Mr. Ballantine the following persons;

—

Rev. Rufus Anderson, D. D. P
, .

A rr. c Deputation.
„ Aug. C. Thompson )

,, S. B. Monger
,, H. Ballantine

,, S. B. Fairbank

,, R. G. Wilder

,, Allen Hazen
,, William Wood
,, Geo. Bowen
,, Wm. P. Barker

(1834) Missionary at Bliingar.

(1835)

(1846)

(1846)

(1847)

(1848)

(1848)

(1S53)

,, Ahmednuggur.

,, Bombay.

,, Kclapur.

„ Ahmednuggur.

,, Satara.

„ Bombay.

„ Ahmednuggur.

The meeting was opened with prayer by Dr. Anderson.

Messrs. Fairbank, Hazen, Wilder and Wood were ap-

pointed a Committee to nominate officers; and reported

recommending Mr. Ballantine as Chairman, Mr. Bowen as

Clerk .

—

Adopted.

Further that Mr. Barker be Joint Clerk,

—

Adopted.

The Instructions of the Prudential Committee of the A. B.
C. F. M. to the Deputation, were communicated to the Meet-
ing by Dr. Anderson and read by the Clerk. The following

is a copy ;

—

* The proceedings here printed, for private ^lse, are those of the General

Meeting of the American Missionaries. The Deputation, though assisting in the

deliberations of the meeting, did not vote in any case; and they reserved to them-

selves and to the Prudential Committee the adoption, or otherwise, of the opinions

and recommendations embodied in the proceedings.
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Instructionsfor the Rev. Rufus Anderson, D. D. and the Rev. Augustus

C. Thompson, Deputation of the Board of American Commissioners for

Foreign Missions to the Missions in India.

The powers of the Deputation are expressed in the following resolution

adopted hy the Prudential Committee at a meeting held April 25, 1854;

namely ;

—

“Resolved, That the Rev. Rufus Anderson, D. D., Senior Correspond-

ing Secretary of the Board, and the Rev. Augustus C. Thompson, one

of the members of the Prudential Committee, be, and they hereby are,

appointed Agents and Representatives of the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Missions, to visit their Missions in India, with full

power and authority to give such directions to the several Missions,

which shall be visited by them, as they shall judge that the best interests

of the Missions demand, in all cases in which it shall be their united judg-

ment that the exigency is such as will not justify delay for ihe action of

the Prudential Committee ;—^jirovided, however, that the action of the

said agents and representatives shall in all things be subject to the revision

of the Prudential Committee; and that they shall not be at liberty to make
appropriations of money other than those made by the Prudential Com-
mittee.”

1. By means of this Deputation the Prudential Committee seeks to do

that for the several India Missions, which cannot be accomplished effect-

ually by mere correspondence. The grand object is not the survey of the

country, nor of its people and their pagan manners and institutions, but

to confer with the missionaries residing on the ground, individually, and

in their collective capacity as missions.

In each of the missions of the Board, after such visits to the several

stations as time shall permit, Ihe Deputation will request the members of

the mission they are visiting to assemble for free conference and dis-

cussion on such subjects as the Deputation or the Mission itselfshall desire

to receive particular attention
; and the Deputation are authorized to •

make such provision as they deem proper for defraying the expenses of

the meeting. Some convenient way will of course be devised for embody-

ing the proceedings of these meetings, so as to make them most available

for the use of the Prudential Committee; and the Deputation, in transmit-

ting those proceedings to the Missionary House, will be expected also to

signify how far their views coincide with those of their brethren.

2. It is made the duty of the Deputation everywhere to see how far

the oral preaching of the Gospel is actually Ihe leading object and W'ork of

the missions; and to exert themselves, fraternally, to encourage the deter-

mination of every brother and sister “ to know nothing” among the heath-

en “but Jesus Christ and him crucified.”

3. It is a leading object with the Committee, in sending this represent-

ation, to ascertain for their own guidance more clearly than they have

been able hitherto to do by correspondence and by conference with missio-

naries on their visits home, to what extent, in India, the missions of the

Board are prepared to rely on the oral preaching of the Gospel, and
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to dispense with the pioneering and preparatory influence of Schools;

and especially of Schools in which the use of the English language is

a prominent and characteristic feature.

4. As the Mahratta Missions will he the earliest visited, the most per-

plexing and diflicult of all the questions that will require their attention,

and which was one of the special reasons for their appointment, will be

among the first that call for settlement; namely “ How far the institution

by Scotch and English Societies, of large and expensive schools in the

great cities, resembling- those of tlie East India Government in every thing

but the exclusion of Christianity, is a reason why the Board should insti-

tute similar schools in Bombay and Madras.” An early settlement of this

question is much desired by the brethren of the Mahratta Missions, and by

the Committee, but it is not made incumbent on the Deputation to give an

opinion before visiting the Madura and Ceylon Missions, should they need

the additional information to be obtained in those quarters.

At present, it is the strong persuasion of the Prudential Committee,

that no School can properly be sustained by the funds of the Board, in

which the vernacular language is not the grand mediutn of instruction
;

and the Deputation will not feel at liberty to do any thing contrary to this

persuasion, without what shall seem to them very conclusive reasons.

5. It is time to inquire more earnestly as to the place which Schools

ought to hold in the system of missionary efforts among the heathen. And
the Deputation is instructed to procure an answer, as far as possible, to

the inquiry, whether, in general, missionary Schools should not be restrict-

ed to converts and stated attendants on preaching and their children. The
chief doubt of the Prudential Committee is, how far there are features in

the present transition state of the India population, that should retard the

strict application of this rule to the missions under the care of the Board
;

nor should the feelings, habits and long cherished views of many of our

respected brethren in the India missions, be by any means disregarded. On
this subject the Deputation will secure the most unrestricted interchange

of views with their brethren in each of the Missions, and as far as may be

with the brethren of the British missions.

6. The Committee Iiave never been able to appreciate the reasons for

so great a delay in putting native converts into the ministry, and into the

pastoral office. To this highly important point, therefore, the Deputation

will give particular attention.

7. It has seemed to the Committee, that the procuring ofhouses of wor-

ship in India, except for the use of the missionaries in the first instance,

is not among the duties incumbent on the churches of America, but they

should be furnished by the natives themselves; and that where aid from us

is deemed expedient, there is nothing in the history of apostolic times, nor

of the early periods of modern evangelical churches to justify an expendi-

ture with a view to securing architectural effect. The financial import-

ance of this subject will secure for it the attention of our brethren of the

Deputation wherever they go.

8. Our Printing Establishment at Madras is valued at thirty thousand
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dollars, and has large provision for job printing in English. TheDeputa-
tion is instructed to enquire, whether the cause of missions would suffer,

were this establishment reduced to a strictly Tamil basis. The large es-

tablishments at Bombay and Jaflha will also be subjected to similar in-

quiries.

9. The natural tendency of organizations is to merge the individual in

(he community. The Deputation is to observe what effect this principle

has in the missions, and how it may be so far counteracted as to secure a

healthful and proper degree of individual liberty and responsibility.

10. The employment, education, salaries and supervision of native

helpers, will be another object of great interest and importance.

11. It has seemed to the Committee, that of late years and in some of

the Missions, there has been an increasing disposition to form plans so as

specially to reach and affect the brahmans, and other high classes. The
arguments for a higher education are based somewhat on this. The
Deputation will ascertain whether there is any undue tendency in this di-

rection, having in view the apostolic precedents, and the result of aposto-

lical labors.

12. Although the Committee have thus called the attention of the De-
putation to some prominent topics to which their enquiries should be

directed, it is not intended to restrict them in their investigations
;
but

taking the Resolution by which they are appointed as their commission,

they will act in view of the solemn responsibilities placed upon them, and

possess themselves of all such information as they shall judge will be of

service to enlighten the Committee and the Board in the prosecution of

their great work, and adopt all such measures, within the scope of their

authority, as they shall judge that the interests of the various missions may
require.

13. The Prudential Committee need not bestow upon these beloved

members of their Deputation words of commendation to their brethren and

friends of the missions. Possessing the utmost confidence and love of the

Committee, and worthy of the highest respect and affection of all men,

they are entrusted with this important service, knowing as we do that,

with the blessing of God, rich and permanent benefits to all concerned

will result from their embassy.

May they come to the Missions full of the blessings cf the gospel of

peace; may the communion of the Holy Ghost be with them and the Mis-

sions in all their conferences; and may their report raise the affections

and quicken the zeal of their fellow Christians at home.

On behalf of the Prudential Committee of the American Board ofCom-
missioners for Foreign Missions and by their order.

Wm. J. Hubbard, Chairman of Prudential Committee.

S. B. Treat, Clerk ,, ,, ,,

Missionary House, Boston, July 28. 1S54.

It was suggested that there should be a Committee of busi-

ness.—Approved.
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Messrs. Hazen, Fairbank and Wilder were appointed such

a Committee.
It was suggested that there should be a Committee on De-

votional Exercises.—Approved.

The Chairman, and Messrs. Mungev and Wood were ap-

pointed such a Committee.
The following Resolution was submitted, and adopted:

—

Resolved, that the ladies of the Mission be invited to be pre-

sent at the meetings.

Devotional Exercises followed. The Scriptures were read

by Messrs. Ballantine and Bowen, and Messrs. Ballantine,

Thompson, Bowen and Wilder led in prayer.

Adjourned at 5 p. m. till Thursday, the 7th, at 9. a. m.

Second Session.

Thursday, Dec. 7, 9 a. m.

Met at the same place. Present, the same brethren; also

Miss Farrar, Mrs, Ballantine, Mrs. Hazen, Mrs. Barker and
Mrs. Munger. Opened with prayer by Mr. Barker.

Dr. Anderson read a Statement of the views of the Depu-
tation as at present informed, upon the subjects which they

supposed would be discussed by the Meeting. The reading
of this occupied fifty minutes.

The Committee on Business reported in favor of taking

up for discussion the following subject.

What should be the controlling' object in Missions to the hea-

then'l—whether the conversion of sinner.-?, the gathering of

these converts into churches and the ordaining of native pas-

tors over these churches,—whether to operate on men as in-

dividuals or as communities,—how this should affect our
plans and govern in the distribution of funds by the Pruden-
tial Committee,—how far this accords with apostolical usage.

A discussion an the above topics ensued, in which all the

brethren took part.

Adjourned at I to 1 p. m. to meet at 3 p. m.

Closed with prayer by Mr. Fairbank.

Third Session.

Thursday, Dec. 7, 3 p. m.

Met at the same place. Opened with prayer by Mr. Hazen.
Present the same brethren and the Rev. Lemuel Bissell,

(1851), Missionary at Seroor.

Mr. Hazen, on behalf of the Business Committee, reported
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proposing that Committees should be appointed on the fol-

lowing subjects
;
the report was adopted and the Chairman

named for the Co liinittees the persons below specified ;

—

1 Controlling object in Missions to

tlie Heathen

;

2 Preaching
;

3 Native Churches and Pastors ;

4 Education in Common Schools and

for Teachers and Catechists
;

6

The Printing Establishment
;

6 Results of past Missionary effort in

the Marathi country
;

7 Temporal aid from Mission funds for

indigent Native Christians
;

8 English High School at Bombay;
9 Native Teachers and Catechists ;

10 Caste and Polygamy;

11 Extension;

12 Translation of the Bible;

13 Visits to America

;

14 Buildings;

15 Salaries;

16 Grants in aid ;

17 Estimates and Appropriations ;

Messrs Munger, Wilder, Barker.

,, Ballantine, Munger, Bowen.
Ballantine, Fairbank.

Hazen, Ballantine, Bissell.

Fairbank, Wilder.

Fairbank, Hazen, Bowen.

Bissell, Fairbank.

Bowen, Fairbank, Wood.
Wilder, Wood, Hazen.

Wood, Bissell, Bowen.
Munger, Barker, Wood.
Ballantine, Fairbank.

Hazen, Fairbank, Munger.

Fairbank, Hazen, Barker.

Fairbank,Bissell,Ballantine.

Bowen, Bissell, Wood.
Hazen, Fairbank.

The following subject was introduced for discussion ;

—

Results ofpast efforts in the Marathi Country.

A discussion followed in which all took part. The causes

of the comparative want of success among the resident po-

pulation of Bombay and Ahmednuggur, were inquired into
;

and the strength of Caste and of European counter in-

fluence were mentioned. The relative importance of adult

converts, also of Mahar converts, was somewhat discussed :

also, whether the want of men devoted exclusively to the oral

preaching of the Gospel, was a cause of said want of suc-

cess. Adjourned at i past 5 p. m. to meet at 9 a. m. on Fri-

day. Closed with prayer by Mr. Munger.

Fourth Session.

Friday Dec. 8, 9 a. m.

All present.

Mr. Bissell read a portion of Scriptirre and led in prayer.

Arrangements were made for religious services during the

Meeting.
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Subject for discussion,

—

Preaching, its history in the Missions
;
difficulty in obtain-

ing congregations
;
present amount of preaching; what should

be attempted in chapels, chaudis, streets and conversational-

ly, in cities and villages, in preaching tours, village sojourn-

ing, village stations and concentration of labor in particular

districts
;
in short, the whole subject of making known the

Gospel in this land by means of preaching.

All the brethren gave, in succession, the results of their

experience with reference to the subject of Preaching.

Adjourned at 1 p. m. to meet at 9 a. m. on Saturday.

Closed with prayer by Mr. Wood.

Fifth Session.

Saturday, Dec. 9, 9 a. m.

All present. Additional, Mrs. Wilder, arrived from Seroor.

Dr. Anderson read a portion of Scripture and led in prayer.

The Committee on Buildings were directed to prepare es-

timates of the expense of building houses for missionaries at

out-stations.

The subject of Preaching was resvrmed and somewhat
further discussed.

The following subject was then taken up and discussed :

Native Churches and Pastors,—evidence of piety to be re-

quired for a public profession,—in what circumstances
churches should be formed,—pastoral care,—their relations

to the Mission,—relation of missionaries to them,—what they
should do towards the building of their houses of worship, the

supporting of their pastors and the education of their children,

—why no native pastorate heretofore,—whether natives

should be ordained evangelists,—licensing,—whether all

should be alike educated,—the various kinds of education,

—use of the English language in educating preachers,—sal-

aries,—whether it be expedient to connect them with mis-
sionaries in ecclesiastical bodies,—employing native pastors
occasionally in home missions,—adaptation of natives to

preaching,—value of their preaching.

Of the above general subject, only the following particu-

lars were discussed;—Native churches,—evidence of piety
to be required for a public profession.

Adjourned at I past 1 i>. m. to meet on Monday the 11th at

9 A. M.

Closed with prayer by Mr, Ballantine.
O
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Sixth Session.

Monday, Dec. 11, 9 a. m.

All present, with the exception of Mr. Thompson, who
was absent for a part of the Session on account of indisposi-

tion.

Mr. Barker read a portion of Scripture and led in prayer.

Returning to the subject of Preaching, the question, whe-
ther Missionaries should conduct formal services in English,

was discussed.

The general subject oi Nalive Churches and Pastors came
up again, and the following particulars were discussed; In

what circumstances churches should be formed,—what is

the minimum number of converts necessary to form a church,

—pastoral care,— relation of pastors to the churches,

—

whether missionaries should ever be pastors,—relation of

missionaries to the pastors and native churches,—what native

Christians should do towards building churches, supporting

pastors, educating children,—whether natives should be or-

dained evangelists,—licensing,—whether Mahar assistants

should be licensed,—whether all should be alike educated,

—whether native candidates for the ministry should ever be
required to learn the original languages,—whether they

should be encouraged to learn English,—salaries.

Adjourned at 1^ p. m. to meet on Tuesday, 9 a. m.

Closed with prayer by Mr. Bissell.

Seventh Session.

Tuesday, Dec. 12, 9 a, m.

All present.

Mr. Bowen read a portion of Scripture and led in prayer.

The subject of Preaching in English was briefly resumed.
The following subject then came up for discussion ;

—

Education in Common Schools and for Teachers ayid Cate-

chists ; history and expediency of common schools with
heathen teachers—expediency of heathen schools with
Christian teachers,—number of conversions in common
schools,—claims of the children of native Christians on the

Mission for education,—ought schools to be restricted to

them,—what limits should now be set to boarding-schools

for males and females,—education required by native teach-

ers and catechists,—importance of cultivating a know-
ledge of the vernacular language,—should English be taught

in any of these schools ?

Discussion on these topics ensued.
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Adjourned at 11 p. m. to meet on Wednesday, 9 a. m.
Closed with prayer by Mr. Hazeu.

Eighth Session.

Wednesday, Dec. 13, 9 a. m.

All present.

Mr. Fairbank read a portion of Scripture and led in prayer.

Some discussion look place on the subject of Boarding
schools for females.

This meeting having been invited to assist in the Ordina-
tion of Haripant Ramchandra and Ramkrishnapant Vena-
yak Modak as pastors ofchurches in Ahmednuggur, accepted
the invitation

;
and having been present at the examination of

these young men and found it satisfactory, voted to proceed
to their ordination at 3 o’clock this p. m. assigning the parts of

the service according to the following arrangement :

—

Mr. Bissell, the opening services.

,,
Fairbank, Prayer.

,,
Ballantine, Sermon.

,,
Wilder, Ordaining Prayer.

Dr. Anderson, Charge to the Pastors,

interpreted by Mr. Ballantine.

Mr. Thompson, the Right hand of Fellowship,

interpreted by Mr. Hazen.

,,
Bowen, Address to the people.

The following subjects were then discussed ;

—

The Printing Establishment-,—The extent of it—what it

has issued,—^job printing and profits,—the Dnyanodaya and

other periodicals printed,—how far it can now be reduced,

—

when reduced, whether an active clerical superintendence

cannot be superseded,—past influence of its establishment,

—how to guard against its great centralizing power,

—

Christian works now in the Marathi language and the need

there is of more.
Temporal aid from Mission fv.nds for indigent native

Christians;—What aid now afforded,—in what cases, if

ever, absolutely necessary,—in what manner best afforded,

—

industrial institutions,—what evidence of sincerity first re-

quired,—influence upon the converts or inquirers them-

selves,—upon others,—peculiarity in present circumstances,

—Brahman converts, Kunbi converts.

Adjourned at 1 p. m. to meet on Thursday, 9 a. m.

Closed with prayer by Mr. Munger.
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Ninth Session.

Thursday, Dec. 14, 9 a. m.

All present. Additional, Mrs. Bissell, arrived from Seroor.
Mr. Thompson read a portion of Scripture and led in

prayer.

Further discussion took place on the following subject :

—

Temporal aid from Mission funds for indigent Native
Christians

;
Whether such aid is indispensable in some form,

and should be given to Brahmans, to Kiinbis and to Mahars.
Methods of rendering aid, such as the Printing Establish-
ment, Boarding Schools, Industrial Schools, Compounds,
and direct allowance,—tendency of the system,—necessary
guards,—how far the Church members at the different sta-

tions receive pecuniary aid in the different forms,—its effect

in promoting a mercenary spirit in inquirers and converts,'

—

public sentiment created by it among the heathen, as to the

motives of converts,—under what head the allowance for it

should be placed in the annual appropriations,—whether the

usage of eompounds ought to be continued in the missions,

—effect of withholding appropriations for temporal aid to

inquirers and converts.

A petition was presented, signed by the native Christians

connected with the Ahmednuggur Mission, and addressed
to the Deputation, urging the desirableness of Schools of
Industry as a means of fitting converts for gaining their

livelihood independently of the Mission.

A translation of it was read by Mr. Hazen. *
The subject of an English High School at Bombay, was

taken up and discussed.

Adjourned at 1 o’clock p. m. to meet on Friday at 9 a. m.

Closed with prayer by Mr. Wilder.

Tenth Session.

Friday, Dec. 15, 9 a. m.

All present.

Dr. Anderson read a portion of Scripture and led in prayer.

Further discussion took place on the following subject:

—

An English High-school at Bombay to be maintained by

the Board. The reasons in favor of such an institution, and
whether it be, on the whole, expedient for the Board to

adopt the one now in existence.

The following was added to the list of subjeets for dis-

cussion, The distribution oftracts and scriptures,' ojid Messrs.

* .See Appendix.
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Wilder, Hunger and Fairbank, were appointed a Committee
on this subject.

Adjourned at 1^ p. m. to meet on Monday, 9 a. m.

Closed with prayer by Mr, Wood,

Eleventh Session,

Monday, Dec. 18, 9 a, m.

All present,

Mr. Ballantine read a portion of Scripture and led in

prayer.

Discussion took place on the following subject:

—

Native Teachers and Catechists ; their present number,

—

from what castes,—their actual and desirable education,

—

how employed,—their salaries,—on what principle a differ-

ence in their salaries,—whether rent shall be included in

their salaries,—their conveyances and travelling expenses.

Incidental discussion took place on the subject of vernacu-
lar schools with heathen teachers.

Adjourned at 12 minutes to 2 p, m. to meet at p. m.

Mr. Barker led in prayer.

Twelfth Session.

Monday, Dec. 18, 7^ p. m.

All present.

Mr. Bissell read from the word of God and led in prayer.

The subject of Native Teachers and Catechists was resumed
and the following questions were considered. When travel-

ling for their own affairs should their pay be continued, or their

expenses paid ? Should their widows receive support from
mission funds ? Should they receive pay for literary labor

from sources foreign to the Mission?
Adjourned at 9| p. m. to meet at 9 a. m. on Tuesday.
Closed with prayer by Mr. Bowen.

Thirteenth Session.

Tuesday, Dec. 19, 9 a. m.

All present.

Mr. Fairbank read a portion of Scripture and led in prayer.

Dr. Anderson read an Opinion of the Deputation on verna-

cular schools in Kolapiir and Satara.

The subject of Polygamy was discussed : whether it is or

ever has been tolerated in the churches belonging to these



14

missions;—what course should be pursued with regard to

persons with more than one wife, seeking admission to these
churches.

The opinions of judges of this country on the legality of
divorces made under such circumstances, or under other
circumstances, were adduced.
The opinions of the Rev. Mr. Barnes, Prof. Ilodge and

Prof. Goodrich on the subject of Polygamy, were read.

The subject of Casie was then taken up, and without dis-

cussion the following statement of the Rev. D. O. Allen,

D. D. was adopted as correct.

“ The Missionaries of the American Board in India and
Ceylon have always required a renunciation of caste, just as

much as ol idolatry and other parts of heathenism, of all con-
verts before they were baptized. No arrangements, nor
changes have ever been made in the seats, or the sitting in the

chirrches, or in the administration of the ordinances, on ac-

count of caste. Caste was in no respect recognized. All

men were treated as of one class as much as Christians in

this country
[
America] are so treated.”

The subject of Extaision was then discussed
;
the need of

moi’e laborers,—the localities where needed.

A discussion ensued on the subject of Buildings

;

the

houses of Missionaries, their size, description, expense, in

towns, in villages,—Chapels.

Adjourned at i>. m. to meet at 7^ p. m.

Closed with ju'ayer by Mr. Hazen.

Fourteenth Session.

Tuesday.) Dec. 19, 7^ p. m.

All present.

Opened with reading of the Scripture and Prayer by Mr.

Munger.
The subject of Buildings was resumed,—dwellings of

Missionaries,—Chapels in towns and villages,—houses of

native assistants in the villages.

Mr. Hazen read a paper on Visits to America.

Adjourned at 10 minutes to 10 p. M. to meet on Wednes-
day, 9 A. M.

Mr. Thompson led in prayer.

Fifteenth Session.

Wednesday, Dec. 20, 9 a. m.

All present.

Mr. Wilder read a portion of Scripture and led in prayer.
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The following subject was discussed :

—

The Salaries of the Missionaries of the Board in Bombay,
Ahmednuggur, Seroor, Kolapiir, Satara,—what they are,

—

what they should be,—what also in the rural districts,

—

conveyances.
Adjourned at p. m. to meet on Thursday, at 9 a. m.

Closed with prayer by Mr. Wood.

SiXTEP’NTH Session.

Thursday, Dec. 21, 9 a. m.

All present.

Dr. Anderson read a portion of Scripture and led in prayer.

The subject of Grants -in- aid as proposed to be made by
the Government of this country, to schools and colleges, was
discussed. Whether it be advisable or otherwise for the

missions of this Board to avail themselves of such grants.

A Report on Preaching was read by Mr. Ballantine, chair-

man of Committee. It was accepted, discussed and adopted.

The Report is as follows ;

—

Report on Preaching.

The duty of the Missionary is to preach the gospel, to preach it to the

Natives of the country whither he goes in a language which they can

understand, of course in their own tongue. His first business is to acquire

the language ; to learn to speak it with facility and accuracy. After acquir-

ing the language if he neglects to make use of it in making known to those

around him the blessed news of salvation, he is unfaithful to his trust.

There are different ways in which the gospel is to be preached in a

heathen country. Preaching to regular congregations in stated places is

important, but it should not be the only mode adopted by the missionary.

He should have other ways also of reaching the people. He should have

his places of preaching in different localities, he should visit places of

public resort and where large crowds assemble, and there address those

whom he may meet. He should traverse the country around, visiting

towns and villages, and labor to communicate the news of salvation to

those who are stilt in darkness. All these modes of preaching are in com-

mon use in our missions in this country.

In the first stages of a Mission station the only regular congregation

which can be collected will ordinarily consist of those natives who are

connected with the family of the Missionary, the persons employed in Mis-

sion service as pandits, teachers &c., the pupils of the schools sustained by

the Mission if such there are, and other persons who may come in from

friendliness of feeling or any other motive. Accordingto all our experience

it is not to be expected in ordinary cases that the natives on hearing the

gospel message will manifest much interest in the truth. The highercastes
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especially hate it because of the consequences of embracing it, and will

therefore avoid coining to the place where the truth is made known. It is

only after considerable labor has been expended in preaching the gospel and

after some have become Christians and a nucleus has thus been formed for

a worshipping congregation, that the missionary may hope to have regular

congregations on the Sabbath to w'hich he will find it interesting and plea-

sant to preach. When such congregations are formed, strangers will often

drop in, some will accompany their Christian friends, some will come from

curiosity, others from interest, and gradually the congregation will increase,

the word of God will make an impression, and it may then be hoped will

have free course in the community and be glorified.

In accordance with this statement we find the first notices of preaching

in the history of the Bombay Mission. In the Report of the Mission for

1815, after speaking of the commencement made by the missionaries in

preaching the gospel to the heathen, it is added
;
“But the reader must not

imagine that the heathen came by hundreds on the Sabbath to hear them,

and listened attentively like a Christian congregation to sermons half an

hour or an hour long. Instead of this they had no stated congregation of

heathen hearers. They were obliged to go to the temples, the markets,

and other places of public resort, and converse with such as would hear

them.”

In 1S22-3 a Chapel was built at Bombay and opened for worship, and

from that lime religious services were regularly held there on the Sabbath,

at first only once in Marathi, but afterwards twice, until the year 1813

when the afternoon service began to be held in a small Chapel in the

mission compound at Byculla. In the Report of the Bombay Mission for

1832, after mentioning that those who were in one way or other connected

with the mission were required to attend public worship on the Sabbath,

it is added that “others who are not connected with the mission often

come, still they seldom wait to hear a whole discourse. Few are yet to

be found among the natives who are disposed to suspend their usual labors

on the Sabbath to attend at the house of God and hear from his servants

the message of love.” This description is still true at all our Mission sta-

tions in the interior of the country as well as at Bombay.

In Ahmednuggur the first place occupied as a chapel by the Mission

was a small building on the site of the mission premises opposite the pre-

sent large Chapel. The place was at that time entirely open, and the only

persons who attended service regularly, wmre the inmates of the Poor

Asylum—these constituted the “permanent assembly,” and from these

poor people came most of the first converts received to the Church in

Ahmednuggur. It was emphatically the day of small things, and many of

the proud Brahmans of (he city must have looked down with supreme

contempt upon those who assembled for Christian worship in that humble

shed and upon the missionary making known to them the word of life.

But God was there and attended his word with power to the hearts of

some of those poor hearers. In 1836 the premises now occupied by Mr.
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Ballantine were rented and the chapel in his house was used for religious

services on the Sabbath. In 1837 (he present large chapel was erected on

the mission premises, and two services in Marathi have been held there

regularly on the Sabbath ever since.

In 1843 a small chape! was erected at Seroor in the native town, and a

religious service has been held there every Sabbath morning by the mis-

sionary at that place. Another service has been held regularly on Sabbath

afternoon in the school room at his house.

In 1846 a chapel was erected at Wadale, an out-station 40 miles distant

from Ahmednuggur, and religious services are held in it twice every Sabbath

by the native assistant in charge ofthe station, and occasionally by Mission-

aries visiting it. Religious services have also been held regularly on the.

Sabbath at Wadegaum, an out-station near Seroor, ever since 1846 when

Dajiba the native assistant went to reside there. In 1847 a chaudi or

small chapel was erected at Khokar near Wadale, and since June 1853 re-

ligious services have been held there on the Sabbath by the native assist-

ant at that place. In 1852 a native assistant was stationed at Dedgaum
and religious services are held there every Sabbath.

In 1849 a chapel was erected at Bhingar and two religious services have

been held in it every Sabbath by the missionary at that station up to the

present time, except during his absence.

In 1853 a chapel was erected at Satara and regular services have been

held in it since its completion, when the missionary was able to conduct

them. Previous to the erection of this building religious services wore

held in a school house. Religious services have also been held in school

houses in Kolapur during the years 1853 and 1854. A large chapel has

just been elected there.

Besides these public religious services it has been the uniform practice

of the missionaries at our different mission stations to have daily religious

exercises for all the natives on their premises. At these exercises a por-

tion of scripture is read and expounded, a longer or shorter time being oc-

cupied in this way according to circumstances, and the truths presented are

enforced u[)on the minds of those present. Many strangers often attend

these religious exercises on some of the Mission premises which are favo-

rably situated for this purpose, and thus a great amount of religious truth is

brought before the minds of those immediately around us, and of others al-

so 'vho have very few opportunities of becoming acquainted with the truth.

The practice of preaching in chaudfs has been pursued to sotne

extent at some of our mission stations. A building is erected on some
thoroughfare, and efforts are made to extend the knowledge of the gospel

by inviting in those who pass that way, and reading and explaining to

them the scriptures. Until a regular congregation can be collected on the

Sabbath, this is the only way in which the missionary can accomplish his

object of making known the word of God to the heathen with any degree

of satisfaction. This plan has been tried at various times in different

parts of Ahmednuggur. In 1834 a small open building was erected near a

mosque on a great thoroughfare in the northern part of the city, a few
3



steps from where the new chapel now stands, and the missionary visited it

every Sabbath for the purpose of giving instruction. The following

remarks made in regard to the success of this effort in the Report of the

Ahmednuggur Mission for 1836 (which was drawn up by Rev. D. O. Allen),

are applicable to many other efforts of a similar kind made since that

period. The report says; “the number of those who have been present at

this place has been very unequal, and has often consisted principally of

people who w'ere passing on the road and came in for a short time. Some
have given respectful attention, probably more from feelings of curiosity

than from any desire to know the truth. But many have manifested a

different spirit, some urging their objections, some zealous in defending

their own opinions and practices, some striving to show their ingenuity in

argument, some endeavouring to occupy the time by useless inquiries and

foolish cavils, and some manifesting their ill-will in the more offensive

manner of abuse, reviling and blasphemy. Still, notwithstanding this op-

position, this is an important and encouraging place. The people who live

near are acquiring a knowledge of Christianity, and many who have come
from other places to Ahmednuggur on business, often at this house hear

something of the way of salvation and obtain tracts and scriptures.”

Since that period other j)laces in Ahmednuggur have been occupied for

a time as places for preaching the gospel, houses or shops being hired for

the purpose, but they have been given up after a few months’ trial. The
work of discussing the truths of religion with angry Brahmans who do not

desire to know the truth has been found so severe, and the apparent good

fruit so little, that generally discouragement has been the result. More
recent efforts of the native brethren in preaching to the natives who may
be induced to stop at the gate of one of our compounds or at the new Chapel,

have appeared much more promising, and we hope to see this kind of labor

increase more and more. In 1850 a chaudi was built in the Mahar
quarters near the Maliwada gate and has been frequently occupied by the

missionaries and by some of the native assistants in preaching to the

Mdhars residing there. One of the native brethren has given instruction

there regularly every Sabbath morning for some months. Similar means

of making known the gospel have been used at other Mission stations, but

to what extent is not now known.

It should be mentioned in connection with this part of the subject, that

preaching in our school houses to the scholars and companies of people

assembled there, has been practised very generally in past years at all our

Mission stations.

The practice of preaching in the streets of the city has been common at

Bombay and Ahmednuggur ever since the establishment of these stations,

and also at the other stations occupied by our missionaries, but in general

it has been found to be attended with some peculiar disadvantages. There

is opportunity for the exhibition of more abuse and violence on the part of

the natives, and less hope of getting a favorable hearing of the gospel in

this way than in any other. Sometimes however in street preaching the

results are more encouraging. When the missionary instead of seeking
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for large audiences, converses with a few who gather round him and

endeavours to avoid every thing which will bring together a crowd or excite

a tumult, presenting the truths of the gospel in a conciliatory manner, he

feels great satisfaction in view of the efforts he has made to impart a

knowledge of the gospel. Conversation with a few in the streets or at the

door of a shop, is generally more encouraging than addressing a crowd.

A great amount of time and labor lias been expended in making tours

and preaching to the people of distant villages, towns, and cities. These
labors were commenced soon after the arrival of our missionaries at Bom-
bay, and have been continued at all our stations more or less ever since.

These tours have been more distant, extending sometimes to places 300

miles from the residence of the missionary
;
or they have been made to a

particular field where interest has been manifested and where the object

has been to follow up the impressions previously made by the truth ;—or

they have been made to neighboring villages, when the missionary having

pitched his tent at some central place holds daily religious services there

and visits the villages immediately around, and after a few days passes on

with his tent to another central village. Each of these modes of tnaking

tours is attended with some peculiar advantages. It seems important

that the missionary should stay long enough in a place to see whether any

interest is developed in any mind in connection with his preaching, and

wherever any interest appears to be excited, to follow it up with further

instruction, and it is important also that repeated visits should be made to

places where the Holy Spirit seems to be working on the minds of men.
By thus co-operating with God, following where he leads and laboring

where his providence directs, we may expect the most satisfactory results

of our labors. And wherever several individuals are converted to God,
there a native catechist should be placed and the interest extended as far

as possible, and new centres of light being thus established one alter

another, we may hope for the more rapid diffusion of the knowledge of

the gospel through the whole country around. In all our endeavours to

preach the gospel it seems very important that the providences of God
should be watched and carefully followed, and although hopes may often

be disappointed, yet God will not let his word return unto him void. We
know not which shall prosper this or that, but we may rest assured that

some seed shall spring up and bear fruit to the praise of his glory.

The course of the missionary in regard to preaching must be different in

the same place according to the different stages of the work. When he

first enters upon his labors at a new station, his great effort will be to

draw people around him and interest them in the presentation of gospel

truth. In doing this it will not probably be found necessary to make use

of schools in order to collect a congregation, as has been hitherto deemed

important in most of our missions. The missionary, who declines to esta-

blish schools for this purpose, must go forth to one place and another,

preaching in the streets to small companies or gathering larger companies

around him at chaudis or in the chapel. When conversions occur he

must instruct his converts in the Christian faith. He must have bis regular
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congregations on tlie Sabbath, for which he must exert hiraselfin preparing
religious instruction, feeding the flock of God over which the Holy Ghost
hath made him an overseer. But he must not be satisfied with this. He
must look beyond the mere pastorate of a church. He must endeavour to

collect native churches in different places, and he must train up some of
his converts to be the pastors of these churches. He should be prepared
to commit the truths of the gospel to faithful men that they may teach

them to others also. As they increase in knowledge of the distinctive

doctrines of the gospel and in adaptation to the work of making them
known to others, he must give them the opportunity of exercising their

talents, standing out of the way when necessary, that they may gradually

be preparing to come forward and perform the duties of faithful ministers

of Jesus Christ. He sliould ever himself be aiming at farther extension,

seeking liow he may collect new churches and prepare pastors for them,

thus making all his plans subserve the one object of fully planting the

gospel of Christ in the country where he resides, by the establishment of

churches with their appropriate pastors and other officers. The missionary

should feel it to be his business to go forward and find out where new
churches can be established, collect the nucleus and then furnish the na-

tive laborer who shall carry on the work. Dr. Judson said, when he had

succeeded in collecting a church of one hundred members in Burmah, that

he was satisfied ; his anticipations of success were fully realized. The
days of the pioneers of Christian missions are now passed. Henceforth

let it be the aim of the missionary to collect, not one church of a hundred

members, but twenty, fifty, or a hundred churches over \vhich native pas-

tor® shall be placed. With such an object in view, the minor plans of a

missionary will all be arranged more wisely than if he makes his arrange-

ments to remain an indefinite time in one spot. And not only so, the views

of the churches which he gathers will be more correct than if he settles

down in one place feeling little interest in the regions beyond. If he labors

to extend the gospel with its privileges to the whole country round, his

churclies and their pastors will be churches and pastors of the right kind,

possessed of a missionary spirit and laboring with one heart for the spread

of the gospel among their countrymen. On the contrary if the missionary

becomes absorbed in teaching or in home labor, there is great danger, as

we all have had opportunity to observe, that his young men will also be

absorbed in study or teaching or some other local occupation, and their

views w'iil thus become, very much confined, and instead of being good sol-

diers of Jesus Christ there is great reason to fear they will becorric effem-

inate, delicate, worldly, and unfit to do the work of an evangelist or to

labor efficiently in the cause of their Master.

Let not the missionary then regard himself as a mere ])reacher or pas-

tor of a native Church, but rather as a trainer and educator of preachers.

The work of preaching the gospel is indeed a glorious W'ork
;
how much

more important and honorable, then, for the missionary in addition to the

work of preaching, to train others who sliall proclaim the message of sal-

vation to their countrymen. The missionary should have both kinds of
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work on his hands, and the better he is able to preach, the better he will

be able to train his converts for the same work. And the more he engages

in preaching himself, taking care at the same time to give them all needed

opportunities to exercise their gifts, the more he will excite them also to

labor in the same way. And the more widely he extends his efforts in

preaching the gospel of Christ and in gathering churches, the more etfect-

ive and devoted may he expect his converts to become in the cause of their

Master.

Thus Timothy who had so long been Paul’s companion in travel and in

labors, who had fully known his manner of life, purpose, faith, longsutfer-

ing, charity, patience, persecutions and afflictions which came upon him,

was prepared to follow his example, to be “like minded” with the great

Apostle. He was ready to “ abide at Ephesus,’' or to go to Corinth, or to

any part of the world where the Apostle wished him to labor in comj)leting

the work which he had commenced. May all our missionaries be the

means of raising up many Timothys like minded with Paul, who shall be

entirely devoted fo the work of preaching the unsearchable riches of grace

to their countrymen, and then may we hope that this land will be speedily

evangelized. Until the work of collecting churches and j)lacing native

pastors over them is commenced in earnest, the day of the evangelization

of India must be regarded as still far distant. To this work, then, let the

efforts of every missionary be directed.

In reference to preaching in English it may be added, that this is no part

of the appropriate work of a missionary. He is sent out to preach the

gospel to the heathen, and all the efforts which he makes for any other ob-

ject than that to which his life has been devoted, absorb strength and labor

which should be otherwise employed. It is a poor expenditure of mission

funds to send a man several thousand miles and support him while acquir-

ing the native language, and then allow him to sjiend a portion of his time

in preaching in English when he might he engaged in his appropriate

work of preaching to the heathen. Man}' missionaries have found by pain-

ful experience, that the effort required to continue preaching in English at

the same time wdth their usual labors in the native language was too much
for their strength, and that it w as a very expensir e operation to sustain

English preaching at the risk of healtli and even life. The missionary

should never by such labors diminish his efficiency in the appropriate

work to which his life has been devoted.

A Report on the English High School in Bombay was read
by Mr. Bowen, Chairman of Committee. Some discussion

followed and it was recommitted. At the request of the com-
mittee, Mr. Bissell was added to their number and appointed
chairman, Mr. Wood resigning.

Mr. Fairbank, chairman of the Committee on the Printing
Establishment at Bombay read a report on that subject, which
was accepted, and adopted. The Report is as follows :



22

Report on the Printing Establishment,

Our Printing Establishment is located in Bombay and is styled the
“ American Mission Press.” It includes besides the printing department
a bindery and a foundery, and it is in all its parts in efficient working or-

der. It employs not far from 125 workmen, of whom about one half are

boys. It contains 7 Hand Printing Presses, 1 Lithographic Press, 1

Embossing Press, 2 Standing Presses (for smoothing the printed paper) 2

Cutting Machines (for trimming the edges of books), 7 furnaces and other

foundery apparatus &c. &c.

It possesses the moulds and matrices for casting three founts of English

type of the sizes called Small Pica, Long Primer and Bourgeois
; the

moulds, punches and matrices for 7 Marathi founts, Balbodh character,

(viz. Small Pica, English light face, English heaiy face. Great Primer, 2

line English, 2 line Small Pica, 3 line Small Pica); 1 Maratlu fount. Mod
character; 3 Gujarati founts (viz. Small Pica, English and Great Primer,)

and 1 Zand fount. It has 2 small founts of type for printing Hindusthani.

The above founts enable us also to print Sindlu, Hindi, Sanskrit, Persian

and Arabic. It has a fount of Music type. It has English type of various

kinds, plain and fancy, sufficient for carrying on job printing to the ex-

tent that one proof reader can manage.

Under the able manageme nt of Dr. Allen, the Press was brought to a

high state of efficiency and its profits sufficed, for several years, to meet

the expenses of the Bombay Mission. This profit was mainly if not entire-

ly derived from job printing. Besides the printing done forjirofit, the Press

has done all the printing of our Marathi Missions from its establishment,

and all the printing of the Bombay Tract and Book Society and the Bom-
bay Bible Society, for many years past.

The proportion of printing in the vernaculars is more than of the

whole. The proportion of printing for the Am. Board indirectly, about

To aufi, indirectly, through the Tract and Bible Societies, 2% or f of the

whole, or altogether about ,’0 of the whole.

It seems desirable to reduce the amount of j)rinting done at our Press.

To effect this, the job printing can all be given up.

The printing for the Am. Board, and for the Bible and Tract Societies

cannot at present be done properly elsewhere. The amount of clerical

superintendence required, would be much reduced by giving up the job

printing, but such superintendence cannot be entirely dispensed with until

a class of printers, not now in Bombay, be found fit for the work. The

proofs of Christian publications in Marathi, and especially of the Bible,

must be read by some missionary and he will usually be the Superinten-

dent of the Press.

There is also a general superintendence of purchases, expenditures and

accounts &c., that cannot now be thrown off his shoulders.

The giving up job printing will sacrifice the profits of the establishment

and will result in some irregularity in the supply of work, so that a com-

paratively larger number ofworkmen will be required for the w'ork done

and the cost of printing a specific work will be considerably increased.
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At present the work flowing in from many sources equalizes itself, fills

all the corners and interstices, and forms a steady current. This is desira-

ble in a pecuniary point of view. But the objections to employing the time
of the missionary and the funds of (he Board for making money, are so

strong as to require the proposed retrenchment.

There are similar reasons that may require giving up the work of the

Benevolent Societies, when there are means provided for doing the work
properly elsewhere.

Our Press has from its establishment taken the lead of printing in Bom-
bay as to correctness and neatness. The tasteful style of tracts and books

got up within the last few years has had much to do in securing the large

sale of Christian books and tracts by hawkers. Its influence as a Christian

press has been very extensive, but this is a matter that does not admit of

great definiteness of statement, because such influence is widely diffused.

The workmen employed in the press mostly attend our Marathi Sab-

bath services and there is a short exercise of reading the Scripture and

prayer at the opening of the press every day just after the roll is called.

There is a centralizing power in the press and hence a necessity for

guarding against its absorbing too much missionary labor and employing

young members of the church at a trade, who might else be useful as

teachers or catechists
;
and also collecting those who would be more influ-

ential if left in their villages. But on the other hand the establishment is

valuable as forming an industrial school, affording the means of giving

trades to some Christians who would else find it difficult or impossible to

obtain the means of a comfortable livelihood.

There are at present eight who have received baptism, who are employ-

ed in the press.

A list of the principal works that have been printed, which have to do

with the extension of Christianity in this country is appended,* and will

help to form an estimate of the influence the press has exerted.

This list contains works on the fundamentals of Christianity, Nar-

rative Tracts, Moral and Ethical Tracts, some Controversial Tracts, some

Tracts against Hinduism, a partial series of School Books, the whole Bi-

ble, Hymn Books, &c.

But even of these classes oftracts new ones or careful revisions are need-

ed, and besides, such works as Commentaries on parts of Scripture, Ser-

mons, Theological Class Books, Theological Treatises, a Bible Dictionary,

a Scripture Manual, a Concordance as soon as the version of Scripture is

sufficiently settled, or at least a Bible with Marginal notes.

This list might be much extended.

Adjourned at 12 M. to meet at 7| p. m.

Closed with prayer by Mr. Ballantine.

See Appendix.
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Seventeenth Session.

Thursday, Dec. 21, 1\ v. m.

All present.

Mr, Barker read a portion of Scripture and led in prayer.

Mr. Munger, chairman of the Committee on The Control-

ling object in Blissions to the heathen, read a Report on that

subject which was accepted, discussed and adopted. The
Report is as follows:

—

Report on the Controlling Object in Missions to the
Heathen.

There are fliree facts nhich indicate tlie place which the conversion of

sinners should hold in the regards and purposes of those who plan and

execute the work of Missions to the Heathen. 1. The first fact wiiich I

niention is this. Tlie conversion of sinners engages the highest regards of

all the inhabitants of Heaven. Tliis object stands foremost in point of

interest among all the revealed juirposes of the adorable and ever blessed

Trinity. The conversion of sinners was tlie controlling object in the mind

of God, the Father, when He proposed to his well beloved Son to become

the surely and substitute of that portion of the sinful race of man, which

he had determined to pardon and save. The conversion of sinners was

the controlling object in the mind of God, the Son, when he consented to

this proposal oflove and grace
;
when, leavingthe realmsofpurityand bliss,

and assuming our lowly nature, he dwelt among sinful men, and toiled and

suffered, and prayed and wept— when in the garden of Gethsemane his

sweat was as it had been great drops of blood falling down to the ground

—

and, when, amidst the agonies of the cross, He yielded up his life. For

this same object Jesus Christ now' lives and reigns in Heaven, the exalted

Prince and Saviour and Intercessor of men The conversion of sinners is

the controlling object in the mind of God, the Spirit, when he convinces the

w'orld of sin, ol righteousness and of judgment. The song which the an-

gels of God sang upon the jilains of Bethlehem, indicates their interest in

the conversion of sinners—“ Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth,

and good will towards men.”
2. The commission, which Jesus Christ gave his apostles, indicates the

place which the conversion of sinners should hold in our regards. Mark,

16 : 15, 16. “And he said unto them. Go ye into all the world, and preach

the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be

saved
;
but he that believeth not shall be damned.” Matthew, 26 : 16-20,

“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, all power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost

;

teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you ;

and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”
Here are set forth the agency and instrumentality by which Jesus Christ

proposed to accomplish the object of his mission, the setting up, and
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establishing of his kingdom among men. The agents arc men of his own

choice and preparation. They were chosen and prepared witli special

reference to the work appointed them. That work was preaching and

teaching. They were to go into all the world, and preach to every human

being, with the boldness and confidence of those who feel that they are the

messengers of the King of kings and Lord oflords—with the full assurance

that go where they might, and speak to whom they would, there they had

an absolute right to go, and to that person they had an absolute right

to tell the wondrous story of redeeming love. And there, and then, they

were to expect the manifestation of the presence, and the putting forth of

the power, of their Lord and Saviour. It was in respect to this very thing,

—telling the story of the crucified and glorified Christ, the publishing to

few and many, as the providence ofGod afforded the opportunity, the glad

tidings of salvation by the sufferings and death of the holy son of God,

—that the promise was made ;
—“Lo ! I am with you alway !

” and to the

realization of this presence of their Lord they were to look, not only

for support in all the trials which were incident to their work, but also for

all the designed success of their work. And there is an individuality in

the language employed in this commission, which indicates both the

manner and the results of their labors. They were to act upon men as

individuals, with a view to early and individual results. Preach to every

creature, and expect that every creature will either believe, and be saved,

or reject the testimony, and be damned. Such was the appointed agency,

such the instrument, and such the results.

3. The value of the soul, and the importance of its salvation, indicates

the place which the conversion of sinners should hold in our regards and

plans of labor.

The Rev. John Angell James, speaking of conversion, says: “ That first

dawn of spiritual knowledge in the understanding is the kindling of a holy

luminary, which shall receive and reflect as an attendant satellite, the

sj)lendor of the fountain of light, infinite ages after the sun is quenched in

darkness. That first tasting that the Lord is gracious, is the incipient

operation of a capacity for bliss, w'hich shall continue to receive ineffable

delight, when all the sources of sensual gratification shall have perished

forever. In the train of even weak grace, if it be real, shall follow all the

more mature virtues of Christianity, all that the Father hath prepared for

them that love him, all that the Son hath procured by the agonies of the

cross, all the mercies of the covenant of redemption, all the riches of grace,

all the exceeding and eternal weight of glory, in short, blessings infinite

and eternal.” Such are the results of the conversion of a sinner. And no

less affecting is the condition of the sinner who fails of conversion. Dying
unpardoned and unsanctified, the woes of an eternal hell are his portion.

“ What would be the funeral obsequies of a lost soul I were the whole
fabric of nature to become animated and vocal, would it be possible for her

to utter a groan too deep, or a cry too piercing, to express the magnitude

and extent of such a catastrophe 1”

The commission of the Lord Jesus Christ made it the duty of the

4
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Apostles to preacli tlie gospel, to baptize the converts and teach them all

things whatsoever he had commanded them. AVe learn from the Acts of

the Apostles the manner in which they obeyed this commission. Preach-

ing Christ crucified for sin, was their first and most engrossing mode of

fulfilling the command of their Lord. The Spirit of God, and the pro-

vidence of God, kept them very much to this one work. Luke has told us

how this was. Acts b : 4. “They that were scattered abroad, went every

where, preaching the word.” Acts 8.' 5. 12. “When they believed Philip,

preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of

Jesus, they were baptized, both men and women.” 17: 17. “At Athens

Paul disputed in the synagogue with the Jews and with the devout

persons, and in the market daily, with them that met with him. 20: 21-2.5.

At Ephesus his daily wmrk for three years w'as to preach the kingdom of

God. 28 : 30,31. When a prisoner at Rome his work was preaching. “ He
expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning

Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from

morning till evening. He received all that came unto him, preaching the

kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus

Christ.” It is evident from these, and like passages, that the Apostles tra-

versed land and seas, jiassing from nation to nation, city to city, and vil-

lage to village, and published to men of every grade and condition, the glad

tidings of salvation by the blood of the Cross. Tliey could never tarry any

considerable time in any one place. Allow’ing 20 years as the period that

elapsed from Paul’s conversion, till the time of his leaving Jerusalem as a

prisoner, only 7i years of this period were spent by him in places of per-

manent residence, and very much of this brief period was employed in

prosecuting his evangelistic labors in the regions round about
; and

such was doubtless the fact witli the other Apostles. The conversion of

men by preaching the gospel was the object w'hich controlled their whole

being.

The conversion of thousands was the result of the preaching of the

Apostles. And now they had occasion to obey anotlier part of the commis-

sion of theii Lord. They must feed Christ’s lambs, must edify the body of

Christ; must help those who have believed tlirough grace, must exhort and

comfort and charge every one of them as a father does his children, that

they may walk worthy of God, who hath called them to his kingdom and

glory. And here occurred the necessity for the institution of churches

with their distinct and independent pastors and deacons. The pressure of

their evangelistic labors did not admit of their taking upon themselves the

duties of pastorship. They must therefore ordain pastors, and commit the

special care and watch of the churches to them. They did not entirely

relinquish their relation to those whom they had been instrumental in

bringing into the kingdom, nor did they remit their concern for them. Tliey

undertook the general supervision of both the pastors and the churches, by

means of personal ministrations, and epistolary correspondence. Hence we

read of Paul’s having the care of all the churches, and of Paul and Barna-

bas ‘abiding long time with tlie diseijiles.’ And it is because of this
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and Titus, in respect to ordaining pastors and teachers in the churches of

every city.

In this consideration of the manner in which the inspired servants of the

Lord Jesus Christ, performed tlie work which his commission laid upon

them, it is worthy of remark that no mention is made in the Acts of the

Apostles of their having had either the instruction or supervision of

schools, or that they admitted into the work of evangelism any plans, the

main results of which were to be looked for only after long periods of ap-

plication. They had no time for such measures, and their number did not

justify such a diversion of strength—rather, it may be said, their commis-

sion stood in the way of such experiments. They were to preach Christ,

early and late, at home and abroad, in the simplest and most direct manner

possible, to many and to few. They were responsible for the success of

their work only in the measure that they were responsible for the use, and

the right use, of the instrument of conversion. They knew, they felt, that

neither he that planteth, nor he that watereth. is any thing, but God who
giveih the increase

;
and yet they knew and felt that they must plant and

water, in the measure and manner that God had appointed. Planting and

watering, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and teaching the command-
ments of their Lord and Saviour, in the ways of his own choice and

appointment, the Apostles were never alone—Christ was with them. And
the weajtons of their warfare were mighty, through God to the pulling

down of strongholds
;
believers were multiplied; churches were multiplied.

The facts here presented, and the course of remarks here pursued, are a

declaration of the nand of your committee in relation to the subjects of

their inquiry. The conversion of sinners should be made the controlling

object of missions tr the Heathen. This object should stand out with the

clearness of the blazing sun at noon day in all the purposes and plans of

the whole missionary body. It should govern the the Committee in the ap-

propriation of funds, and in the appointment of laborers. Making the

example of the Apostles their guide, they have no choice in respect to

modes of operation. Preaching the gospel was their only mode of bringing

Christ before the minds and hearts of men. The conduct of Paul, when a

resident at Corintli and Ephesus, and other places, gives no countenance to

indirect modes of conducting the ndssionary work. He w as obeying the

commission of the Master to teach baptized disciples. Paul’s own language

determines what he regarded as the one end of his calling. 1 Cor. 1 : 23.

“We preach Christ crucified.” 1 Cor. 9: 16. “Woe is me, if I preach not the

gospel.” In this matter of setting forth Christ crucified, as the hope and the

only hope of sinful men, by preaching, the agents of missions to the heathen

should be followers of the Apo-tles. The missionary must not be content

with letting it be known that he is in such a place, and wdll gladly receive

all who shall choose to visit him
; but he must carry this precious message

of grace and peace to the homes of men, and urge it upon their aeceptance,

as the only means by which they can obtain the pardon of sin, and be made
meet to dwell with God, and his holy and happy people, in Heaven. Like
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the apostles, the missionary must gather into churches those whom the

Spirit of the Lord has turned by his preaching from darkness to light and

from the power of Satan unto God, and install pastors over them. The
crying wants of millions of perishing men leave him little time for the

duties of a pastor. He must put faithful men in charge of the flock, and

go himself in search of the sheep that are wandering on the mountains of

the wilderness. It is just because preaching the gospel, and planting

churches, was the work of the Apostles—the work to which they devoted

all the energies of body, soul and spirit ; and just because there are millions

of men, women and children, in the Marathi country who have yet to hear,

for the first time, tliat Jesus Christ is “the only name under heaven given

among men whereby we must be saved”—that we say, the Prudential

Committee should employ the chief part of their funds, available for this

field, in the direct way of making known Christ, and building up believers.

The advantages to the missionary ofmaking the conversion of the heathen

the controlling object of all his tabors and prayers, are many and great.

Keeping this object always and steadily before his mind, he will learn to

walk with God; because he will feel that he is in sympathy w'ith God,

the Father, Son and Spirit, in their regards for a sinful and lost world. He
will feel that he is never alone in this work, and when assailed by the

wrath, and scorn, and contumely of wicked men, when bis message of

love and peace is rejected, his motives are impugned, and his very tears

are made the subject of mirth and laughter, in love he will still toil and

pray and weep, hoping, believing, that some will yet be won to the truth,

and will mingle their ascriptions of thanksgiving and praise, with the re-

deemed in Heaven, “ unto him that loved us and washed us from our sins

in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his

Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” He
w ill think it a sufficient compensation for all the trial and hardship of his

services, to be made the instrument of saving lost sinners. The mission-

ary in whose heart the conversion of sinners is an abiding object of desire,

will study the business of preaching Christ. He rvill not be ashamed of

the gospel. He will account himself a debtor both to the Greeks and the

Barbarians, both to the wise and to the unwise. He will seek wisdom to

win souls, to persuade men. He will go out into the highways and

hedges, and compel them to come in. He will be earnest in the purpose

and endeavour to make full proof of his ministry, by show ing unto men
the way of salvation. Such a missionary can never be disheartened. He
believes in the sufficiency of God's appointed means of conversion, and the

want of success will only lead him frequently to scrutinize his own works

and ways, lest, perchance, he may have in hand plans and measures which

take the place of God’s method of conversion ; lest, perchance, there may
be faults in character and spirit, w hich hinder his prayers and prevent the

co-operation of the Holy Ghost. He cannot fear for himself. When storms

and darkness gather around him, he takes refuge under the Cross, and ther(>

he hears the voice of the Beloved of his soul, saying. Be not afraid, I am
wiih you. And inasmuch as Heaven and its endless joys, or Hell and
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its endless sorrows, are to be the issues of his personal ministry, he will

feel the burden of a responsibility laid upon him, which he could neversus-

tain, but for the promise, “My grace shall be sufficient for thee.”

The missionary in whose heart the conversion of the heathen is a con-

trolling object, will never be satisfied with any results which come short of

turning the heart to God, and of leading to sanctification and salvation. He
may be gratified by whatever contributes to elevate and ameliorate the so-

cial condition of the people. He may feel pleasure in witnessing progress

in the knowledge of art and science, and in all the blessings of civiliza-

tion. But he cannot be satisfied with these things, simply, because his

heart is in sympathy with Jesus Christ, in the object of his soul’s travail,

and less will not satisfy him than will satisfy Christ. And for the same
reasons the executive agents of missions to the Heathen cannot be justified

in the expenditure of money, and in the employment ofmissionary strength,

upon speculations and experiments in the work of evangelism. There is

demand for all the funds, and all the men and women, at their disposal, in

the direct and undoubted mode of obeying the command of the Saviour to

disciple all nations. And besides, the more certain way to advance pagan

tribes and nations in civilization, is to give the gospel with its converting,

sanctifying grace, to individuals, families, and communities.

Blessings abound where’er he reigns;

The prisoner leaps to lose his chains ;

The weary find eternal rest;

And all the sons of want are blest.

Where he displays his healing power.

Death and the curse are known no more ;

In him the tribes of Adam boast

More blessings than their father lost.

—Talk they of morals 1 O thou bleeding Love!
Thou maker of new morals to mankind !

The grand morality is love of thee.

—

Mr. Hazeii, Chairman of the Committee on 'Edncalion in
common schools, and of teachers mid catechists, read a Report
on that subject which was accepted, discussed, amended and
adopted. The Report is as follows :

Report on Education in Common Schools.

In regard to the history of common schools under heathen teachers,
we find that such schools were early an object of attention in the Mission.
Even before the first Missionaries iuBombay were able to commence preach-
ing they had opened a school. In 1S16 it is slated that “ nearly 300 heathen
boys had been receiving instruction under their care.” In ISIS there were
eleven schools, with GOO regular attendants. In 1821 they had 25 schools,
and from want of funds they disl'anded ten of these containing 500 pupils.
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In 1823 again, Ihere were 26 schools with 1454 pupils. For a few years,

great exertions seem to have been made in this department. In 1824 there

were 3‘J schools. In this year a girls’ school was opened under the care of a

female. The number of schools was nearly as large at tliis time as at any

subsec|uent period. In 1827 there were 16 schools for boys and 10 for girls.

In 1831 there were 34 schools containing 1940 pupils, of whom 455 were

girls. In 1835 there were 40 schools and 1620 scholars. About this time

the system began to be extended in Ahmednuggur and vicinity. In 1837

we find this remark :
“ the system of schools was greatly extended.” In

1839 there were re])orted 8 schools in Bombay, 4 at Ahmednuggur, 4 at

Jalna, 1 at Mahabaleshwar— 17 in all, containing 822 scholars. The baptism

of Haripant and Narayan at Ahmednuggur had the effect of breaking up

many of the schools. Tliis system of schools has been pursued to a great-

er or less extent in connection with all our stations.

2 As to the results of all these efforts, we think a moderate estimate

would show that at least 10,000 pupils have been connected with these

schools.

We cannot point to a single case of conversion from among all this

number. A few instances of conversion have occurred among the superin-

tendents and teachers of these schools, and these men are among our most

v aluable helpers at the present time. We occasionally meet with those

who were formerly pupils in these schools, while preaching in the villages.

Often such persons are interested and attentive hearers, and often they

are among the abusers of us and our work. The result seems to show

that these schools have failed of accomplishing, except to a very slight ex-

tent, what was hoped frotn their establishment, in the way of influencing

the people, and gaining them overto the truth. From this result follows as a

general rule, the inexpediency of employing heathen teachers in common
schools. The main ground upon which such schools are urged at pre-

sent is, that they are a means of communicating with the people, ofform-

ing some kind of connection with them, of getting a congregation. It is

probable however, that in most cases, the missionary can secure a hearing

for his message without the aid of such schools.

3. The objections which are felt to the employment of heathens as

teachers of common schools would not lie against the employment of

Christians. We have much to hope from such efforts, where a decided

Christian influence is exerted upon the children, and upon all connected

with them. The experiment is but a recent one in any of our stations.

In the case of schools for Mahar children at Ahmednuggur, they are

exerting a decided influence in favor of Christianity, not only by direct

teaching but by bringing persons, old and young, to listen to the preached

word on the Sabbath. If teachers can be obtained for these labors, and

funds suj)plied, we think such schools would be of service at all our stations.

In regard to schools for converts and their children, we remark that in

general w'e do not recognise the claim that the children of converts should

be educated at the expense of the Board. They are bound, as Christians,

to educate their own children, to prepare them for their station in life. But
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ill the present state of abject poverty on the part of Church members, it is

necessary that the Mission should incur the greater portion of the expense.

It is important that converts should be able to read the Bible for them-

selves in order that they may feed thereupon and grow thereby. Their

children should be able to write and keep simple accounts, and a little

knowledge of Geography is of consequence. This instruction should be

given them in their own villages, near their own homes, vvhen there are

persons enough in a place to allow of opening a school. The minimum of

scholars to warrant incurring the expense of a teacher would, in the judg-

ment of your committee, be about ten. In many instances persons from

neighboring villages would unite in one school.

Christians should be instructed, that it is their duty to aid in bearing

the expense of all schools established for their benefit, and to assume the

whole expense as fast as they are able to do so.

4. Persons who place themselves under Christian instruction should

have opportunities for learning the truth, and for having their children

instructed, especially in the Bible. When schools are established for such

persons, there seems to be no good reason why children of other persons

may not attend,—they conforming to all the rules of such Christian school,

and studying with the other boys. The only limit would be that

of the strength and time of the teacher. It would seem to he an important

means of communicating truth to the minds of the parents, and leading

them to yield to the claims of the gospel.

The objection to allowing such children to attend the schools is, that we

provide the schools for persons who place themselves under our instruc-

tion, and if we admit others, the inducement to become connected with us

is so far forth weakened. If we admit the children of heathen and

Christian parents alike, then there is no' inducetnent for the heathen to

forsake his gods, in the fact that his children will be instructed in the

Christian school. On this we would simply remark, that we wish our

converts to come to us without the inducement of any worldly motive, and

to restrict our sehools to the children of persons formally placing them-

selves under our instruction, might prove quite a strong worldly motive.

We desire to bring as much spiritual influence to bear upon the heathen

as possible. “B'’aith cometh by hearing,” and we cherish the hope that all

such schools will prove a means of leading men to Christ. Should the ad-

mittance of children of heathen parents be found not to work well, the

practice could readily be terminated at any time.

5. Oneofthe most important objects of a missionary, is to secure

competent native assistants as early as possible. To provide for the Chris-

tian schools mentioned in the preceding section we need a supply of teach-

ers constantly increasing as God shall give us success in the work. We
also need cateehists. It is found that some of the earlier converts of a

mission, though they be unlearned and of no esteem in the eyes of the

world, yet prove most ^aluablo helj)crs. These men need knowledge of

the things of Christ, they need a familiarity with Scripture, and some
training in the manner of making known the truth to men.
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The first assistants and teachers will need to be taught almost exclu-

sively by the missionary, for he has no one else to teach them. He has their

training as it were in his own hands. He will take them with him to his

preaching places, and on his.tours. He will converse with them familiarly

and freely upon the truths they read. His teaching should be mostly from

the Bible itself. The knowledge of other related things can be communi-

cated as may be requisite. In case of liopeful conversions of persons who

have such natural abilities that they afford a hope of being qualified for

preachers and pastors, a more extended training will be required. They

should be put upon a course of study.

In process of time we look, with the blessing of God, for results which

will demand more training for assistants and teachers, than the Missionary

himself has time to give. There should be provision made for a school for

catechists and teachers, as soon as there are proper candidates for such a

school. They should be trained in the common branches of study. The
Biblical element however should be tlie most prominent, and the training

should be thorough in the Scriptures. One important object in bringing

young men into such a school, would be to develope and strengthen their

Christian character, to enable them to face the difficulties they will meet

when placed by themselves, away from the station where Missionaries

reside and Christians are found,—to be /coders of the flock. How many
such schools there should be, and whether more than one in connection

with any mission, must be left for future circumstances to decide. All we
would now say is, there must be adequate provision for the education of

catechists and teachers in every mission.

The circumstances of most, if not of the entire body of these converts,

render it necessary that these men be supported while pursuing their

studies. They have no opportunity of laboring to furnish their own sup-

port, only so far as they may labor for the mission. If they have had pro-

perty before their conversion, in almost every rase in the higher castes

that will be taken from them on their conversion, and they left destitute.

The expense of supporting these men will necessarily fall upon I he

mission, and provision should be made to meet it. The expenses of indi-

viduals vary very much, but each individual will require from two to jive

rupees a month for support alone.

C. Persons admitted to such schools should give credible evidence of

piety, when they are to be trained for Christian service in the church and

the mission.

There may be also instances of children of converts, youths of promise,

who do not as yet give satisfactory evidence of having met with a change

of heart, whom it is important to bring into such a school as is here con-

templated. Such youth are the hope of the church. It is eminently desi-

rable to place them where they will be brought directly under the influence

of the truth, and be in a situation to aid the work of the mission, should

the Spirit of God operate on their hearts. In such cases more or less

expense will be necessarily incurred; but it should be strictly watched and

guarded by the mission. A limited sum only should be at the disposal of
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the mission for this service, as a temporary measure. Should any person in

such a school prove unworthy, or unlikely to be of service to the mission,

his support should cease at once.

7. Such a school should be under the supervision of some missionary.

Our native pastors will naturally take the care of the ordinary parochial

schools. The care of a higher school, and one intended for catechists and

teachers will come upon the missionary. How much time it would be

important to devote to it, it is impossible to determine. As a general thing,

(he exposition of scripture would devolve upon the missionary, and he

should aim at the development of scripture ideas in such a form as would

be readily retained in the mind, and thus the young men be prepared to

make use of the same scriptures in teaching others.

8. Your Committee see no reason for the study of English in such
* schools, at least in the Dakhan. They should be strictly vernacular

schools. Our ordinary catechists and teachers are to be employed in labor-

ing for their countrymen—in using the Marathi language. It is important

that their training should be in the vernacular.

9. It is important that wives of pastors, catechists and teachers receive

an education above what can usually be obtained in the common village

schools. Hence a school for girls becomes necessary when the converts

are multiplied. In some cases it may be important to bring in the wives, or

those who are to be the wives, of persons studying in the school contem-

plated in sect. 5th, and give them similar opportunities in a school adapted

to their special circumstances. The expense of supporting girls in such

a school, should in all cases be very small. In most instances it would

probably be found that little expense additional to the support of the

husband would be incurred.

10. Your Committee see no call for Boarding schools at any of our sta-

tions for objects additional to those mentioned above. In case of orphans

thrown upon the care of the Mission, it is not well to isolate them in a

Boarding school. They should be connected with some Christian family,

and generally the Mission should not incur expense for their support—unless

they come under the rules for the schools for catechists or their wives. If

some special cases should still remain to be provided for, they should be

regarded as exceptional, and special grants obtained for any expense

incurred.

The subject of TAe Translation of the Bible was then dis-

cussed.

Adjourned at \ to 10 p. m. to meet on Friday, 9 a. m.

Mr. Bissell led in prayer.

Eighteenth Session.

Friday Dec. 22, 9 a.m.

All present.

Mr. Bowen read a portion of Scripture and led in prayer.

Some discussion took place on the subject of Salaries.

5
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Tlie Committee on Salaries reported through Mr. Fairbank,
Chairman. The Report was accepted, discussed and adopt-

ed. It is as follows :

Report on Salaries.

The missionary work is one of self-denial, and the salary of the mission-

ary is not designed to enable him to live in ease and luxury, or to allow

him to make provision for the future. It should be sufficient to supply his

wants, and enable him if economical to live without embarrassment, or

great anxiety respecting himself and family, so far as the present is con-

cerned.

It is plain that salaries must vary much in different places under varying

circumstances. They must generally speaking be higher in the city than

in the country, and higher in the larger towns than in rural districts. But

in specific cases there may be peculiar circumstances, that will greatly

modify such a general rule.

Your Committee do not deem it necessary, after thus stating the general

principles that must control in determining the amount of missionary sala-

ries, to go into details.

These will vary considerably even in the different parts of the Marathi

country.

The Committee on an English High-School at Bombay re-

ported through the Chairman, Mr. Bissell. The Report was
accepted, discussed, amended and adopted. It is as follows:

Report on the English High School at Bo.mbay.

The following paper on the American Mission Institution having been

presented to the committee appointed on that subject, they have thought it

best to embody it in their report, as containing a statement of the plan of

the Institution, and of reasons which ted to its establishment, and will state

at its close their own views with regard to the propriety of continuing it.

“ The English School in connection with the American Mission in Bom-
bay was opened about the 1st of June last. It is known as the American

Mission Institution. At the commencement of the present month there

were about 175 pupils in it, chiefly Hindus; Indo-Portuguese, Mussal-

mans, Indo-Britons, Piirsis constitute together a small minority of the

students. They are distributed into eight classes. There are employed

in giving inslruction

One American Missionary, Rev. G. Bowen.

One Indo-Briton teacher, Mr. Jno. Geo. Firth.

Two Native Christian teachers, Ramji Bhor and Sadu Bhagoba.

Six Hindu Monitors.

One Indo-Portuguese Monitor.

Instruction is given in the word of God, daily, to all the classes, by the

missionary and the three assistants. The monitors receive inslruction in

the word of God on four days of the week. Instruction is also given
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in Butler’s Analogy, Cowper, Astronomy, M’Culloch’s several Courses

of Reading, Tytler’s History, Modern History, Chambers’ History of

the British Empire, History of Maharashtra (the Marathi nation). History

of England, Moral Class book. Series of Lessons, Geography, Logic, Com-
position, Catechism, Algebra, Geometry, Arithmetic, English Grammar,
Sanskrit, Marathi Grammar, Marathi Composition.

In the upper classes the English is the principal medium of instruction.

In the lower classes the Marathi.

Connected with the School are two vernacular schools, in which no

English is taught. In these are about 100 scholars.

The reasons which led to the establishment of this school, are the

following

:

1. A very great desire has sprung up among the Natives of this country

to obtain a knowledge of the English language, literature and science.

Thatwhich sprang up in Europe, just before the dawn of the Reformation,

for the classical tongues and classical lore, was not more eager or more
general. We need not now inquire minutely into the origin of this desire

for English learning on the part of the people of this presidency. Neither

need we discuss the propriety or otherwise of such a desire. We may Just

remark that there is no mystery about its existence. It is perfectly natu-

ral under tlie circumstances. Hindus find themselves brought, in the

providence of God, into contact with a race who exhibit not only great mil-

itary superiority, but a wisdom and ingenuity, an acquaintance with uur

dreamt of powers of nature, an extent of knowledge, a command of resour-

ces, a height of civilization, immeasurably above any thing that they were

ever in contact with before. One of two things could not but result from

a meeting of two races so very different. Either the inferior race must

become disheartened and paralyzed by the thought of the unapproachable

superiority of the other, lose its energy and perhaps dwindle away as the

aborigines of America and the natives of the Pacific Islands are doing
; or

it must be stimulated into a desire to obtain those things which seem to be

most intimately connected with the superiority of the other race. Thelatter

is the case in India. The inhabitants of this country admit the Let of their

inferiority in the scale of civilization, but are not disposed to submit to it

as a thing that must inevitably continue to be. They have been seized with

the spirit of progress. This manifests itself, of course, more among some

classes than others; more in the cities than in the interior; more among

the young than among the aged
;
more among the middling and higher

castes, than among those which are reputed the lowest.

What we make use of in our argument is the simple fact. The desire

exists. It will not be suppressed. It is clearly destined to wax stronger

andstronger. It just as much demands our attention as any other fact in

the providence of God. The young men of Bombay are ready to flock to

educational institutions where they may obtain a knowledge of the English

language and the things connected with it; and they are not deterred by

the fact that the Word of God is there taught and the claims of Chris

tianity urged upon them Shall the missionary avail himself of this readi-
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ness on their part, and embrace this as one mode of fulfilling the command
to preach the gospel to every creature 1

2. The above argument did not of itself lead the members of the Ame-
rican Mission in Bombay to decide that it was desirable to include in the

operations of that Mission an English High-School. The following con-

sideration had chief weight in bringing them to admit the desirableness of

it. The thirst for English education entertained by the native youth of this

Presidency is fully shared by those ofthem who have embraced Christianity.

That these should wish and seek for the opportunities of self-improvement

is not to be wondered at. The Christian missionaries with whom they are

in close intercourse are men of education, who value menial discipline, who
bring their stores of information to bear upon whatever they take in hand,

who urge it as an incidental proof of the superiority of Christianity that it

elevates man in his entire chai-acter, social, moral and intellectual, and

who regard the education of their children as of very great importance.

That the young men in contact with them and under their care should

become animated with a desire to fit themselves in all ways to occupy a

position of influence in the land is not strange. At all events, it is a fact

that young men connected with the American Missions in Western India

have shown such aspirations, and under the influence of them, wisely or

unwisely, many of the most promising have left the Dakhan and repaired

to Bombay to avail themselves of the advantages enjoyed in missionary

Institutions there. It is quite possible that they sacrificed other advantages

of another kind, in so doing. But they were not disposed so to regard it.

They came to Bombay, one and another and others in succession. The
members of the Bombay American Mission saw with regret that the tide

was setting past themselves, and that the converts of the American Mis-

sions in the Dakhan, the members most likely to be influential and useful,

were passing under the care of brethren of other denominations. In this

regret no feeling of sectarian jealousy mingled. In every point of view it

certainly seemed desirable that those w ho had been the means of convert-

ing these persons, should have the future direction of them and enjoy

their assistance in the field to which they naturally belonged and where

they were most likely to be useful. This it is believed was the considera-

tion that first powerfully awakened the minds of the American missiona-

ries in Bombay to the desirableness of an Institution where persons of

the character spoken of could obtain that education which they were seek-

ing, without becoming disconnected wdth the niissions of the American

Board in Western India.

3. It was thought that such a school could be conducted without ne-

cessarily withdrawing the missionary or missionaries from other labors of

paramount importance. It w'as considered that a missionary who felt the

importance of preaching in its stricter sense, would not neglect this, be-

cause he was engaged in teaching divine truth in such an institution

several hours in the day. It was hoped that the disadvantageous tendency

of large educational establishments, in withdrawing those engaged in them

from other labors, might lie avoided in this institution. Is it not possible
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to carry on a school of this kind without regarding it as the mission field,

but only as a portion of the field of the missionary 1 So far as the present

experiment has gone, it would seem to be possible. If it bedistinctly under-

stood by all connected or to be connected with the Mission, that the Mis -

sion polity is in the main something else than educational, that it is only the

pressure of circumstances that has called this school into existence, and

that its existence is permitted only as subsidiary to the direct and oral

preaching of the gospel, doubtless the tendency above alluded to might be

counteracted.

4. The Mission can hardly expect to have Christian catechists orpreach-

ers, natives, to labor efficiently in connection with it, unless it has the

means of training them for this service. As things now are, persons of the

needed ability will preferto profess Christianity in connection with a Mis-

sion that has these means. Young men convinced of the truth of Chris-

tianity and fully resolved to embrace it, have been known to hesitate some
time as to the Mission with which they would unite themselves. Perhaps

there is in this nothing stranger than in the fact that persons in America,

ready to make a profession of faith in Christ, sometimes deliberate as to

the church in which they will seek admission. To be without the means of

giving converts an English education, would in Bombay be in many in-

stances, to lose the converts.

5. It seems better that persons who are looking to the ministry of the

gospel should pursue their studies, or a considerable part of their studies,

in a school where they are daily and hourly brought into juxtaposition with

the same classes and the same characters that they will be obliged to meet

when they enter upon their labors. They will thus acquire much more
facility in addressing men, more acquaintance with their actual condition,

more readiness in meeting objections.

These arguments might be expanded. Others might be presented. To
obtain in this country regular and attentive congregations wfilling to hear the

gospel statedly, is felt to be almost as difficult as it is desirable
;
but in a

school like that spoken of, such an audience is obtained. The object of the

present Report however, is not to state the advantages of educational insti-

tutions generally as a means of missionary operation; but only to point out

a peculiar pressure of circumstances existing in Bombay, requiring on the

part of the American Mission there an Institution something like that of

which a description has been given.

This Institution is in its infancy, and it is reasonable to suppose that it

is susceptible of many improvements. It is likely that Maratlu may to

some additional extent be substituted as the medium of instruction, with

advantage. But any modification that would make it ill-adapted to meet
the felt wants of the community, would conflict with the very arguments

which have led to the establishment of it.”

In accordance with the above statements the Committee recognize in the

circumstances of the Bombay Mission peculiar claims for an English High

School. Arguments may be adduced in favor of such an institution at that

place which cannot be urged with the same force in respect to any station
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in theDakhan. And it is our opinion that a High-school of some kind will

be found greatly to facilitate the labors of the brethren in connection with

that mission.

But such an Institution when founded must be modelled with reference

not only to its results oti the mission with which it is immediately connect-

ed, but also w ith reference to the general policy and plans of the Board of

whose system of operations it forms a part. What would be expedient and

highly desirable viewed only in reference to a particular station, may be

inexpedient on the whole. The following considerations seem to us to

weigh against the present High school at Bombay, and to render it unde-

sirable that it should be continued on its present basis.

1. The English language is made to too great an extent the medium of

communicating instruction. Past experience has seemed to show that

such schools are not the most efficient instruments in forwarding the great

work of missions, that of making known the gospel to the heathen and

saving souls. The vernacular of any people is believed to be the most

suitable language in which to communicate truth and through which to

affect the heart. Schools in w'hich the vernacular is the grand medium of

instruction, and the English if introduced is only taught as a classic, seem

to be founded on the best basis and to promise and produce the best results.

2. The expense of such a school as that at Bombay is an objection to

continuing it. It must be able to con)pete with other schools of a similar

character at Bombay, or it cannot be successfully maintained. To do this

it must have those advantages and appurtenances which money alone can

procure. It does not appear that the present expense can be essentially

reduced consistently with making the school what it should be in order to

answer the ends for which it was established.

The funds of the Board are limited, they are not sufficient to carry for*

ward all operations that would seem desirable or highly useful. There

must consequently be a choice of fiehLs, and in each field a choice of means.

If there are two kinds of labor which promise equally well in all other

respects, the selection must be made with a reference to economy. It is

know'll that such High -schools are among the most expensive operations

undertaken by mission Boards. And with the present amount of funds

and a choice of the means to be employed, it does not appear that a due

regard to economy would warrant the necessary expenditure for sustaining

such a school at Bombay.

8. The influence of such schools on other mission fields is undesirable.

If the High-school at Bombay is continued, there are other missions of the

Boaid which will feel that they have equal claims to be allowed such an

Institution. It w’ill be impossible to convince them that there are good

reasons for allowing such a school in one large city and not in another.

Thus the decision in respect to the Institution involves practically a deci-

sion in respect to several other places where the same want exists. It

becomes in fact a question of mission policy. Shall a large part of the

funds be appropriated to maintain these expensive English schools in the

different fields occupied by the Board 1 The question is not one on which
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there is no experience to guide us. The experiment has been tried else-

where under the most favorable auspices, and the results if not actually

disastrous, have at least proved unsatisfactory. The system seems to be

a forced artificial one and produ^'es artificial fruits. In view of these facts

it does not seem desirable to make it a part of our mission policy, and we

think the Institution at Bombay should not be made an exception to the

general policy of the mission.

The Committee on Grants-in- aid reported through the

Chairman, Mr. Bowen. The Report was accepted, discuss-

ed and adopted. It is as follows ;

Report on Grants-in-aid.

The Committee on Grants-in-aid proposed to be made to schools by the

Government of India, as mentioned in a late Despatch on Education from

the Hon. E. I. Company, report;

That they greatly rejoice in the interesting prospects opened up for this

country in that document and in the distinct declaration made therein

by the E. I. Gov’t, of its purpose to promote the welfare of the people of

this land so far as it may be promoted by the communication of secular and

useful knowledge.

That with regard to the expediency of accepting these grants for any

schools that may be under the care of the Missions of the American Board,

in India, the following considerations present themselves :

With reference to our grand object of communicating a knowledge of the

gospel to the people of this land, it seems far from desirable that we should

have such a connection with the Government as would be involved in the

reception of these grants. Even now the people are ready, until otherwise

informed, to regard us as connected with Government, and to make Christi-

anity resposible for the acts of Government. There are already difficulties

enough in the way of our enabling them to understand that Christianity is a

spiritual religion, that we are simply servants of the most High and that

our dependence for success is on the grace and providence of God. We
need not increase these difficulties.

By the frequent visits of Government officials, possibly Hindus, the

secular element might come to assume far more importance in the eyes of

the pupils than we might wish it to do. The Examiners might in some
instances conduct their visits in such a manner as to disparage the religious

instruction communicated and to make it appear that the school had no

other value than that which it derived from its secular features. Without

any intention on their part even, this impression might be conveyed, and

perhaps would naturally be.

From these considerations and somewhat also from the strong feeling of

attachment that we as Christians of America have to the voluntary system,

leading us to shrink from any thingthat may even appear to involve a de-

parture from It, we think it iirexpedient to avail oui’selves of the proposed

Grants-in aid, for any schools under the care of these missions.
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Some discussion took place on the subject of the Distribu-
tion of Tracts and Books.
The Committee on Caste and on Polygamy, reported

through Mr. Wood, Chairman. After some remarks the Re-
port was left in the hands of the Committee, for further consi-
deration.

Messrs. Fairbank and Hazen were appointed a Committee
on the Expenses of the INIeeting.

Adjourned at ^ to 1 p. m. to meet at 7| p. m.

Closed with prayer by Mr. Fairbank.

Nineteenth Session.

Friday, Dec. 22, Hh p. m.

Met at Mr. Hazen’s house.

All present.

Mr. Hazen read a portion of Scripture and led in prayer.

Dr. Anderson read the following Opinion of the Deputation
until regard to the English High School at Bombay.

English High School at Bombay.

It should be considered as settled, that the Board cannot form or

adopt an English High School at Bombay on the principle of the one now
existing there. The deputation feel authorized, however, to say,—in view

of the spirit in which this result is met by our brethren of the Bombay
mission, and of our confidence that no advantage will be taken by them of

the concession we are about to make, and also to prevent the evils that

might result from a sudden change,—that the Institution may be continued

at the charge of the Board till the expiration of the year from the time

when it was commenced ;—with the understanding, that the monthly

expenses do not exceed two hundred and fifty rupees, that being the rate

of expense named by the Prudential Committee, beyond which they did

not feel at liberty to go at present, for a school of any sort in Bombay ;

and also, that the question is finally settled as regards this Institution,

so that no arrangements will be made on supposition of its continuance

beyond the close of the year from the time of its commencement.

Mr. Munger read a Report on Extension, in part.

The Committee on Caste and on Polygamy reported through
the chairman, Mr. Wood. The Report on Caste was accept-

ed, discussed and adopted. The Report on Polygamy was
accepted, discussed, amended and adopted. These reports

are as follows

:

Report on Caste.

The following e.xtract from a communication of the Rev. D. O. Allen

D. D. to the Secretaries of the A. B. C. F. M. dated Lowell, April 8th,

1S54, we believe to be correct. It reads thus :
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“ The missionaries of the American Board in India and Ceylon have

always required a renunciation of Caste just as much as of idolatry and

other parts of heathenism, of all converts before they were baptised. No
arrangements nor accommodations, nor changes have ever been made in

the seats or the sitting in the churches, or in the administration of the

ordinances on account of caste. Caste was in no respect recognized.

All men were treated as of one class as much as Christians in America are

so treated.”

In addition to the above we may add, that it is well understood by
those to whom we preach that caste is not admitted into our churches, and

individuals presenting themselves for admission to the church well know
that they must give up caste before they are admitted. The position

taken on this subject hitherto we believe to be the right one and that it

should be firmly maintained in future in prosecuting our missionary work.

Report on Polygamy.

The number of our church members who before conversion sustained

the relation of husband to more than one wife is small. Indeed we know
of only two such persons, and neither of those was admitted to the church

till his connection with one of his wives had ceased. But as our work

advances and converts are multiplied we may expect that among these

converts will be found those who are living in this unchristian relation,

and the question arises. Shall such persons be admitted to the church,

and if so on what conditions I

Our principal difficulty on this subject arises from the Hindu Law which

legalizes polygamy, making the marriage of a second wife while the first

is living, as legal and as binding as the first marriage. This law being re-

cognized as valid by the English government it is impossible in certain

cases for a polygamist to obtain a legal divorce from either of his wives.

When a legal divorce can be effected it should always be required before

an individual be admitted to the church. The only cases of real difficulty

which present themselves to our minds are those when a legal divorce

cannot be effected.^ We believe however that it is not expedient to admit

any one to the church even in such cases, without his giving a written

pledge to the church that he will no longer cohabit with more than one

wife, and that he will also if necessary support the wife thus put away so

long as she shall lead a virtuous life. Such a man, though unable to free

himself from the legal relation of husband to the person thus put away, we

believe to be free from the guilt of polygamy, and hence a proper candi-

date for admission to the church.

Adjourned at | to 10 p. m. to meet on Saturday, 9 a. m.

Closed with prayer by Mr. Munger.

Twentieth Session.

Saturday, Dec. 23, 9. a. m.

Met at Mr. Ballantine’s house.

All present,
6
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Mr.Thompson read a portion of Scripture and led in prayer.

The Committee on Buildings reported through Mr. Fair-

bank, Chairman. The report was accepted, amended and
adopted . It is as follows :

Report on Buildings.

We are constrained by considerations of a true economy, which requires

the preservation of the missionary’s heallh and the maintenance of his bo-

dy and mind in an efficient state for labor in this tropical Indian climate,

to advocate having larger houses than would at first thought seem requi-

site. There is a necessity here in the hot season tor retaining a large body

of the comparatively cool night air shut up for use during the hot day.

This is the case for about three months of each year. We do not think

health can be long retained in the Dakhan if this means of preserving it be

disregarded. The influence of great heat when suddenly excessive is to

produce a “stroke of the sun,” when long’continued the effect though im-

perceptible is as real, resulting in general deterioration of health. The
brain and liver especially are affected, and a single hot season is sufficient

to induce chronic disease in a healthy constitution. There is also need of

a good shelter in the rains, especially in situations near the coast and when
the rains are heavy and tempestuous. But a house fitted for the hot season

will afford sufficient protection in the rains. A fine house is out of the

question ;
sufficient protection against the heat and rain is required and

W'ith that the missionary will be satisfied.

The materials of which a house should be made may be perishable,

being renewed as necessity require. This falls in w'ilh tlie whole style of

the operations of a missionary society. It looks at prestnt necessities and

leaves the future with Providence. It may be desirable especially in vil-

lage locations, for the missionary to make frequent removals, and a per-

manently valuable house would become a positive evil if it proved an

obstacle to change of place.

We think a house, with walls of sunburnt brick (or as wc usually call

them, mud-walls') and a thatch roof, sufficiently large for a small family

and suitable for a rural locality, including its mud-wall enclosure and

outhouses, can be built for 2,000 Rs. or perhaps for something less than

that sum. The thatched roof costing some 300 Rs. would need to be

renewed once in three years, in some cases two years
;
and other repairs

would be needed. The doors and windows of such a house and the prin-

cipal timbers of the roof, worth between 500 and 600 Rupees, would last

many years and in case of removal to another locality, would be trans-

ported thither and used for the new house.

In the cities of the Dakhan, it is generally contrary to municipal laws

to built thatch roofs and hence there will be an additional expense for a

tiled roof. Tiles are dearer than thatch and require large timbers for the

frame work, etc. All wood work is expensive. Probably 2,500 Rupees

would suffice for a house in one of our cities, unless the family to be pro-
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vided for should be large and tlien an additional room wouldsome what

increase the expense.

2- It will be found necessary in forming congregations in the villages,

especially when the members are few and poor, to provide most or all of the

pecuniary means of building a room for religious worship. In such a case

a sum varying from 50 to 300 Rs. according to the necessity for accommo •

dation of those who would assemble in it, will build a plain house of

worship. All such buildings should be of the plainest description and no

larger than necessity demands, reference being had to the time, which we
hope is not very remote, when the congregations will bear the whole

expense of erecting their places for worship. At present, in building

them, the members of the congregation should help according to their

ability and even if they could not contribute money, they would doubtless

be able to give labor.

3. So also when catechists, or Christian teachers are located in

villages, it may occur that no dwelling-houses can be procured and will

need to be built. A dwelling containing two small rooms that would meet

the necessities of such a native helper could be built for about 50 Rupees.

The considerations that require a large house for the missionary happily

do not apply to the natives of this country. They can bear the heat

without injury to health.

The Committee on Native Churches and Pastors reported

through Mr. Ballantine, chairman. The Report was accept-

ed, amended and adopted. It is as follows :

Report on Native Churches and Pastors.

1. Every person who gives evidence of true repentance for sin and

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ should be received into the Christian

Church. It is often difficult to determine in respect to particular indivi-

duals what constitutes sufficient evidence. Any thing which indicates that

a man has forsaken his sins, that he loves the Saviour and desires to do his

will and is willing to suffer for his sake is important evidence. It should

be remarked that we very rarely see such deep contrition for sin and such

loathing of self on account of it among the natives of this country as is

often exhibited among those who have known the Bible from their child-

hood. But when an individual manifests a love for the truth, a constant

desire to hear and know it, an evident effort to do what is right and this

effort long continued, and especially when we see resistance to strong

temptation or stedfastness under opposition and trial, then we may have

confidence that he is a true child of God. Knowledge of the great doctrines

of Christianity may be very limited and yet a man be a true Christian.

If he exhibit evidence of a change of heart, his ignorance ofthese doctrines

should not be a bar to his admission to the church. His knowledge or igno-

rance should be considered only so far as it is an evidence of conversion or

otherwise. Distrust of the native character may sometimes prevent us

from receiving individuals to the church who ought to be admitted. Dis-

trust should not be allowed to prevail too far. There is danger of this
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from our general feeling in regard to the deceptive practices of the natives.

And yet on the other hand there may be too much credulity, and in conse-

quence great rashness in receiving men to the church who are unworthy.

It is well for the missionary to put a great deal of the responsibility of

receiving members to the church upon the native church members. It will

be found almost invariably to work well. The native Christians generally

form a very correct opinion as to the character ol' those with whom they

are daily conversant. A native pastor will often judge more correctly with

regard to the character of a native candidate for church membership than

the missionary.

2. When several native converts at one station or in adjacent villages

are in circumstances to meet together regularly on the Sabbath for religious

worship and are prepared to perform the duties of a church of Christ they

should be constituted into a church, and a native pastor, or if no pastor is

available, a native catechist should be placed over them. In ordinary

cases it seems important that before such a church is formed, at least three

adult males should be prepared to unite in forniing the church, one of

whom is ofsufiicient intelligence and strength of character to act as dea-

con or elder of the church.

3. When a native pastor is placed over a church, the responsibility of

the government and discipline of the church must rest upon him in con-

nection with the church members, and upon him also will devolve the duty

of instructing his church and congregation in the truths of the word of God.

At the same time he should be under the supervision and care of a mis-

sionary who should advise him in all difficult matters, and should assist

as far as seems to be nece.ssary in the instruction and discipline of the

church.

When a native pastor is not .available for a particular church, a native

catechist should be put in charge of it, whose business it should be to

give religious instruction to the church, to watch over the conduct of its

members and give information of any irregularities to the missionary

under whose care he is placed. The missionary must act as pastor of the

churches which have no native pastor, and must be responsible in connec-

tion with the native catechist and church-members for the discipline and

government of the church. It should be his endeavour to prepare some one

of the native converts to be the pastor of such a church as speedily as pos-

sible, and when in the view of the Mission such person is prepared to be-

come the pastor of the church he should be ordained and the care of the

church thrown upon him.

4. The Mission has therefore this relation to the churches under its

care. Each church is in the first instance constituted by the direction of

the Mission, and a native catechist placed in charge of it, ora native pastor

ordained over it,—and the salary of the catechist or pastor is paid in part

at least by the Mission.

The relations of the missionary to the churches which he gathers are

these. He has the oversight of those churches which have no native pastor

and he is the adviser of those native pastors who are placed over churches.
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His aim is to bring forward tiie churclies under bis care to be independent

selfsustaining churches as soon as possible
;
consequently he will continue

to perform the duties of pastor of any church no longer than is necessary.

When acting as the adviser of native pastors he will be careful to throw as

much responsibility upon them as he finds they are capable of sustaining

without injury to the cause. It would be far better that a native pastor

should be left to make some mistakes in the management of his church than

that the missionary should relieve him of too much of the responsibility.

5 . Not only should the native churches be trained to be independent

and self-governing, they ought also to be self-supporting churches. They
should be brought out of their position of dependence on foreign aid as

speedily as possible. At present the members of our native churches here

having little property of their ovvn, are unable to support their own reli-

gious and educational operations. But they should do what they can to-

wards this object. They should contributes the sujiport of the ministry

among them, and also for schools for tlie education of theirchildren, giving

liberally to both of these objects as God hath prospered them.

At present although they may not be able to contribute much money to-

wards the erection of places of worship, yet in the villages many may be

induced to contribute the labor of their hands. Native Christians should

by all means be trained to habits of systematic benevolence. They should

also be taught their duty in respect to the conversion of the heathen gene-

rally and the obligation resting upon them to contribute of their property

for the promotion of this object. The native Christians at Ahmednuggur
and Bombay have for some time conlributed regularly for the support of

Missions and have thus manifested their interest in the progress of the

work of the Lord. They should be encouraged to do so more and more,

and thus led on to the performance of all the duties of a church of Christ.

When a native church is fully j)repared to sustain its own pastor and to

support the educational operations necessary for the training of its own
children, (hen it has passed the stage of infancy and is able to stand

alone, and should be thrown on its own resources. The connection of the

church with the Mission may then cease without detriment to the cause.

6. Several reasons have conspired hitherto to prevent the ordination of

native pastors over churches in this field. Six years ago two native brethren

were licensed to j>reach the gospel in connection wilh the Ahmednuggur
Mission. They might speedily have been ordained as pastors of native

churches but the importance of having independent churches formed in

different localities, and of placing a pastor over each church w-as not then

fully understood. The missionary acted as the pastor of the church, and

perhaps felt that the duties of instructing the church-members in the

knowledge of gospel Iruth, and of disciplining and managing the church

were beyond the ability of the native preachers. Instead of bringing them
forward to perform the duties of the pastors, and throwing responsibility

upon them, he performed those duties himself and left them in the back-

ground. The native preachers themselves shrunk from the responsibilities

of the pastoral office, and were at length induced with evident reluct-
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ance to come forward and receive ordination. Tliey felt that they were

unfit for such an arduous work as that of building the living temple of God.

It is our opinion now that tlie system thus pursued was not a good one, as

it w'as calculated to keep the native churches too long in a state of de-

pendence.

7. When native brethren are prepared to explain the Scriptures to the

edification of their hearers, w e think they ought to be licensed to preach

the gospel, if in other respects their character is such as to render it ex-

pedient in the view of the Mission. When thus licensed they should act

as evangelists, preaching wherever the Mission shall direct. When the

services of any such licentiate are required for aparticular church he should

be ordained pastor over that church. In our opinion it is not best that na-

tives should be ordained as evangelists. If ordained they should have a

particular charge and that charge should be a native church. Otherwise

the ordination would give them merely the name of ministers of Jesus

Christ, without the responsibilities which should always accompany the

title.

S. The education of native pastors should be different according to their

talents and the field of labor which they are expected to occupy. It will be

well in many instances for pastors of churches in the cities or in important

places to have such a knowledge of English as to be able to consult En-
glish commentaries and other English books. They should also have some
knowledge of English science. In our large cities there are many intelli-

gent natives well acquainted with English science and familiar with

English works on various subjects, and it is irnportantthatour native pastors

in these places should be prepared to stand on an equality with this por-

tion of the community and be able to meet those among them who are

deists or infidels. It is desirable also that they should have a knowledge of

the Sanskrit language that they may be prepared to answer the learned

Brahman who opposes Christianity, and be able to show him from his

own sacred books the absurdities of Hinduism and the correctness of the

principles of Christian truth. The number of pastors who need such ex-

tended preparations for their work, will of course be ccmparatively small.

Persons who are to be pastors of churches in country places, composed of

members comparatively ignorant do not need a knowledge of English

science or of the English language. They should have a good know-

ledge of their vernacular, and should be prepared to explain the truths of

the word of God in a satisfactory manner. Their education should have

particular reference to this matter. Persons who are well acquainted with

the Scriptures, who understand the great doctrines of the Bible and are

apt to teach, without any other literary qualifications, may we think be

ordained as pastors over native churches formed in the villages, and may
be expected to prove good soldiers of Jesus Christ. Between these two ex-

tremes, there will be various grades of qualification, and each pastor should

be placed over the church for which he is especially adapted by his talents

and character.

9. The salaries of native pastors should be different according to their
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qualifications and their position. In general we think that those native

pastors who are placed over churches in the cities and important places

should not have more than 30 to 35 rupees per month including house rent,

and those who are placed over churches in the villages from 10 to 15 Rs.

per month. There may be situations also when a salary of from 20 to 25

rupees should be given. These salaries will be sufficient we think to sup-

port the native pastors comfortably and enable them to exercise the duties

of benevolence and hospitality. These salaries are somewhat above the

income of men in the same position in the native community and we think

rightly, as we should not approve of our native pastors living after the

manner of the heathen, but desire to see them exhibit the fruits of the re-

ligion of Christ in the cleanliness, decency of apparel and order of their

households. They should therefore have the means of enabling themselves

to set an example in these respects which their flocks may be recom-

mended to follow. These salaries too, we think, will not be above the

ability of the native churches to give when they become prepared to sup-

port their own pastors. For their own respectability, we think, they will

regard it as important to fix the salaries of their pastors as high as ive

have here mentioned.

10. It is our opinion that the native pastors should not be associated

with the missionaries in ecclesiastical bodies. There are many objections

to such a course and it has been found to be attended wiith difficulties in

places where it has been tried The business of the missionary is peculiar.

He is entrusted with the disbursement of funds for Mission purposes by

the Christian churches of his native land, and he cannot delegate that trust

to others. He stands in a peculiar relation to the churches which have

sent him out and which sustain him in the field, and to the Society under

whose superintendence he labors. The native pastors do not come into ihe

same relation to that Society. They work under the supervision of the

missionary and are responsible to the Mission by which they are employed,

the Mission being responsible to the Society. Of course the native pastors

cannot act as members of the Mission. And whatever ecclesiastical body

or bodies are formed by the native pastors among themselves, the mis-

sionary should in our opinion remain unconnected with them. He may
attend the meetings of their ecclesiastical bodies when he shall think it de-

sirable and advise them in difficult matters
; but in general we think it will

be found most expedient to have the native pastors to manage their eccle-

siastical affairs for themselves. In this way they will become most

speedily prepared for maintaining the institutions of religion independently

of foreign assistance, and their churches for becoming self-governing and

self-sustaining churches of Christ. The departure of the missionary, when

that shall finally take place, will then he no sudden disruption of ecclesias-

tical relations, nor will it weaken the ecclesia«tical body which the native

pastors have formed.

11. The native pastors should often we think be employed in home
missionary labors, such as performing tours to the cities and villages

around (hem and visiting places where large companies of natives resort
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It will be of importance to them in preparing them for their own pastoral

duties, enlarging their experience and extending their personal influence,

giving them a beneficial change of labor, exciting them to new efforts for

spreading the gospel to the regions beyond their own immediate circle, and

leading lliem to urge the duty of laboring and contributing for the conver-

sion of their heathen countrymen, upon their churches. In this way too

the missionary will often receive valuable aid from the native pastors in

carrying on his appropriate work of spreading the gospel throughout the

country Their peculiar adaptation to such labor and their previous

familiarity with it should be made use of in this way so far as is consistent

with their duty to tlie churches under their care.

12. The native brethren so far as our experience goes are well adapted

to the work of preaching the gospel. They are generally very fluent in

the use of their own language, and they command attention by their free

use of allusions to the customs and peculiar ideas prevalent among their

own countrymen. In this respect no foreign missionary can ever hope to

compete with them. Some of there are peculiarly happy in the use of

figures in the oriental style, which always excite interest and impress the

truth upon the minds of the hearers. The preaching of our native brethren

W'e regard as very valuable. That of the better educated native preachers

we do not set behind the preaching of the missionary in any respect.

They exhibit divine truth in its relations and apply it to the consciences

of men as well as the missionaries, and although still deficient in many
respects, j'et we have no doubt they will continue to improve, and we have

reason to believe will become in the course of a few years far better

preachers than any foreign missionary can hope to be in their language.

We rejoice in this prospect and shall be hapj)y to stand out of the way

and let them take the place which God has assigned them. May they

increase in numbers and influence while the missionaries decrease.

The first pastors of native churches in this country have indeed a noble

work before them. God has given them grace and a glorious service, calling

them to the office of the ministry and thus placing them in circumstances

where they can do much for the cause of their Master. They are to

be the examples of future pastors in this land. The missionary is the

instrument under God of bringing them forward and preparing them to

stand alone without foreign aid. When this work is done the missionary

may well rejoice. He has his reward. He has introduced the leaven

which will continue to diffuse itself till it has leavened the whole lump.

And when that day shall come when the Saviour shall gather the fruits

into his garner, then he that sowed and he that reaped, the missionary who
commenced the work and the native pastors who carried it on, shall

rejoice together.

A Report on Tracts and Books, was presented by Mr,
Wilder, Chairman of Committee. The Report was accepted,

discussed and adopted. It is as follows:

Report on Tracts and Books.

Your Committee on this subject find little occasion for any extended

Report.
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We recognize a judicious circulation of religious Tracts and Books as a

very valuable auxiliary in our missionary labors. We could not dispense

with them without greatly diminishing our usefulness. Tracts and por-

tions of Scripture often carry the gospel message where the missionary is

never seen and cannot go, and repeat it from day to day to those whose
attention has once been aroused.

We have reason to be thankful for so good a variety of Christian Tracts

and Books as we now have in the Marathi language. Still our vernacular

Christian Literature needs to be greatly increased, and the translation and

compilation of Christian Tracts and Books is a work which must not be

lost sight of or intermitted. Every missionary should have some such

work on hand to occupy the moments that can be spared from more direct

and special mission labors. Theological Text Books, a Scripture Manual,

and suitable Commentaries on portions of Scripture are much needed.

As to the manner of putting Tracts and Books into circulation, your

Committee think that much discrimination should be used. Cases may and

often do arise in which ihegijt of a Tract or portion of scripture is not only

justifiable and proper, but the withholding of it would be a serious error.

In all cases of inquiry and a sincere desire to understand the Christian faith,

we think they should be given gratuitously, unless such person be able and

disposed to purchase them. But as a general rule we strongly recommend
the practice of putting them in circulation by sale. The annual receipts of

our Marathi Missions for Tracts and Books sold, amount to four or five

hundred rupees. As these receipts gradually increase they will become

no inconsiderable item.
^

But the great argument in favor of this practice consists in the higher

value Tracts and Books assume in the minds of native readers when they

are required to purchase them. While the practice of very liberal gratu-

itous distribution obtained it was often found that Tracts were destroyed,

and we have heard of instances in which they were collected together after

the departure of the distributor, and burned, thus increasing the prejudice

against Christianity and Christian publications in the minds of all who

witnessed or heard of the incident. An evil of such magnitude should

certainly be avoided if possible.

In this connection we would bear testimony to the value of our Mission

periodical, the Dnyanodaya. Its circulation is yearly increasing, and it is

believed to be effecting much good. We submit to those who have it in

charge, whether it may not soon become a medium for communicating a

larger amount of Bible truth, and strictly Christian knowledge and litera-

ture.

Messrs. Fairbank and Bowen were appointed a Com-
mittee to confer with the Deputation with respect to the print-

ing of the minutes.

The Committee on Visits to reported through Mr.

Hazen, Chairman. The Report was accepted and after some

discussion re-committed.

7
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The Committee on Native Teachers and Catechists report-

ed through Mr. Wilder. The Keport was accepted, discuss-

ed and re-committed.

Adjourned at 10 minutes to 2 p. m. to meet at 7| p. m.

Closed with prayer by Mr. Wilder.

Twenty-first Session.

Sahirday, Dec. 23, 7| p. m.

Met at Mr. Barker’s house.

All present. Mr. Wood read the Scriptures and led in

prayer.

Mr. Munger read a continuation of the Report on Exten-
sion. Some discussion on the subject ensued.
The Committee on Temporal aid from Missionfundsfor in-

digent Native Christians, reported through Mr. Bissell, Chair-

man. The Report was accepted, discussed, amended and
re-committed.

The Report on' Visits to yl/Mer«ca, through Mr, Hazen, was
accepted, discussed and adopted. It is as follows:

—

Report on Visits to America.

The missionary engages in a service for life. The idea of returning to

America to remain is not entertained. A visit to America is regarded as

a temporary matter, and is to be considered in regard to its expediency

alone. We are of opinion that such visits are expedient and even neces-

sary.

1. We think experience has shewn that foreign residents in India re-

quire to visit the temperate latitudes of their nativity after a lapse of about

twelve years. Missionaries are no exception. Rather when we consider

the nature of their work, the cares that oppress them, the constant pres-

sure and anxiety of spirit, which they cannot avoid, we say that of all

men the missionary most needs the change.

The wish of the Board, of the church, is to secure the maximum of pro-

fitable labor from each individual. The first three or four years of a mission-

ary’s life, are occupied to a great extent in acquiring the language, and ac-

quaintance with the people, their habits, customs, superstitions and the like;

acquaintance with the climate and adaptation of the individual to peculiar

labors, or to peculiar labors at certain seasons of the year, this knowledge

being indispensable to highest usefulness. Though much preaching and

other missionary labor may be performed yet this is rather a time of

preparation. The next four years, without drawing too definite limits, the

missionary may hope to spend in constant activity, in laboring to good

advantage in that way in which experience will have taught him he is best

adapted to labor. In general it may be hoped that a third term of four

years will be in like manner full of labor. Toward the end of the time he
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will find many symptoms of failing health. Often he will have to omit his

usual exercises. He must take more relaxation.

Some such experience as this may generally be anticipated in persons of

good constitution, in cases where proper care is taken of health. The
man who has been in the use of the language for ten or twelve years,

is supposed to be in a most favorable position for using it in preaching to

the people. The question then is, how shall he preserve this ability for

the greatest number of years 1 How shall he secure the greatest length of

time for preaching to the heathen 1 We have no hesitation in saying that

he will accomplish much more missionary work by visiting America for

two years, not including the voyages home and back, than he could hope

to do by spending all the time in the field. But the experience of most

men is that they soon sink after having been laboring in the field for that

length of time. Physicians and others in this land speak of a disease

which carries off more Europeans than any other, as, “the year too long in

India.” It is a fact that after a continued residence in a tropical climate, a

man’s functions do become deranged, his liver is inactive, his spleen

affected, his stomach weak, his brain softened, he becomes a prematurely

old man. Dr. Edwards writes :
“ The Anglo-Saxon constitution cannot

bear up against the debilitat ing influence of this tropical climate beyond a

certain period. The physical, especially the nervous, constitution becomes

gradually undermined, and the nervous energy less and less able to sus-

tain the powers and working of the mind.”

The case of Br^ Hume presents a loud warning. He had been fifteen

years in India. Had he gone to America at the close of 1853 w'hen he had

already received many warnings, in pains and fevers and frequent ill

attacks, he would doubtless have escaped the extreme prostration brought

on by the rainy season of 1854. Is it proper economy to run the risk of

life which Br. Hume did by staying in the country till driven from it I

What would have been his chance for life had he decided not to go home,
even when lying at the point of death 1

The case of Br. Ballantine is in point here. After having been fourteen

years in India, he was suffering from fevers and otherailments. The last few

months of his stay here, it was evident he had stayed as long as he ought.

He could labor far more efficiently the year after his return, than the year

before he left. Mrs. Ballantine also greatly needed the change and has re-

turned to this country with new strength.

We think that the measure proposed would be to (he worn missionary

“a new lease of life.” It would tend to keep a man contented and happy
at his work. It would help to remove a burden of anxiety from his mind.
Cheerfulness in his work is an essential to the missionary. Yet it is not

always possible to preserve an even flow of spirits. The mind sympathises

so closely with the body that we cannot expect a cheerful laborer in one
who has a diseased or inactive liver, who is liable to bilious attacks, who
has a wearing headache or who is affected with any other form of physi-

cal evil. When a man begins to feel any of these things no wonder that he

often looks anxiously to the future. Let such a man know that at the end
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of a fixed term of years he will be welcomed home to spend a few months

in the presence of friends, among the scenes of his youth, and he forgets

the pains of the moment, he keeps up his courage, and endeavors to earn

his leisure by renewed devotion to present duty.

The effect of a visit home is eminently beneficial upon the mind and

heart of the missionary. We are apt, with all our care, to fall behind the

times. Living in a land of bullock carts and tents we can hardly realise

the conception of a long line of rail road, and a crystal palace. We get

further and further away from the healthy influences of social life at home.

We need reanimation. We get into narrow views, and insensibly become
one-sided. We need to mingle in other society, to exchange views with

other minds than any we can meet here,—to have our souls warmed and

all our religious life stirred up, by breathing the atmosphere of a home
revival.

Many missionaries come out young in life, and consequently .with little

experience of the great world. They allow their feelings to run in the or-

dinary current of India life, and thus get often far removed from American
ideas and practices. In such cases it is not easy to over-estimate the im-

portance of bringing the man into contact with fresh American life, of

shewing him by the opportunity for actual observation, the progress made
in temporal and in spiritual things. The missionary is also a representa-

tive of America. He should not remain too long removed from his home
land, or he will cease to be a true representative, and become an echo of

the ideas afloat around him.

The activity and usefulness of the Missionary seem to depend to a great

extent upon such an invigoration as he will get only by a visit home. It

can easily be shewn that no temperate climates are so well adapted to re-

store one to vigor of body, as one’s native clime. It is doubly true that

mental vigor and elasticity cannot be readily restored by a visit to other

regions than the home and training scenes.

Much might be said of the effect of a visit home upon the churches. It

is sufficient however to refer to the renewing of acquaintances of former

days, reviving of old pledges, enkindling the interest in prayer for the mis-

sionary, and all those silvery bonds which only exist between hearts united

by personal intercourse.

At present one great reason for a visit to America is the necessity for

removing children there, to pursue their education. The proposed furlough

would, in ordinary cases, fall in directly with the wishes of parents in this

respect.

The result to which we come is, that in many cases life—in all cases

efficiency—the greatest efficiency, requires that missionaries in India

should visit America, as a rule, after an absence of about twelve years.

It is not expected that the understanding that missionaries should visit

America after the lapse of certain years, will do away with the present

practice of getting the permission of the Prudential Committee, as to the

time and manner of leaving. For obvious reasons the special necessities

of each case should be considered by themselves, and permission granted
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understood on the part of the Committee that the Missionary has the pri-

vilege of visiting America. This understanding will enable them and the

Mission to provide as far as may be necessary for the discharge of his

duties during his absence.

2. There are some cases which cannot come under a general rule.

Some men may have made a mistake in coming to India at all and may

only drag out a wearisome life all the time they stay here. Such should be

allowed to retire from the country as soon as the fact is discovered, and

should not remain here a burden to themselves and to all about them.

Some persons may fail in health long before the time here contemplated.

Providential circumstances may render an earlier visit important. These

cases are exceptional and should be provided for, as they may arise. There

is room for the hope that by a general rule the number of these special

cases would be diminished. We do not think that the whole number of

returns would be greater than at present and the operation would be more

uniform.

3. A great difficulty exists in regard to visits to America in the expense

attending the voyage. The communication is not direct and easy, as it is

V in many other mission fields. There are special difficulties as regard Bom-
bay since there is at present so little direct trade between this port and the

United States. It is necessary to look at the matter of routes.

The direct route from Bombay to the States should be taken in all cases

when it can be.

The other routes are,

1. The overland route through Egypt and thence by England.

2. The overland to the Mediterranean and in sailing vessels from thence.

3. To the Cape, and thence as opportunity may offer direct.

4. By London.

5. By Liverpool.

6. By Calcutta, and thence direct.

The first route would only be adopted in cases where speed is of the

first importance. It appears to be attended with many discomforts and

disadvantages, but there may be eases in which it is important to pass the

distance in the quickest time, and in which expense is a secondary conside-

ration. On this route the expense is very great.

The second route, by the Mediterranean, has the advantage in point ol

expense, while it also secures a good degree of rapidity in performing the

journey. For a single man in ordinary health, this route may be preferable

to any other.

The expense may be diminished by faking a second class passage. Mis-
sionaries sometimes go in this way, but the discomforts are very great. The
rule of the Committee in case of persons wishing to proceed by the overland

route, is to grant no more than the cost of a passage around the Cape, and if

the person expends more he is to secure it from other sources. This rule
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appears equitable, and we believe that ordinarily a man’s expenses by this

second route need not much exceed such a sum.

Neither of these routes should be undertaken by persons in feeble health,

unless in case of a special medical certificate, that the overland is the route

most likely to save life. In ordinary cases the route to the Cape would be

recommended to feeble persons.

The third route via the Cape, offers advantages as to a short sea-passage.

It is the shortest sailing distance between Bombay and the States. It is

understood that there are fast sailing vessels with good accommodations

for passengers, plying regularly between Boston and the Cape. A short

residence at the Cape would in many cases be eminently beneficial to

missionaries in poor health.

The expense of living is said to be very high at Cape Town, but to be

reasonable at stations a day’s ride inland. This route was recommended

by physicians to Mr. Hume. The expense of a passage to the Cape is ge-

nerally large.

The fourth route, by London, is very expensive. Both the routes through

England are attended with much trouble in Custom Houses. The passen-

ger ships to London afford the best accommodations. There is also the

disadvantage of a crow d of passengers, and numbers of children,—a matter

of serious consideration to a person proceeding with his family. A Surgeon

being on board these ships would be a reason in some minds for preferring

this route. Others would consider that a thing of no account.

The fifth route by Liverpool, is cheaper than by London and it may be

found as a general thing, to be as cheap, or cheaper than the route by the

Cape. The ships for Liverpool are generally heavily laden and cany few

passengers. These circumstances affect accommodations. Passages from

Liverpool to the States can be procured with facility. The sea-passage is

longer than on the route from the Cape. The passage from the Cape to

Liverpool is generally about the same as from the Cape to Boston, thus

increasing the time by the entire length of the Atlantic passage.

The sixth route is mentioned here, as it would naturally seem a feable

thing to proceed to Calcutta, and take an American ship. There would
ordinarily be no difficulty in finding a ship proceeding to the States. But
there is little direct trade between Bombay and Calcutta, so that a passage

in a good ship might be not easily procured, and also it would be quite

expensive. Further, American ships at Calcutta are laden to the utmost

extent. It has been said that ships of 800 tons measurement take as cargo

1800 tons goods. The lading is hides and indigo generally, and freights are

so profitable that few ship-masters care to take passengers. Probably few

persons will undertake this route.

Appended to this Report are some remarks by Surgeon E. W. Edwards

of the Bombay Medical Establishment long resident in this country, and

acquainted with our missionaries. These remarks were made upon a

Medical Certificate granted to Rev. R. W. Hume, and were entirely

voluntary on the part of Dr. Edwards.
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Appendix to the above Report.

Remarks by E. W. Edwards Inspector General of Hospitals, Bombay ;

appended to a Medical Certificate given to Revd. R. W. Hume.

“In connection with this case and that of other missionaries, the Ame-
rican Board of Missions would do well to consider the expediency of direct-

ing their laborers in the Indian field of missions to revisit their native land

oftener than they now do, and to be prepared to ado[it a rule for them to be

allowed to return to America on a furlough after S or 10 years consecutive

residence in this land, irrespective of being compelled to do so, on the

score of active disease. In my opinion such a plan would tend to the more
efficient working of the mission, by having a healthy body of men. I know
the prevailing idea abroad is, a missionary should live and die at his post.

But I imagine this is not desirable, as the one w'ho comes after him must

necessarily be inefficient for a time. It is self-evident that a missionary

who knows the language, the intricate working of the native mind, and its

intimate connection with the whole system of the mythology of this

country, is a far more valuable man than one who arrives fresh from Col-

lege, warm and zealous though he maybe. The old established missionary

returning to India with recruited health does far more efficient work than

the one enfeebled with the climate, struggling against languor and bad

health. The contrast scarcely needs a comment. This condition of health

too influences the mind, for he is very apt to get disheartened, not so much
from violent outward opposition, for it is restrained by the Government we
live under, but from the cold, apathetic acquiescence which natives yield to

the statements and preaching of the gospel, acknowledging as they do all

the truths of scriptures, yet producing, with a very few exceptions not the

slightest effect. With all their knowledge they pursue their usual paths,

shut up in their terrible caste system, and worshipping their licentious and

worthless idols. All this tends to prostrate the mind of the misiionary and

add to the feeble condition of his body, and when mind and body act and

react so upon each other, much good cannot be expected by such a

missionary laboring in bad and broken health.

The question therefore ojjen for decision is, whether it tends most to

the efficient working of the mission in India to keep the missionary strug-

gling on, till he is worn out and perhaps dies ; or whether he should not be

encouraged to revisit his native land after 8 or 10 years of consecutive

residence and labor in this hot climate, and by recruiting both his mental

and bodily health, return after two years, to resume his former labors with

more zeal and energy. I should decidedly give my vote for the latter plan

for the reasons above given.”

E. W. Edwards,

I. G. of Hospitals.

The Report on Estimates and Appropriations., through

Mr. Hazen, Chairman, was accepted, discussed and adopted.

It is as follows :
—
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Report on estimates and appropriations.
In preparing estimates it should be the object of a mission to lighten the

labor of the Prudential Committee as far as may be. Often the simple

statement of a specific want is sufficient to secure the needed appropriation.

The Prudential Committee have only a limited sum at their disposal.

They wish for minute details and to have the whole classified and footed

up in such a manner that they may understand each part readily.

Details should be presented of the Salaries of each missionary and all

tlie items of allowances. The wages of each native Pastor, Catechist

and Teacher, should be inserted opposite his name under different heads,

and properly footed up. The cost of each school
;

buildings of all kinds
;

rents and repairs, and in reference to each house, should be specified,

and so far as may be, the details of other anticipated expenses, such as

travelling, tours and the like.

With such details the Committee can check an account, and can more
readily Judge in regard to the items to be reduced, where reductions are

indispensable. When new appropriations are asked for, explanations

should be full and minute. All these details should be so carefully written

out that mistakes need not occur in copying at the Missionary House.

Your Committee deem it important to say that when a specific appro-

priation has been made, the sum should not be exceeded. If it becomes

necessary, to incur additional expense, the consent of the Prudential Com-
mittee should be first obtained.

If in special cases which it is impossible to foresee, an appropriated sum
has been overrun, the facts should be stated at once to the Prudential

Committee, and a grant asked for. When an appropriation has been made
for any specific object, and not expended in that year, the appropriation is

regarded by the Prudential Committee as having lapsed, and no part of an

appropriation made for a specific object, is to be diverted to another object.

In dealing witli business men we cannot be too particular in attending to

these matters.

Adjourned at 10 minutes to 10 r. m. to meet on Monday,
at 9 A. M.

Closed with prayer by Dr. Anderson.

Twenty-second Session.

Monday, Dec. 25, 9 a. m.

Met at Mr. Ballantine’s house.

All present.

Mr. Ballantine read the Scriptures and led in prayer.

The Committee on reported through Mr. Munger,
Chairman. The Report was accepted, discussed and adopt-

ed. It was left in the hands of Mr. Munger, to complete the

statistics. It is as follows ;

—

Report on Mission Extension.

India is the place of Satan’s seat. Here are his strongest of strong-
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holds. Here he has enthroned himself with unwonted fulness over the

minds and hearts of men. He reigns in terror and in blood. His galling

yoke lies heavily upon the necks of the 150,000,000 of this realm of dark-

ness. But Satan’s dominion here is usurped. India with all her millions

of immortal beings is by right a part of the purchased inheritance of Jesus

Christ, the Saviour and Lord of the whole earth. He has entered these

dominions of Satan, and begun to assert and enforce his right to the love

and service of these abject millions.

Cast your eye over the map of Central India. Let it pass from the

ocean on the West eastwardly along the 16th and the 22nd lines of

latitude, and then along the line of the 80th degree of longitude. And now
detach from the portion of country included within these limits certain

small sections on the North West, and the South East, and you have

mapped out before you the Marathi country, with a population exceeding

8,000,000. Forty years ago Gordon Hall and Samuel Newell began to

preach Christ crucified for sin in the city of Bombay. Since then some

fifty missionaries of different Evangelical organizations have prosecuted

the work of the gospel in this part of India. The result of all their toil

and prayer has been the conversion and gathering into the fold of the good

Shepherd, of some few hundreds of men and women. These results have

fallen far short of what has been desired, and yet they have been such as

to prove the sufficiency of God’s truth for the conversion of Hindus, and

for the subversion of the strongholds of the wicked one in this land. But
what shall we say, when we bring to mind the fact that since this work of

Evangelism in Western India began, more than one generation of Hindus

has passed away from the scenes of earth; to the tribunal of God and the

scenes of eternity. How appalling Is the fact that dying in their sins—with

all the guilt upon them, which the habitual observance, for the period of

their lives, of all the rites and abominations of Hinduism, has served to ac-

cumulate—they have perished in Hell ! They are lost for ever

!

And what shall we say too, of tlie living millions of men, women and

children, who make up the population of the hills and valleys and plains of

the Marathi country 1 They are the subjects of a religion most insulting

to God, and most revolting to every feeling of the sanctified heart. Fondly

clinging to their false hopes, they are dying by tens of thousands every

year, and in all their pollution, appearing before him who has said,

“ Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” Oh ! if there is a sight

more painful to the Christian’s heart than others^—a sight at which angels

might well weep—it is the sight of this vbhole land lying under the power
and dominion of the prince of darkness, and its millions of people sitting in

the shadow of death !—thinking, and speaking, and acting, in ways which

only dishonor God, and inflict the greatest injuries upon their own
spirits !—and alt passing, day by day, on and on to the regions of eternal

death 1 And is there no help I Must it still be sol Must these millions

of Marathi people continue to go on year after year in the way to endless

perdition 1 No, it need not be so; and just because it need not be so

it must not be so. There is help, there is balm in Gilead, and there is,

8
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physician there. Some of the people of this land have heard of him, and

repairing to him they have been healed. The number is small. And yet the

missionaries in this field have not been idle. They dare not say that they

have done all they could. But they can speak of the joy they have many
a time had, in testifying the gospel of the grace of God along the banks of

the Krislina, the Bhirna, the Sina, the Godavari, the Wada, the Prevna,

and other rivers and streams, and among the towns and villages which so

fill their beautiful valleys. Many and many a lime have they heard the

people exclaim—“How can it be as you say, that Jesus Christ is the only

Saviour of lost men, and that we now for the first time have heard this

name from your lips 1” And yet it is so, and there are still thousands of

towns and villages in the Marathi country, the j)eople of which have

never heard this precious name, which all heaven adores. And how shall

they hear without a preacher 1 and how shall they preach except they be

sent 1 We come then in behalf of the millions of our field, and in the

name of the Marathi missions of the A. B. C F. M., we state the wants

of this field. We want help. We want men and women to aid in multi-

j)lying the knowledge and the triumphs of redemj)tion among tliis people.

We do not ask help that we may be eased of our burdens. We love to

bear these burdens, w'e are willing to bear burdens for Christ, and in

behalf of these perishing souls, which are near crushing us into the dust;

—

but we are not willing—Oh! how can we bel—to see these millions of

Hindus on the North, the South, the East and the West of us, go down to

death without having heard this name, which is above every name;

—

without having believed in him, who is the way, the truth, and the life.

Before proposing a plan of extension, we will here brietly state some of

the circumstances which favor the idea of an extensive occupation of this

part of India, by the converting agencies of the church.

1. There is easy and safe access to the people. The missionary can

go where he will, and no man may forbid him. He can preach wherever,

whenever, and to whomsoever he likes. Preaching the gospel— telling

the story of the crucified and glorified Christ—is the known business

of the missionary. Go where he may, the English name and rule are

his shield of protection. He can lie down to sleep at night, at home, or

a hundred miles from home, with a feeling of more security in respect

to person and property than he could do either in England or Ame-
rica. When he goes among the people he finds them civil, respectful

and courteous.

2. There are peculiar and special facilities for introducing the gospel

among the people. They are a religious jumpde. Perhaps it will be safe to

say that the Hindus are more imbued w ith the spirit and pow'er of religion

than any other heathen people. They are accustomed to listen to the

reading and exposition of their own sacred books. They are fond of

religious discussion. It is said that arguments and discussions between

pandits and others who are familiar with the shastras, i-egarding questions

of religion and philosophy, generally form pait of the entertainments,

where public occasions call multitudes togelhei’. It will hence quite
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coincide with the views and feelings of the Hindus, when missionaries go

among them and ask a hearing of the facts of Christianity.

3. The population of this part of the country is dense. The people

congregate in towns and villages, which are usually surrounded by walls,

and entered by gates. These towns and villages are frequently within very

short distances of each other, particularly along the banks of rivers By

reason of this condition of the people, the missionary can reach them

without any great ex|)ense of time and strength.

4. Travelling is cheap. Consequent upon the absence here of all hotels

and other places of entertainment, tlie missionary is under the necessity of

taking along with him, on all his tours, all the requisite appliances for

sleeping and cooking. But because of the low rates of labor, and of the

hire of beasts of burden, these preaching excursions are not necessarily

very expensive. The extra expense of a single missionary is some two

and a half rupees per day.

5. Residence in this part of India is generally safe in respect to health.

The climate in April and May is severely uncomfortable by reason of the

heat. However this season of the year is not considered unhealthy. The
rainy season is June, July, August and September. During this season,

little can be safely done in the way of itinerant labor. But every mission-

ary can find enough to employ all his time and strength, during this period,

in the way of study and the preparation of books and tracts, and instruc-

tion of school-teachers, catechists and other native helpers.

Plan op Extension.

The circumstances now specified, together with the pressing spiritual

wants of the people in the Marathi country, present strong reasons for

our urging upon the Prudential Committee the very great importance of

greatly extending the operations of their missions in this part of India.

This can be done only by increasing the number of men and women for

(his work. Let us tlien plainly state the nature of the work which we
propose—or rather the mode which we propose for bringing the gospel

before the minds and hearts of the people. The plan is essentially that

which was developed in the report on the subject of preaching. It is

]U'oposed to mgike the preaching of the gospel the one all-engrossing work
of the missionary. As he will have no converts at the outset of his labors

upon whom to rely for a regular congregation, he will find it necessary to

sow beside all waters—to preach in every place w’here he can find hearers.

He must closely imitate the example of the great missionary and the first

preachers of the word. That Jesus Christ was an itinerant preacher all

know. It is written of him, “Jesus went about all Galilee, he went about

all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the

gospel of the kingdom."’ “And it came to pass afterwards that he went

throughout every city and village, preaching and showing the glad tidings

of the kingdom of God.” “He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout

all Judea, beginning from Galilee unto this place.” And Paul said—“Unto
me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I
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slioiikl preacli among tlie Gentiles the unsearchable riclies of Christ,”

—

whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man.” These
passages are cited for the purpose of defining the mode— that of itineracy,

by which we propose to evangelize the inhabitants of the Marathi country.

Did the people of Judea know of the promised mission, and were they

looking for his appearing f and yet was it necessary to visit them in their

homes and cities, in order to persuade them of the tilings of the kingdom

of God 1 How much more needful is it to go to the homes of this people,

wlio are wholly ignorant of him wlio is the hope of the world. Be it so

that when they come to know' the things w'hich w'c testify, they will cease

to feel interest in our message, and, perchance, will curse and revile. Still

we must preach to them. VVe must seek to save them. We must run

hither and thither, to and fro, and preach the word in season and out of

season, in the chaudi and the market, at the gates of the city and at the

well, on the threshing floor,, and in every place of concourse. One
thing is certain—if they cannot be persuaded to believe in Christ, they

must perish. Can we then neglect them d Can W'e leave them to goon
uninvited, unwarned, unui’ged, down to perdition!

There to converse with everlasting groans,

Unrcsjiited, unpitied, unreprieved.

Ages of hopeless end.

In farther designating the mode of operation, we mention that the fre-

quent repetition of the truths of the gospel, in the same places, and upon

the same minds, is in the highest degree desirable. This is every where,

and in all cases true, where the object sought is to produce conviction and

induce a change of purpose and of action. But there is specially need of

repeating Christian truths in this country, from the circumstance that the

minds of the Hindus are already occupied by thoughts and teachings, which

only deprave and pollute the heart. This need suggests the in:>portance of

occupying cities and large towns as central stations which will furnish full

employ, in connection with the work in the contiguous villages, for two

missionaries. At distances more or less remote from these central points,

depending upon the character of towns and villages, and upon indications

of providence, let other places be occupied, severally, by individual mis-

sionaries. Here is both concentration and extension, by means of which

effective co-operation is secured, while opportunity is given for independ-

ent and individual action and responsibility. The villages which are

found betw'een the central and the remote stations, will be occupied by

catechists, and especially those in which special religious interest is mani-

fested. For the success of this mode of extending the knowledge and

power of the truth, it will be found of great importance that the plans of

each itinerant missionary should be such that he may be able to tarry a

day, or a week, or a month, or three months, in any place on his route,

where the providence of God indicates the special need of his presence and

labor. He should regard himself as being wholly at the disposal of God, and

should act day by day according to the wisdom and grace given in answ er to

daily prayers. In this manner the apostles planned and prosecuted their
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missions. Their commission and the teachings of the Spirit ofGod, governed

them in respect to the places of their residence, and llie time of their de-

parture from them.

Making the foregoing plan of operation the basis of mission-extension,

we propose the occupation of the following tow'ns and villages.

Bombay Mission.

The city of Bombay was the point at which the first missionaries of the

A. B. C. F. M., began the work of publishing the gospel in foreign lands.

This was in 1813, and from that day to this present time these glad tidings

have been proclaimed in this city by American Missionaries. Here were
gathered the first fruits unto Christ in Western India. And here in the

dust of Bombay mingles the precious dust of Newell, and Frost, and

Nichols, and Garrett—of three Mrs. Allens, Mrs. Stone, Mrs. Hervey,

Mrs. Ramsey, and Mrs. Fairbank. All these facts are so many voices

which say unto us
;

“Be not weary in well doing; for in due season ye

shall reap ifye faint not.” And there are here more than 500,000 Pagans,

Moslem, Jews and Parsis, whose spiritual wants demand the persevering

labors, and prayers, and tears, of the American Churches. This mission

cannot be sustained with any proper efficiency with less than three mis-

sionaries in Bombay, while ten able ministers of the New Testament could

easily find employment in the way of publishing the story of redemption,

in connection with our mission there.

Tanna.—This town has a population of some 20,000 inhabitants. It is

22 miles N. E. from Bombay. The railroad passes through this place,

and by this means communication is had between the city and Tannah

twice every day. Missionary work was commenced here many years ago,

but was not long continued. It affords in many respects a very inviting

field

Ratnagirf.—This town is 130 miles South East from Bombay. It has a

population of some 15,000. Heretofore a good deal of missionary work

has been performed in that part of the Marathi country lying North of

Ratnagiri by the Church of Scotland’s Mission
;
and we had schools in the

same region for several years. There are many towns and villages in the

neighborhood of Ratnagirf, where the gospel may be preached in hope of

gathering many souls into the kingdom of God. And the whole Southern

Konkan is now open before us. There is not a single missionary in all

that wide field of Heathenism. In view of these facts, and of the wants of

these multitudes of sinful and benighted men and women, it would be well

if two missionary families were stationed at Ratnagirf.

Towns. Location. Population. Men required.

Bombay .. ..Lat. 18° 55' N., Long. 72° 57' E. 566,000 3

Tanna 22 miles N. E. of Bombay 20,000 1

Ratnagirf. .. 130 ,,
S. E. ,, 15,000 2

Ahmednuggur Mission.

Ahmednuggur.—This city has a population of 28,000. It is yet mainly

shrouded in the darkness of Paganism. It has, however, special interest
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in the fact of there hieing in different parts of the city two Christian

churches in tlie charge of native pastors. At distances from the city of

six, fifteen, and twenty-five miles, are villages in which conversions have

taken place, and in some of these places there is at present considerable

religious interest. The city together with these villages and those which

are contiguous, constitutes a field, which will furnish ample work for two

missionaries. This will appear sufficiently plain, when it is considered

that there is here required the supervision of the Pastors and Churches,

the instruction of School-masters, Catechists and Preachers, and the

superintendence of schools for the education of children of converts, and

of the women. There is also the charge of the field to the N. E., where

churches will soon be organized.

Khokar.—This town is forty miles North from Ahmednuggur. It is

already determined to occupy this place by a missionary. The wisdom of

this decision is seen in the fact of there being a considerable number of

Christians in that and the neighboring villages, and a church is .«oon to be

constituted there. This part of our field is regarded as very promising.

The missioi'.ary who shall reside at Khokar will have under his direction a

corps of native helpers, by means of whom he will aim to extend the

triumphs of the truth in the regions round about.

Seroor. This town is 32 miles South West from Ahmednuggur. It has

a population of 5,000. It has been occupied by the Mission since

1S41. The missionary there has the care of a church and several native

assistants. The towns and villages in this part of our field are numerous,

and in many of them Christ has been much preached.

Kolgaw. This town has a population of some 3,000 It is 20 miles

East from Seroor, and the same distance South from Ahmednuggur. This

town has recently been made the place of the residence of the Assistant

Collector. There is considerable religious interest in the place, particu-

larly among the Mahars. And there is living there one native Christian

family. It is proposed to locate a Missionary there. He will find an am-

ple field, and one of much promise.

Parner. This place is 15 miles N. W. from Seroor. It has a popula-

tion of about 3,000. It is in a district of country which supplies a popu-

lation fully equal to the strength of a missionary. There are \illages in the

neighborhood in which conversions have occurred.

Alkote'. This town has about 2,000 inhabitants. It is 20 miles N. W.
from Seroor, and 40 miles W. from Ahmednuggur. There is interest in

the place, and ser eral villages in the vicinity have afforded interested au-

diences.

Bhingar. This tow n is two miles East from Ahmednuggur. Including

the peoi)le of the Military Camp, here, it has a population of about 5,C00.

Ahmednuggur began to be built and inhabited by a colony from this town

and here are the home-steads of many of the present inhabitants of the

city. This town has been occupied by the Mission since 1846. The field

of the Missionary here is bounded on the South and East by the limits of

country in which the Marathi language is spoken. He calls it his for the
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dependent upon him and his native helpers for the knowledge of salvation

by Christ crucified for sin. There is not known to be special interest in

any of the thousands of towns and vdlages in this part of our field, and yet

there have occurred in many, events which have greatly gladdened

and encouraged the heart of the missionary. But the wants and miseries

of the scores of thousands of men, women and children constitute their

more urgent claims for help.

Amalner. This town has a population of some 2,000. It is 40 miles

S. E. from Ahmednuggur, and is situated on the east side of the range of

hills which separate the valleys of the Sina-and Godavari rivers. This

town is mentioned as having strong claims for a missionary, because of its

being only one mile distant from Misalwadi, a small hamlet among those

hills, where lived, and prayed, and died, Dhulaji Bhau, who become a

Christian at the age of eighty years. The light of Him, who is the light of

the world, shone brightly in this aged disciple for a few years, and it still

shines, though he has gone to be with Jesus, and to behold his glory. The
people among these hills, are chiefly Wanjaris, to which class Dhulaji be-

longed. They have more thrift, and possess more energy of character than

the Kunabi cultivators
;
and they are less under the pow er of the Brah-

mans.

Mirichgaw. This town is some 24 miles S. from Ahmednuggur. It is a

Jaghir—that is, its lands are exempted from taxation, in consideration of

services rendered to some former government. The villages in the vicinity

afford a field of labor in which a missionary can expend the energies of

body and sj)irit in hope of gathering churches for Christ.

Paitan. This a large town on the East bank of the Godavari river. It

is in lat. 19°. 26’. N. and long. 7-5°. 35'. E. It is 50 miles E. from Ahmed-
nuggur, and 32 miles S. from Aurungabad. It is a ])lace of much import-

ance in the estimation of the people in this part ofIndia, particularly in a re-

ligious point of view. There is an annual })ilgrimage which brings thousands

there, and daily opportunities occur for addressing companies ofstrangers,

and also of resident inhabitants. It is favorably situated in respect to the

Northern part of the Ahmednuggur field, in which there is much interest

ot a religious nature.

Sa'ta'ka’ Mission.

S.vtara. This city is in lat. 17°. 42'. N. and long. 74°. 12 . E. It is 146

miles from Bombay. It has a population of 30,000. Situated in the midst of

spurs of hills which pertain to the great range of Western Ghats, it has

a delightful climate throughout the year. It is already occupied by mis-

sionary work, and much is found there to encourage labor and prayer.

The towns and villages in the neighborhood are quite numerous; and these

with the city present an inviting field for the labors of two missionaries.

Rahimatipur. This town is 12 miles E. from Satara. It has a popula-

tion of 6,000. Taking this place as a centre, there are within a radius often

miles several large villages wdth a population varying from 1,500 to 3,000.

This town and Satara are connected by a good road.
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Wai. Tills town contains a population of 11^000. It is 20 miles N. W.
from Satara. There are many villages in the neighborhood. A good road

is being constructed between this place and Satara.

Karad. This town has 10,000 people. It is on the main road from Satara

to Kolapur, and is 30 miles South from Satara. A good road is in the pro-

cess of completion between the two towns. A few miles South of Karad

is Umraj, with a population of 4,000. Islampur is still farther South. It

has 1,000 people. Ashta is ten or fifteen miles to the East of Islampur.

Its population is about 8,000. All these towns are now eligible for occupa-

tion as mission stations.

Kolapur Mission.

Kolapur is one of the most interesting and important cities of the South-

ern Marathi country. Its climate, which resembles that of Belgaum

and Satara, is one of the best in India. Being near the brow of the Ghats

it is wholly free from hot winds, and during the whole year enjoys a de-

lightful sea breeze. According to the recent census it contains apopulation

of 44,000. An object of special interest here is the temple of Ambabai, a

form of Devi. The fame of this goddess is widely spread, worshippers

coming hither from almost every part of India. It is believed that the

pilgrims to Kashi, (Benares,) fail to obtain the full benefit of the pilgrimage

unless they also visit this holy place. Missionary operations were com-
menced in Kolapur in the early part of 1852. The villages near the city

are numerous, and their population is large. Exclusive of the villages

whose inhabitants are less than 1,200, there are 115,000 people within

twenty miles of the city. The field is ample for the labors of at least two

missionaries.

Mirich. This town has a population of 25,000. It is 30 miles N. E.

from Kolapur. It was a place of much importance under former govern-

ments. Its situation in a part of the country where towns and villages are

numerous, makes it a very desirable location for a missionary.

Nipani. This town is 25 miles S. E. from Kolapur. It has some 9,000

inhabitants. The entire people in this part of ourfield are shrouded in the

grossest darkness. In very few of the villages has the name of Jesus

ever been published.

Appointed to report on the extension ofthe workofevangelizationamong

the millions of people in this part of India, who are perishing in their guilt

and ignorance of the only way of salvation, we cannot feel that we have

done our whole duty, if vve fail to speak of the importance of occupying

new centres of missionary operation, around which at convenient dis-

tances, individual missionaries may be located.

Sholapur. This city is in lat. 17°. 40'. N. and long. 76°. 3'. E. It is 130

S. E. from Ahmednuggur. It is a military station, and has a population of

40,000. A very good road connects it with Poona. There is here an an-

nual festival which congregates thousands of people. Some interest in past

years has appeared here among a sect of Hindus, called Lingait Wanis.

The conversion of several persons of this sect, in the Southern Marallu

country by the labors of the German Missions, produced a good deal of in-
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cjuiry in the minds of many of this people here and in the towns in this

vicinity. Perhaps the truth could now be brought to bear with convincing-

power upon the minds and hearts of the Lingaits. And there is an urgent

demand for the gospel of our salvation in the wants of the scores of thou-

sands in this single city. The Mahars are numerous here, and both among
them, and among others also, very good opportunities have been had for

the word of the Lord.

Pandharpur. This town is 30 miles W. of Sholapur. It has some

15,000 inhabitants. It is on the Western side of the Bhima, and is a place

of much resort by the worshippers of Vithoba. Frequent pilgrimages are

made here in the course of the year. It is a most interesting field for

missionary labor. Access can be had at all times to the pilgrims who visit

the different shrines here. The large road which connects Sholapur with

Poona passes near this place.

Bars!. This is a large town, 32 miles N. E. from Sholapur. It has a

population of some 15,000. There is an extensive business done here in

cotton cloths. Some interest was at one time manifested here among the

principal Mahar families. They desired a school on the basis of a pledge

to attend upon preaching and to give up idol worship. Wairag is a large

town 10 miles E. from Bars!
;
and still further East is Tulajapiir, where

is a celebrated shrine of the great goddess Bhawani, the Diana of India.

* Karamala. This town has some 8,000 people. It is 60 miles S. from

Ahmednuggur, and on the road to Sholapur. The truth has often been

preached there, and has had many adversaries. It has had more favor

among the Mahars, some of whom have avowed their convictions of the

truth of Christianity.

There is now nowhere within that part of the territory of the Nizam of

Hyderabad in which Marathi is the spoken language of the people, any mis-

sionary to publish the story of the cross to the multitudes there who are

groping in the darkness of paganism. There was once a messenger of this

salvation at Jalnapur, and one at Aurungabad, and at that time Christ was

extensively preached in all that part of the country. The Western por-

tions of the Nizam’s dominions have lately come into the charge of the

government of the East India Company
;
and this circumstance seems to be

a dispensation of Providence which favors the re- occupation of those cities.

There is also the large city of ElUchpur which we are constrained to pro-

pose as the central station of a new Mission. Tliis city is in lat. 21°. 14'. N.
and long. 77°. 36'. E. It is distant from Ahmednuggur 260 miles, and from

Nagpur 122 miles. It has a population of some 30,000. The Camp of the

Nizam’s troops is three miles from the city. Umrawati is a large town34

miles S. E. from ElUchpur. It is the emporium of the cotton business in

that fertile region. There are many other targe towns in that part of the

Marathi country.

And now we must introduce to you a field wholly new and unique. It is

that of the Gonds. They are now an aboriginal tribe of people who inha-

bit the hills and valleys South of the Narbadda river. In the year 1853, a

tour of exploration was made among this people by one of the missionaries

9
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of the Ahmednuggur Mission, and his report is published in the Missionary

Herald of that year. There are many circumstances which commend that

people to the kind regards of Christians. They are in the deepest darkness.

They know not the God who made them. The objects of their worship are

such as their own imaginations, incited by their dangers and fears, have creat-

ed, and among these, ghosts and tigers stand foremost. The Gonds are

greatly addicted to the use of spirituous liquor, and every hamlet has its still

for tlie manufacture of this article. The Gondi is the language of this people.

The Hindustani is imperfectly understood by those who have most

frequently mingled with the people in the plains. The valleys among

those hills are very unhealthy during the period of the rains and the early

part of the dry season. The fevers which prevail at that time carry away

very many of the native inhabitants. The summits of the hills afford the

only safe place for tlie residence of missionaries. There are several towns

thus situated, where it would be safe to reside and labor throughout the

year. Such are Chikalda and Gavalghar. They are distant some twenty

miles from Ellichpur. Tlie European families at Ellichpiir spend the hot

season at Chikalda. Shall the disadvantages of climate be made a bar to the

work of evangelization among the poor Gonds 1 “He that hath the Son

hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” How then

can we refuse to make known to these poor people the gospel,—the glad

tidings of salvation 1

We have here spread out before you our plan of mission-extension, and

have proposed several cities and towns for occupation. The places desig-

nated are twenty-six, and the men required for the proper occupation of

them axe thirty-jour. For the sake of a distinct view and impression,

these several cities and towns, their population, and their distance from

the central stations, are here exhibited.

Towxs. Loc.vtion.

Ahmednuggur .... Lat. 19°. 5'.N. Long. 74°. 55'. E.

Khokar 40 ms.

Seroor 32 ,,

Kholgaw 20 ,,

Alkote 40 ,,

Parner 20 ,,

Bhingar 2 „
Amalner 40 ,,

Merichgaw........ 24 ,,

Paitan 50 ,,

Satara Lat. 17°. 42' N. Long.74°. 12'.

E

Ralumatipiir 12 rns. E
War 20 „ N. W
Karad 30 ,, S.

Kolapiir.. Lat. 16°. 19'. N. 74°. 25'. E. ..

Merich 30 ms. N. E
Nipani ... 25 ,, S. E

N
S. W.. ..

s. w.. .,

w
W. by N

.

E
S. E.. ,.

S

N.E

Pop.

28,000

5.000

3.000

2.000

3.000

5.000

2.000

2,000

10,000

, 30,000

6,000

11,000

10,000

44.000

25.000

9,000

Men req.

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

1

1

1

2

1

1
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Towns. Location. Pop. Men req.

Sholapiir Lat. 17°.40',N. Long. 76°. 3'.E. 40,000 2

Pandharpur 30 ms. W ... 15,000 1

Bars! 32 „ N. E 15,000 1

Karamala 70 ,, N. W 8,000 1

Jalnapur Lat. 19°. 52.N. Long. 76°. 8 .E. 15,000 2

Aurungabad ,,
19°. 50',, ,,

75°. 35'.
,, 25,000 2

Ellichpur „ 21°. 14' „ „ 77°. 36'. „ 30,000 2

Umrawati 34ms. S E.,.., 15,000 1

Chikalda Lat. 21°. 9'. N. Long.77°. 24'.E. 2

Such is our plan of mission-extension, and such are the wants for its

execution. We have limited ourselves to this small number of towns and

villages for present occupation, in consideration of the wants of other mis-

sion fields, and of the comparatively small number of laborers who are

available for the work of giving the gospel to all nations. But we cannot

ask less in behalf of the Marathi country, and at the same lime do justice to

our own feelings and our convictions of duty. And when our work is ex-

tended in the manner specified, there will remain large tracts of country in

these moral wastes, for which no provision is made. The fact is awfully

painful. Must these vast multitudes of immortal beings be passed by, and

left to go on to perdition, with none to tell them of him who gave him-

self for the ransom of the world, and who now offers himself for the salva-

tion of every believing, repenting sinner.

The ultimate efficacy and success of this mode of missionary operation

can properly admit of no question. Itineracy is God’s appointed mode for

extending the knowledge of himself, and for setting uj) his kingdom
among men. This mode of operation has the advantage of having been

adopted by the Lord Jesus Christ and his inspired preachers. The effective-

ness of this mode of extending knowledge and producing permanent re-

sults is well attested. A correspondent of the Calcutta Christian Observer

has written on this wise:—“Do not false religions in every land make pro-

gress by this mode I Thus in India the doctrines of every sect are spread

abroad. If the history of all the sects of Hinduism since the lime of its

first great reformer, Shankar Acharya, was investigated, we should probably

see that they all owe their celebrity and permanence to itinerant propaga-

tors. To instance only two of the sects now popular in India, and fami-

liarly known to me, I may state that the orthodox Vaishnava sects, and the

heterodox sect of the Kabfr-panthis, are actually now spreading by reli-

gious mendicants and pilgrim- hunters to the various shrines. I have con-

versed with those who, with this express object, have visited towns at the

farthest extremities of India. All these things might encourage us to ex-

pect great results from the mode of evangelization now advocated.”

Douglas has written on this subject. He says—“Of all (he methods for

diffusing religion, preaching is the most efficient; other methods are in-

direct and preparatory, but the simple proclaiming of the gospel has in all

ages been attended with the more transforming efficacy, elevating the few
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who have evidently received it into a higher and happier state of being,

and even raising the many who have rejected it, to abetter system of moral

opinions. It is to preaching that Christianity owes its origin, its continu-

ance and its progress
;
and it is to itinerant preaching, however much the

ignorant may undervalue it, that we owe the conversion of the Roman world

from Paganism to primitive Cliristianity, our own freedom from the thral-

dom of Popery in the success of the Reformation, and the revival of Chris-

tianity at the present day, from the depression which it had undergone,

owing to the prevalence of infidelity and indifference.”

The want of the church—the want of our own hearts—in order to success

in this work, is faith and love. Faith in God, and in the promises of God,
will afford the help we need—the men and women needed for giving the

gospel to tliese perishing millions, will be supplied. There is ability in

Christ, our Lord and King, to supply all our need. And the power of God
will be put forth, in answer to believing prayer, for the turning of these

Hindu hearts to the truth, to Christ, and to Heaven. And love for God
and men will make us self-denying, self-sacrificing, and ready to do and to

suffer for God and for men. Let us then be filled with faith and love, and

see the work of the Imrd prosper. Let us rally around the cross of our

Saviour and Master, and unfurl the banners of our Saviour and Master’s

love. “ India is waiting to see the love of God and the love of man exem-
plified in full. Arise, then, we beseech you. Brethren ! arise in the name
of the true Lord of the universe—and do your duty to this land, every one

in his place, and according to his ability ! The land is His—the people are

His—the means are His—and you are His—the truth is His—the power is

His—the result will be His. You are not alone then but associated with

the Proprietor, the Conqueror and the Ruler of all.”

The Committee on the Results ofpast efforts in the 31ardtld

countrij reported through Mr. Fairbank. The Report was
accepted, discussed and recommitted.
The Committee on Temporal aid from Mission funds for

Indigent Native Christians reported through Mr. Bissell.

Tlie Report was accepted, discussed, amended and adopted.

It is as follows —
Report on temporal aid from Mission Funds for indigent

NATIVE Christians,

The different aspects under which this subject presents itself are the

following ;

—

1st. Is temporal Aid indispensable in some form I

We answer, In many cases it is. In giving this answer we recognise

no right on the part of Native Christians as such, to demand a support from

the funds of the Board. The only claims they can urge are the claims of

suffering humanity, strengthened by the peculiar relation they sustain to

us as converts under the care of the mission. But it is important to bear

in mind that the means of obtaining a livelihood in this land are far more

precarious than in Christian countries. People are more dependent upon
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their daily labor for their daily bread,—and hence a loss of service is often

a loss of the very means of subsistence. Nor are there here as in our own

country, a score of pursuits to any one of which a man can turn his hand,

and secure at least food and clothing. Labor is cheap, and among the lower

classes will barely sutfice to furnish a family with bread and the scantiest

supply of clothing. A man turned out of his regular employment is gene-

rally turned out of all employment. The demand for labor is not such as

to ensure him ready service elsewhere. Past experience has taught us to

expect that for some time to come there will be many cases of extreme

destitution in which aid will need to be furnished. Some few on becoming

Christians have means of their own, a service or calling which will support

them. Some are treated wdth more lenity by their friends than others, and

thus stand less in need of help. But these are the exceptions rather than

the rule.

Converts from the higher castes are, in one point of view, more helpless

than others. They are more etFectually shut out from the sympathy of

friends. They are utterly unacquainted with all the common forms of la-

bor, and however humble or willing they might be, would generally be una-

ble to olt ain it, or to perform it if obtained. They will inevitably be com-

pelled for a time to look to Christians for some means of support. If they

had the energy, independence and ingenuity of Anglo-Saxons, no doubt

many of them, even in the midst of all these difficulties, would find some

way of living independently of the mission
; but being such as they are,

Hindus, they cannot.

The lower castes from their extreme poverty might be supposed to need

our sympathy and help more than others, but in fact we do not find this to

be true. There are kinds of work to which they are inured, and for which

men are always required, that will generally afford them while in health

the means of subsistence. But there will occur extreme cases also among
these where, in accordance vvith the law of love, relief must be afforded.

One fact ought to be particularly noticed. The Mahars as a class are

servants of the Patil and other officers of the village, and dependent upon

them for employment and support. And where those officers are opposed

to Christianity they can easily oppress the poor Mahars beyond endurance.

They may thus be compelled to leave their own villages to save them-

selves from starvation.

The aid which must be given to these poor converts ought not to be re-

garded as an inducement for becoming Christians, and if rightly understood,

it will not be so regarded. If it be urged that the heathen will look upon it

in this light, we reply that perhaps they will. They now accuse us of this

when we employ Christians in our families and as native assistants. Such

accusations cannot be prevented by any amount of care. In this as in all

other cases wisdom is justified of her children. The great question is

not how the heathen will regard and speak of it, but how Christ will regard

it. Happily he has told us : “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of

the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” This is the

way in which He will look upon help rendered to his suffering disciples.
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It will not answer for missionaries to dismiss summarily all these cases

by saying, we came here to seek the spiritual welfare of this people, not to

attend to their worldly interests. In the gospel which Christ preached, as

well as in the example he left us, sympathy with the distressed and relief

of sutfering are made very prominent. If we try to throw off this respon-

sibility, we are in the unfortunate dilemma of being called upon daily to

preach and urge upon the people a duty, of which we furnish a most un-

happy illustration in j>ractice. The gospel we preach enjoins most fully

the very thing we are called upon to do in the case supposed, namely help

a suffering brother. These poor converts then must be helped in some

way. It is too much to require the missionary to assume so inconsistent a

position as to do the violence to his Christian sympathies which a refusal

in many cases would suppose.

2. In what way shall this temporal aid be furnished 1 shall there be

an allowance from the Treasury of the Board 1

The funds of the Board are contributed for a special object, preaching

the gospel to the perishing nations of earth. The object is one of sufficient

magnitude to require all the funds now contributed and manifold more,

and we think no part of them should be diverted to any other purpose. The
contributors of these funds feel that they should be held sacred to the object

for which they were contributed. There is no doubt that they would wil-

lingly give something to help their persecuted brethren if the case were

presented, but such funds should be given specifically for this end. If the

principle be once admitted that small sums may be given from the Mission

Treasury for the relief of indigent persons, it will be hard to restrict the

permission so that the amount thus abstracted will not in the end become

large.

There are, in most cases, other ways of obtaining this relief which are

not liable to these objections. It will perhaps sometimes expose these

destitute families to severer trials than if we could resort at once to the

Mission Treasury. But the system of rendering aid of this kind needs to

be carefully guarded, and it were better even that some should suffer than

that the giving should be pushed so far as to rob the native Christians of

their independence. We would urge then that the principle be strictly

maintained that no funds should be taken from the Treasury of the Board

for the relief of indigent Native Christians.

3. If this want is not to be provided for by appropriations from the

Mission Treasury, how shall it be met 1

(1.) One way of affording aid is by giving the persons employment.

Preachers, teachers, catechists and colporteurs are wanted by the mission,

and must be found among our converts. So far as they are fitted, or can

be fitted for (his work, they can be employed usefully to the mission cause

and their immediate wants supplied. Of those unfit for such labor some are

required for the personal service of the missionaries, to attend them on

their tours, and perform various kinds of secular work for which other wise

the heathen would necessarily be employed. In selecting persons for such

services we think some regard should be had to the wants of the poor
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Christians, and that where they are capable of performing the required

work, they should be employed in preference to others. It is far better to

assist such persons by furnishing them work than by gratuitous aid. Un-

fortunately they are too willing to receive the latter, but to those in health

and able to work we think it should rarely be given. It has the effect to

encourage indolence, to lead the recipient to rely upon the generosity of the

missionary, rather than his own exertions, and render him still more de-

pendent in future. As a general rule we should say, it is better to help such

persons only so far as their present necessities require, than to give them

a greater amount with a view to some permanent provision for the future.

Examples show that the practice of loaning money for an indefinite period

without interest is of doubtful expediency. Seldom has any considerable

part of it been repaid, and in some cases the person receiving it, by ill-

managed speculations has plunged himself irretrievably in debt.

(2.) Industrial schools have been established in many places to meet the

difficulty under consideration. Theoretically they seem to be the very

thing needed in such an exigency. There is no doubt that they relieve the

missionary of much care and perplexity in providing for the poorchristians

of his flock. They save him from the corroding anxiety and bitterness of

spirit with which he is at times oppressed by the sufferings of his spiritual

children, which no efforts of his can relieve. They furnish an asylum for

those whom persecution has driven from their villages, and who have no

home or sustenance for their families. They educate their inmates to a

calling by which they can help themselves and their more ignorant

brethren. Thus far they do meet a great want, and their usefulness can

hardly be over-estimated.

But in practice they are found also to be attended with many difficulties.

They have usually been a source of great expense to the Board, and are

found to produce less useful results than the beautiful theory on which

they are based would lead us to expect. We are not prepared to recom-

mend the establishment of any such school in the Marathi country.

But in regard to the printing press, or any similar establishment which

is demanded by other exigencies of the Mission work, we believe it may
incidentally be made to serve an important purpose in rendering temporal

aid to the indigent converts of the mission.

(3.) Private charity must be the final resort when no means of self-sup-

port can be devised. Poor-houses exist at many of our mission stations,

the funds of which are contributed by English Residents, Missionaries

and other benevolent persons. In these, however, the allowance is barely

sufficient to secure the coarsest food for the lowest classes. Many abso-

lutely could not live upon this allowance. In special cases of extreme des-

titution appeals might be made to the European Christian community, and

many of these have at times shown towards our native converts a noble

generosity.

There is no doubt that the missionary should be ready to help these poor

Christians according to his ability. But it is not the design of those who
send out missionaries that their salaries should be graduated on a scale to
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afford tliein scope for large liberality. Yet instances will occur in which

they will feel bound to afford relief, leaving pecuniary ability out of the

question. They will also have occasion to assist indirectly, by affording

temporary shelter from the rage of heathen persecutors. Instances have

occurred of persons embracing Christianity when their personal safety and

even life was endangered by the enmity of their heathen relatives. In such

cases the premises of the missionary have afforded an asylum for a few

months till the storm passed by.

It might seem that the several ways of affording help above stated would

be sufficient to meet all the exigencies that might arise, but in fact, no ab-

solute dependence can be placed upon any of them. And if these are the

only resources, much of the time and strength of the missionary must be

employed in devising means to save the people of his charge from misery

and starvation. The effect of such labors, and of frequent failure in secur-

ing relief, on the mind of the missionary, is depressing in the extreme.

What is wanted is some plan which shall meet the missionary at this point

and relieve him from this burden. We understand that such appeals have

been sent home from different mission fields, for aid in behalf of a parti-

cular Christian community or individual, and not without success. W’^e do

not ask a world- wide poor-house, a system that shall raise all indigent con-

verts above want and suffering. W^e would not have it assist any one sim-

ply because he is poor. Eut we desire some provisions for extreme cases

of hitler persecution and helpless suffering among our brethren. W^e are

ready to maintain the principle that in future no funds of the mission shall

be appropriated to this object, but we cherish the hope that some other

judicious means may be adopted for the I’elief of such suffering.

'L’he Report on Past Results, having been altered in Com-
mittee, was submitted and adopted. ' It is as follows:

—

Report on the Results op Past Efforts.

The results that have been attained by our missionary efforts among the

Marathi people are some of them visible and tangible and can be stated

with definiteness, but others are diffused and intangible, and manifest

themselves most to those who have watched the progress of change

through a long series of years. W’e will speak briefly of both these classes

of results, beginning with the more definite. Remarks on such results

naturally assume a form more or less statistical.

I. Converts. In connexion with the Ahmednuggur Mission 1S3 natives of

India have separated themselves from the heathen and professed their faith

in Christ. W'e find that of these 12 were Brahmans

2 ,, Parbhus

22 „ Kunabis and other high Castes

112 ,, Mahars

3 „ Musalmans

2 „ Roman Catholics

183 Total
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Of the Brahmans 6 belonged to Ahinednuggur, and of the others 7 belonged

to Ahinednuggur as permanent residents and 22 were of the floating popu-

lation of Ahmednuggur. The remaining 148 were villagers. Of those who

have joined the church, 8 have become connected with other churches, 11

have turned back and 31 have fallen asleep in Jesus, and 133 are members

of the Church in good standing at present.

There have 41 Natives Joined the Mission church at Bombay. Of these

17 belonged to the Girls’ Boarding school and were by caste and nation as

follows. 4 Africans

1 Armenian

5 Portuguese (Indian)

1 Kunbi

6 Unknown

17 Total

Of the rest 2 were Brahmans

1 „ Parbu

3 ,, Kunbis making a

Total of 6 of high caste

There were also 8 Mahars

6 Portuguese

2 Indo-Briton

2 Unknown

IS Total

But it should be stated that of the above 6 joined tlie church by letter,

viz. 2 from Mahabaleshwar

1 ,, Satara

1 ,, Cochin

2 ,, Ahmednuggur

6 Total

and that at least 10 of the 41 were originally from the Dakhan. There are

at present 21 members of the church in good standing.

The Mission at Satara has been but recently established. There has

been one Brahman admitted to the church at Satara by proi'ession of his

faith and baptism. He has since deceased. The Mission at Kolapur is of

still more recent origin. There were several Chinese and others admitted

to the church at Mahabaleshwar, but not one of those, now living, remains

in good standing.

It seems remarkable, when we bring to mind that the larger part of

missionary labor has been expended in the cities, that the proportion of

converts from the cities, is so small. But we can see some reasons that

partly account for this. Family ties are very strong among the Hindus, and

relatives being congregated in a city watch over each other with a more

jealous eye. When there are indications that any one’s mind is favorably

affected toward Christianity, he is often sent away by friends beyond the

10
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reach of missionary influence till impressions die away, or some other

equally effectual means are used to divert his attention and prevent the re-

sult of conversion which they so much dread. We believe that eventually,

when converts have become numerous, these powerful family ties will

help the spread of Christianity and draw many to Christ. Indeed this ten-

dency has been exemplified to some extent among the village Mahars.

There is also, more especially in cities, organized effort among those of

the same caste to avert the disgrace of any from themselves becoming

Christians. Caste has immense power. It can spread a thousand snares.

It can win by its fascination or crush by its folds, as occasion requires.

The population of Bombay is floating and new to a large extent, and

is of a character less likely to be affected by the truth than is the more

simple and unsophisticated population of the country. People speaking

more than forty languages are gathered in Bombay ; the larger part, it is

true, understand the Marathi. But this flowing together of many peo-

ples with their diverse opinions and opposed religions, is more likely to in-

duce a skeptical spirit, among those whose attention is drawn to spiritual

things, tlian to lead them to the lowly Jesus There is more depravity too,

more eagerness for wealth, more of the hurry and bustle of Vanity Fair

in the city than in the country. Besides, owing to the force of circumstances

and the small number of missionaries, their labors, for considerable periods,

have been mostly of a kind whose effects arc diffused through the commu-
nity at large ;

hence an important reason why we witness no more visible

results around the centre.

Yet in Bombay and Ahmednuggur, a generally correct speculative knowl-

edge of Christianity prevails among well informed persons. This does not

lead them to love it and choose it. The proclamation of the good news we
bring them, has as yet effected little but to excite tumults and awaken

bitter opposition.

2. Native preachers and assistants. This meeting has witnessed the

ordination of two native pastors, in whom vve place strong confidence and

for whom we feel earnest love.

The last two Sabbaths we have seen them “holding forth the word of

life ” to their attentive congregations, and we listened to their earnest

words with great delight.

There are also some others now under training for the ministry, whose

progress we watch with deep interest and earnest hope. The Lord add

greatly to their numbers and fit them in all respects for the responsible

situatioris they are hereafter to occupy.

We have 14 native catechists of whom 13 are connected with the

Ahmednuggur Mission and one witl» the Satara Mission. 11 of these were

Mahars and their labors are principally among Mahars, though they often

find interested listeners from the higher castes. They are men of ability

and influence and some of them are capable of sustaining the relation of

pastors to rural congregations.

We have also 7 young men ofMahar origin and 3 of high caste employed

as school teachers and scripture readers and believe they are exerting a

good influence.
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3. Congregations. It has been difficult to secure permanent congre-

gations, but there is one at least at each of the older stations, and now
there are two at Ahmednuggur, to which the gospel is preached every

Sabbath and with which religious meetings are held during the week.

These congregations are none of them large and some who attend are

doubtless influenced to do so by unworthy motives, yet w'e trust they are

frequented by many in the aggregate who will forever bless God that they

were allowed the privilege.

Besides the principal stations of Bombay, Ahmednuggur, Seroor, Bhin-

gar, Satara and Kolapur, we should also mention Wadale, Wadegawhan,
Khokar, Chande’, Shingave', and Dedgaw as places where there are stated

services held.

There are also little circles of persons interested in listening to the truth

at Padhegaw and many other places in the valley of the Godavari. In some

of these are two or three Christians or inquirers. Each forms a centre of

healthful influence and we regard every such circle as the nucleus of a fu-

ture congregation. The fact that there are many such interesting villages,

especially in the great valley of the Godavari, indicates a result of much
importance. It comforts us to think of these small bands of interested per-

sons as enlarging, till each will require its pastor and become a church of

Christ. “ The Lord hasten it in his time.”

4. A Christian Literature. As another result of past efforts, there has

been provided in the Marathi, the whole Bible, a copious collection of

hymns, and aconsiderable amount and variety of religious tracts and books.

So much is ready for the use of this forming Christian community. A good

beginning for a heathful religious literature has been made.

Such are some of the tangible results of the past efforts of the American

Marathi missions. We may briefly indicate some results which are more
indefinite and do not admit of statistics.

The Marathi people as a whole have acquired a large amount of specula-

tive knowledge of Christian truth. As the result of missionary efforts, in

which the missions of other societies have also shared, specially by

means of schools, extended preaching tours and the distribution of tracts,

we find that a pretty general and a correct knowledge of Christianity pre-

vails among the thinking community of both the Konkan and the Dakhan.
There are many, now scattered all over this land who have committed our

catechisms and epitomes of scripture truth to memory, and who have re-

ceived much religious instruction. Such persons tell others what Christ-

ianity is and decide correctly when appealed to for information respecting

fundamental doctrines. Vast numbers of tracts and Christian books are in

circulation and are read by the people. Of our “ First Book for Children,”

which consists, besides a few lessons on letters and spelling, of the Lord’s

prayer and the ten commandments and a simple epitome of the doctrines

of grace, more than 30,000 have been sold within the past five years. Thus,
by means which are accessible to the people in the absence of the mission-

ary, the great truths of the Gospel are, made known. The 8,000,000 who
use the Maratlu language, are thus taught that Christianity regards them
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all as guilty for having sinned against the Heavenly Father, and as liable

to endless punishment, but also offers them all a Savior and a Sanctifier

and eternal life thereby.

Among other potent influences, the missionary has been foremost to

break the power of caste, to rob Brahmanism of its prestige and to awaken

the dormant mind of the Maratlu people and induce them to think and to

feel. Only those who know what was the dormant state of native

thought and feeling, twenty or even ten years since, can fully appreciate

the surprising change that has been effected. Hinduism is waning and

wasting away. But it is sad to see skepticism rather than Christianity

taking the place of superstition. Still almost anything is better soil for

the good seed of the word than the hard compacted fallow ground which

had not been broken up for long centuries of barrenness. It was with the

waking up of mind and the revival of letters in Europe that a pure Christ-

ianity achieved her victories and it is well that in the good providence of

God, Christianity comes to this people nou’, just as they are waking from

their long sleep and are hungering and thirsting for mental and spiritual

sustenance.

The detailed review we have taken, during the twenty days we have

spent in this general meeting, of our labors and their results, is well fitted

to lead us to “ thank God and take courage.” We shall never forget the

pleasant intercourse we have had with the native Christians
;

the love

feasts at which we have sat down with those from various castes and reli-

gions, who had been separated from each other as by adamantine walls,

who were “ hateful and hating each other” but have now become one in

Christ, and manifest in a high degree the love and concord of brethren;

and the rich spiritual enjoyment we have e.vperienced, while listening, with

their attentive congregations, to those excellent young men, whom we have

constituted native pastors. We feel that the work is of God and that

these are his people, and we love them in the Lord.

The review we have taken has not been a story of unvarying success;

we have not escaped difficulties and grievous disappointments ; we do not

rejoice over so large churches, nor so many earnest helpers, nor so interest-

ing groups of inquirers as we desire and hope for and did expect. We
still wait to hear the "rushing as of a mighty wind” and to hear multitudes

saying "Men and brethren, what shall we do.” We wait till the little

clouds of promise which are now as it were, telescopic specks in a broad,

arid, brazen sky, shall gather blackness and fill all our horizon and descend

in abundant show’ers of divine grace; till all this people receive a spiritual

reviving such as this wide land receives when the periodic "rains” come
dowm to refresh and fructify it.

When we think of India as it was, a vast stronghold of Satan fortified

with all his power and ingenuity, and measure fairly the feeble and partial

efforts and the weak faith of the little band that has come to the attack,

we are ready to say "What hath God wrought I” Truly it is marvellous

in our eyes that we can sit down together here in the heart of the enemy’s
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country, count up our victories, and lay plans for still wider conquests.

“ This is the Lord’s doing and it is marvellous in oureyes.”

The Report on iVaiit'e Teachers and having been

altered in Committee, was submitted. It was accepted, dis-

cussed, amended and adopted. It is as follows :

Report on Native Teachers and Catechists.

In embodying their views on this subject your Committee find it conve-

nient to speak ol Teachers and Catechists separately.

The Teachers hitherto employed in the several missions may be divided

into three classes, viz.

1. Heathen Teachers.

It is no part of the plans and object of the A. B. C. F. M., to support

a system of general education for its own sake. Tlie object of all our

schools is to communicate gospel truth and educate the children of

Christian parents. Hence the action of the Prudential Committee in 1851

declining “ to make appropriations for day schools taught by heathen

masters, except in existing cases of rare peculiarity.”

In accordance with this principle most of our vernacular day schools,

taught by heathen teachers, were disbanded three years ago. Four such

teachers of female schools in Ahmednuggur were especially excepted by

the Prudential Committee, and one other was excepted by the mission

under the rule of the Committee, and thus five heathen teachers continued

to be employed in Ahmednuggur, three in Bombay and two in Satara, and

seven have since been employed in the new mission at Kolapiir, making

17 in all.

These teachers are all of the higher castes. Their salaries have been

various, the average salary at Ahmednuggur being Rs. 7i, at Satara Rs. 10,

in Bombay Rs. Hi, apd at Kolapiir Rs. 5i per month to each Teacher.

It is understood that the employment of heathen teachers in vernacular

schools is to be discontinued in the three older missions from the present

time, and that no more appropriations can be made for them even in new
missions except in two or three cases specially allowed.

2. Nominal Christians.

By these we mean persons who being the children of Christian parents

were baptised in infancy, but have not given such evidence of piety as to

be admitted to the fellowship of the church.

Three such Teachers are employed in the missions, having an average

monthly pay of some four rupees. They are all of the Mahar caste origin-

ally, and were educated to some extent in our late mission seminary.

Two other such teachers have been employed during the year, but are now
out of service.

The small number of pupils in some of their schools leads us to remark

that we think they should be required to gather in more children and make
up a good number of pupils or not be employed,

3. Christian Teachers.

, The present number of Christian Teachers employed in our missions in
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vernacular schools is ten, supported at a monthly expense of Rs. 74, or

about Rs. 7.J each on an average. Two of these were originally Brahmans,
one a Kiinbi and the remaining seven were Mahars. Most of these

teachers were educated to some extent in our late Seminary at Ahmed

-

nuggur, and are well qualified for their duties. The qualifications of a

few of them are not so good as we could wish they were.

We regard these teachers as a valuable band of mission laborers, and

would gladly see tiieir number increased with every opening for a Christian

school.

We think the education of those who are to become teachers in these

schools should be restricted to the vernacular, and the standard of qualifi-

cations made as high as practicable.

We would have their present salaries graduated with some reference to

what the Christian communities may be able and willing to give their

teachers when they shall assume the education of their own children.

We think it desirable that these teachers should in all cases have a suf-

ficient number of pupils in their schools to tax their energies and develop

their abilities and characters. If their service is merely nominal or nearly

so, there will be danger lest they contract idle and ricious habits and de-

generate both mentally and morally.

Besides if we furnish support in any cases without an equivalent in ac-

tive and efficient service, it will unavoidably foster a mercenary spirit

among our converts and inquirers and all about us.

The highest usefulness of tliese teachers and a judicious expenditure of

mission funds urge us to watchfulness on this subject.

In certain cases in tlie village schools, owing to the poverty of the

parents, many of the children are sometimes taken from the schools during

the season of harvesting or in a season of famine, and in these cases even

though but few scholars may be able to attend school for two or three

months, it may be best to continue the teacher, especially when he also

performs the duty of a catechist.

These teachers should have a careful supervision, and in all practica-

ble cases we think it well to make their monthly salary depend upon the

number and progress of their pupils.

Catechists.

The present number of catechists is 15, of whom 14 are in the Ahmed-

nuggur Mission and one at Satara. Of these catechists three were original-

ly Brahmans, one a Sonar and the remaining eleven were Mahars. Two of

theni have a good education and in this respect are well qualified for their

duties. Two others have some knowledge of the common branches of edu-

cation, but the eleven Mahar catechists have very little education, some of

them being but very indifferent readers even. A better education for

this class of catechists is greatly to be desired.

These catechists constitute an important instrumentality for a wide

and effectual dissemination of gospel truth. We cannot therefore exagge-

rate the importance of their being earnest, active, laborious men—men
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who shall comraend the gospel to their countrymen by example as well as

by precept.

In selecting these catechists from the body of believers we think qualifi-

cations should be looked for as follows, viz.

Genuine piety.

An adequate knowledge of gospel truth with a good capacity for com-

municating it.

Earnest love for souls and true zeal for the glory of God.

Energy, enterprise and endurance which will ensure persevering labors

under difficulties and persecution. There should be no drones in this band

of laborers.

We would not urge the same amount of education in every case, but we

think the least educated should be able to read and write correctly, and be

well instructed in the Scriptures.

We think no catechist should be employed who devotes a portion of his

time to secular pursuits. Should he manage a farm or any other kind of

business, even though he employ servants and agents to perform the manu-

al labor, still his mind will be diverted from his appropriate work, his

mission duties will be neglected, and both his lay brethren and the hea-

then will soon begin to look upon him as a mission pensioner.

The same too is true of every catechist who does not make his mission

duties a daily, active and earnest business, engrossing his thoughts and

taxing his energies. Your committee is impressed with the conviction that

Christian missions and Christianity have suffered in the eyes of the heathen

even, from selfish, indolent and unworthy catechists. We believe this

evil should be guarded against with great care.

As to the manner of employing catechists, the great object is to have

them make known Christ and him crucified as widely and effectually as

possible. For this purpose some may properly be employed to preach

from village to village over extended regions of country, hut as a general

rule we believe it will be found best to locate them in particular fields.

Let each catechist have a district assigned him for cultivation as his own
especial field, and in all cases let him be required at stated intervals to

give specific details of the character, amount and results of his labors. Ex-
perience has amply shown that these laborers will accomplish the most

when fixed regular duties are assigned them and they are conscious of su-

pervision by one deeply interested in all the details of their labors.

The monthly salary of these fifteen catechists amounts to Rs. 161 As.

10, the salaries of individuals being from Rs. 7 to Rs. 26 As. 10, and the

average to each being about Rs. 11. Besides this, houses are provided for

them in all cases at the expense of the mission, and four or five of them

have also their travelling expenses furnished by the mission. The cost of

their houses constitutes a considerable item of expense.

Your Committee fully recognize the principle that the laborer is worthy

of his hire, but we think the pay of some of the native catechists has

been fixed too high. The effect of too high a pay is injurious both upon

themselves and upon the native community around them. Still we are

not prepared to propose the reduction of salaries in existing cases.
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The salaries should cover all charges and expenses to be met by the

mission, and the practice of providing houses be discontinued. Even in

existing cases we think the teachers and catechisis should be required to

pay rent for their houses or provide themselves with others.

As a general rule all travelling allowances also should be discontinued.

Wh en a catechist is appointed, it should be with special reference to his

duties, whether to be located in a particular place, or to make known the

gospel from village to village, or to divide his time between these two kinds

of labor. In each case his salary can be fixed with reference to his duties

and necessary expenses, and when so fixed he should have no perquisites

or bonus to induce him to perform the duties for which he has been em-
ployed. We think no such allowance should be made unless under very

peculiar circumstances. In all cases of censure we think a catechist ought

at once to be suspended from his rank and salary, as well as from church

fellowship.

It will be observed that we have not attempted to fix a uniform stand-

ard for the salaries of catechists. We think this cannot be done. The
only rule that can be given is, “ a necessary support.” This must vary in

the case of different persons. To attempt to bring all our catechists of

different grades to the same standard would be as difficult as to break up

and remodel the social relations of any civilized community in Christen-

dom. We can only say there should be a wise regard to the previous ha-

bits of life, the usual income of persons of the same rank and standing in

native society, and the actual necessities of particular individuals. We
can lay it down as a rule that in no case should the salary and emoluments

of a catechist be such as to make a “gain of godliness” and foster a mer-

cenary spirit. We also recommend that the salary of no teacher or

catechist be continued when not in active and efficient service, except in

cases of sickness, and that no grants be made from mission funds for their

expenses when on tours for private business or pleasure.

Your committee further suggest that in all cases of dissatisfied teachers

and catechists going from one mission to another, no service or gratuitous

support be furnished without the cordial approval of the mission to which

they belong, previously obtained.
,

The Chairman of the Meeting was requested to convey to

INIrs. Graves an expression of the sympathy of the Meeting
with her. A letter was accordingly prepared by the Chair-
man and read to the members of the IMeeting.

A written address to the Deputation by the members of the

IMeeting, was read by Mr. Ballantine. It is appended to

these minutes.

Dr. Anderson and Mr. Thompson expressed their feelings

of satisfaction and of thankfulness to God, in view of the

prosperous course and termination of the Meeting; and their

deej) sense of the presence and guiding influence of the Holy
Spirit, throughout.
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Adjourned sine die at 2 p. m.

Mr, Munger and Mr. Thompson led in prayer and the

Meeting closed by singing the stanza,

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun

Does his successive journies run;

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,

Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

Benediction by T)r. Anderson.

General Letter from the Deputation.

Steamer Eaglet, Off the coast of India,

January 15, 1855.

To THE Brethren op the American Marathi' Missions.

Dear Brethren :—Our Instructions, as you may rememher, stated

the grand object of the Deputation to be, not “the survey of the country,

nor of the people and their pagan manners and institutions, but to confer

with the missionaries residing on the ground, individually and in their col-

lective capacit)' as missions.” It was also especially arranged, that, for

obvious reusons, there slmuld be a meeting, if possible, with the brethren

of all the Marathi missions assembled in one place for that pur-

pose. That meeting was held at Ahmednuggur, beginning on the 6th

of December, and closing on the 25lh. The absence of some elder mem-
bers of the missions was much felt, and the cause of it—a failure of health

that had withdrawn them from the country—was the subject of general and

deep regret. But we were all thankful that every brother then actually in

the field was present, and also every sister, e.xcept our respected and be-

loved Mrs. Graves, whose age and infirmities forbade so long a journey.

Our communings, as your Minutes will show, were on a great variety of

subjects and some of the utmost practical importance; and though we were

not without perplexities and solicitudes, nor without that diversity of opinion

which is unavoidable among so many men of different mental constitutions

and independent thought, these communings were sweet and had the effect

to strengthen our brotherly affection, and our unity of purpose and action

in the missionary work. The reports of committees,—drawn up in every

case, we believe, after the subject had been discussed in the meeting, and

without time for much elaboration,—will, as a whole, do much credit to

the judgment and talent of the meeting, and will be read with pleasure

and profit by the Prudential Committee.

It only remains for us, as representing the Prudential Committee, to re-

mark upon some of the subject-matters in the proceedings of the meeting.

We are not, as you will perceive, in the most favorable circumstances for

doing this ; but we shall be less favorably situated for months to come,

and the whole is now fresh in our recollection. What we say, if it meet

the approval of the Prudential Committee, will not need to be said over

again, and what we chance to omit can be supplied hereafter.

11
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Your General Meeting had no legislative or executive power. It was

simply for collecting and comparing information, especially the results of

experience, and for discussion, for counsel, and for embodying the practi-

cal wisdom of the general body. The object was better gained by means

of reports, than by resolutions; and by haring tlie reports expressive only

of the views of the brethren of the missions; the Deputation havingliberty

to suggest and discuss with all freedom, but neither serving on committees

nor voting. This relation to the meeting we preserved throughout; and it

now leaves us free, and indeed creates a necessity, for expressing an

opinion on some of the points of chief importance, that were the subject of

discussion. This we think it incumbent on us to do immediately;—reserv-

ing the privilege, should we see occasion after having gone through the

several missions, uf making such modifications as our further experience

shall suggest.

1. We are persuaded, that the feelings of the Prudential Committee will

go strongly vvitli the discussion in your report on ihe controlling object in

missions to the heathen. The report well e.xpresses the grand and govern-

ing object of the American Board, in its plans, and in the distribution of its

funds ; as being the conversion of sinners, the gathering of these converts

into churches; and the ordaining of native pastors over these churches.

This was not always exactly the practical view which the Prudential

Committee took of tlie duty of a missionary society. Their Reports will

show this. Once they aimed in their plans, more than now, at communi-

ties
;
planning tor distant great results affecting the masses. They are now

falling back upon the apostolical practice, and aiming directly at immediate

conversions,—the conversion of individuals,—and at Ihe multiplication of

churches, with native pastors to work under supervision till the missiona-

ries leave the field. It is our belief that greater s])irltual results will be

reached in this way than by any other. We have less to do now, than for-

merlj with preparatory means, with pioneering for the preached word, with

mere civilizing processes, with anything and everything not recognized by

the Scriptures as our appointed means of conversion through the agency of

the Holy Spirit.

2. The views o(preaching embodied in your report on that subject, ac-

cord with those to which e.xperience has brought the minds of the Pruden-

tial Committee. In some form or other, preaching is the business of the

missionary of the cross. But, as it is evident that foreign preachers can do

but a small part of the necessary amount of preaching, it has become more

and more with us a leading object, to develops the native talent for preach-

ing, and for the pastoral care. Hence we desire never to see the mission-

ary settling down on the idea, that he is himself a pastor. He ought not to

be such, nor to feel or act as if he were. No more ought lie to be a pastor

than was Titus in Crete. While gathering native churches, he should be

training native converts to become their pastors
;
and he should lose no

time in ordaining such ; nor should he stand one moment in the way of

their making full proof of their ministry. The more churches and native

pastors he can through God’s grace, bring forward, to devolope their spirit-
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ual graces under his care, the better. What a freshness, what an interest,

what a power there will be in a work so conducted! All this is happily

stated in your report. So also is the effect, which the missionary’s be-

coming absorbed in teaching and in the home labor, will have upon the

converts who are forming their characters under his influence. The man-
ner of training native preachers indicated in the report, is precisely the

one which the Prudential Committee desire to see carried out in the mis-

sions as far as may be ;—less in seminaries, more in actual connection with

the preaching missionary. Science, literature, general knowledge, what

is called a liberal education, are good and important; but in educating our

native preachers in this way among the heathen, we have often paid dear

for the education
;
and when obtained, have too often found that we had

paid more than it was worth. Better dispense altogether with our theolo-

gical seminaries among the heathen, for the present, if we cannot combine

with our instruction an active training in the work of the ministiy'. Every
missionary ought to feel, that his office constitutes him the gatherer of

churches and the educator of preachers. Let it be our aim, depending on

the Holy Spirit, to plant a church in every considerable village, and with-

out delay to furnish every church thus planted with a pastor.

We have been looking to see what constitutes a call for missionaries, and

have come to a conclusion, which, we are confident, will commend itself

to the Prudential Committee ;—that, when a mission has obtained some
head way, the most reliable call is the opportunity for preaching in the na-

tive language on the Lord's day. It is right to presume, that missionaries

in good health will preach twice to the natives on the Sabbath, if they have

the opportunity; so that the Prudential Committee may presume, as far as

the judgment of the brethren on the ground is concerned, that there is not a

full call for the labors of even one missionary at a station, if he preach but

once to the natives on the day specially set apart by the Head of the

Church for such labors
; and still more, that there is not a call for as many

as two at the station, if the two are obliged to alternate in preaching at

the mission chapel on the Sabbath, and the one not there engaged has no
opportunity of preaching to the natives elsewhere.

Of course this is not all the preaching a missionary will pei form. He
will preach in season, out of season

; as often as ho may during the w eek

;

in the chapel, chaudi, schoolroom, street; to hearers many or few, not

deeming the individual hearer, however low in rank, too unimportant for a

strenuous etfort.

We have been led to attach great importance to the maintenance of regu-

lar preaching, in some one place, at each station, on the Lord's day; and
to its being done forenoon and afternoon. It may require long time and the

auxiliary influence of all the other forms of preaching, to procure and sus-

tain even a small congregation for this service. But the tune of the enter-

prise cannot he kept sufficiently high without it. The missionary himself

needs it. He needs the preparation, the effort, the reacting influence upon
his own mind and heart. He needs a service where he can speak ex-cathedrd,

as an ambassador, authoritatively, without the humiliation of rude objec-
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tions and foul abuse. And the native Christians need it, twice on the Sab-

bath. They need the full development and force of God’s own institution;

of regular, well studied exhibitions of the plan of salvation, and of their

duty as Christians. They cannot be elevated, as they should be, without

it. Prayer meetings, conferences, conversational preaching, etc. etc., they

will need abundantly; but they can never attain their full stature as

Christians, without tlie regular, stated, formal preaching of the word. Such
preaching on the Sabbath is of the last importance to the success of the

mission. It distinguishes and honors tlie Sabbath. It is one of the grand

recuperative powers in a mission. The heathen see the missionary then

in his true place and dignity. They may not often go to hear him; but

they will know that there is a place and a time, when he speaks and when
none may reply, w hen he assumes authority to speak where it is the sole

business of all present to hear. Nor would we ever admit that at such

times, one may interrupt with objections, nor even with inquiries. Thus
we would make the Sabbath directly auxiliary to the preached word

;
and

claim for it and for Christ’s ministers on such an occasion, the weight and

authority, w.'iich belong to the one as the Lord’s day and to the other as

the Lord’s ministry.

The Prudential Committee have long had the o})inion exprersed in your

report, that American missionaries ought not to devote any part of their

Sabbaths to preaching in the English language.

3. Your report on native churches and pastors is eminently practical

and wise. It embodies results to which God has been gradually bringing

his people, and which experience will no doubt more and more confirm.

The missionary, coming from a country where Edwards, Hopkins and

Bellamy are master-spirits in theology, have perhaps too much dis-

trusted an experience, w here love, consolation, Joy, are found to exist out

of all proportion to conviction of sin and self-loathing on account of it.

A careful perusal of the New Testament history of the converts in the

primitive churches, and of the Epistles of John, in connection with the

living demonstrations of God’s grace in heathen lands, and especially in

oriental heathen lands, have led to the conviction, that true, enduring, and

ever aciive piety in some of its more beautiful developments, may exist

in both forms. Happy if tliis shall load to reposing more confidence in the

ability of native churches and of native preachers and pastors to sustain

responsibility, and to the devolving of more responsibility upon them.

Your remarks on this whole subject have our most hearty response.

We respond, moreover, to what you say as to the inrportance of trainirig

native Christians to habits of self-government and self-support, and of

contributing from the very outset to the extension of Christ’s kingdom.

Your opinion, that it is not best for native converts to be ordained as

evangelists, but that they should be ordained to a charge, and that

charge a particular church, has not long been entertained by us in a

definite and decided form
;
but we were brought to it by a comparison

of facts before our meeting at Ahmednuggur. And what we saw in con-

nection with the ordination of two pastors in that city during that
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meeting, did much to strengthen our high estimate of the healthy de-

veloping power there is in the pastoral office, as regards both the pastor

and people.

Passing several points of interest, we must express our great satisfac-

tion with your opinion, that the native pastors should not be associated

with the missionaries in ecclesiastical bodies. It is vain to attempt the

direct propagation of either of the religious sects of Christendom, as such,

in pagan lands. The native Christian community in its infant state, is not

prepared for artificial, complicated organizations
;
nor can it be placed in

them without prolonging the period of its puinlage, and even imperiling

its becoming a self-governing, self sustaining church. The missionary,

at first, must carry these churches, like a nurse, in his arms ; and then he

must cautiously train them to stand and walk alone. The simplest of all

organizations, such as we find only in the inspired word, are the ones for

him and for them ;
and missionaries and their patrons should not be im-

patient to determine what the more complicated forms will be, that shall

result from the progress of their Christian life. It is not a sect, nor this

or that particular fortn or aspect of the church of Christ, that we are

required to propagate among the heathen
;
but the Gospel, as the grand

converting instrument in the economy of grace : and we think it would be

arrogant, in any one sect of our community at home to claim exclusive

affinity to the simple organization you have adopted for your churches.

No other characteristic word is appropriate for it, than the apostolical,

or the missionary. It is in fact the primary form of the three grand eccle-

siastical orders of Protestant Christendom;—Congregational, Presby-

terian, and Episcopalian. We rejoice in your determination to content

yourselves with the broad missionary relation you at present sustain to

your native churches and pastors by virtue of your high commission as

n)issionaries of the Lord Jesus
;
and that you mean to preserve the native

churches and pastors unembarrassed by dependent relations to foreign

ecclesiastical bodies. It is a high resolve you have made, one worthy of

your calling
;
and these churches will hereafter recognize the fact with

gratitude, when they come, in their future advancement, to adapt their

ecclesiastical polity to their peculiar character and circumstances as

oriental bodies.

4. Your report on native teachers and catechists contains a series of

principles and recommendations, to w'hich we are happy to give the sanc-

tion of the Prudential Committee.

As you have intimated, no appropriations will be made, after the present

year, for the payment of heathen schoolmasters. We now have better use
for our funds. At the outset of a mission, indeed, if we employ no heathen
masters, we can have no common schools

, and much has been said of the
importance of such schools in the first years of a mission, as a means of
obtaining congregations. Time was, as the history of our appropriations

shews abundantly, when we admitted this plea
; and we well know, that

there are intelligent and respected missionaries, who would now have such
schools. But the large experience of the Board disapproves of the practice,



86

We would by no means pronounce such schools useless
; but they are in a

degree delusive both to the missionary and his supporters. The size of the

congregation thus constituted is no index of the real interestin the preach-

ing
;
and experience has painfully demonstrated, ttiat this is not the best

way of obtaining a permanent and valuable congregation, nor converts and

churches. The school is not a good nucleus. The common school with

a heathen master, (and even with a Christian master,) has not been a pro-

ductive instrument of conversion. Such a congregation as the missionary

needs, and as will prove an effective nucleus, is the result of the voluntary

principle,—of individual choice in the heathen,—of a gradual process, and

much preaching and painstaking by the missionary. One and another and

another are added to the congregation, and these draw others, until there is

a sufficient number of converted persons, through God’s grace, to be form-

ed into a church. This church is in fact the only effective nucleus
, nor will

its greatest attractive power be attained till it has its pastor and deacons.

So that we now practically repudiate the idea of schools taught by heathen

masters as the best means of obtaining permanent congregations. And this

is a great change from our former views, and not at all the result of theory

but of experience. The first view was usually the theoretical one.

Schools, regarded as converting instrumentalities, have almost wholly

disappointed us; regarding -3.% preparatory means, they have not answered

expectation
;
and as auxiliaries they have been expensive. Yet where there

are competent Christian teachers, and funds to spare for the purpose, it is

well to have schools in heathen villages. In general however, and more

as missions succeed, the funds to appropriate for such purposes will little

more tlian suffice for aiding the native Christians in educating their own
children and for educating catechists and preachers.

Py all means let the principles laid dou n in your report as regards cate-

chists, be followed. Let these be men of true piety; properly instructed ;

wholly devoted to their work; fully employed, and generally in some re-

stricted district; with wages adapted to their sphere, and their necessary

expenses, and covering their rent; residing with their families in their ap-

pointed fields; with no care on our ]iart to provide them houses when they

can possibly obtain them without our aid; and with no extra-allowances,

except in very extraordinary cases, for travelling expenses.

5. Not having yet received a copy of your report on the education of

catechists and teachers, we can speak of it only from memory. If we would

have teachers worth employing, we must in general educate them. The
same is emphatically true of catechists. This latter class will not all need

the same amount of education; and we concur most fully w’ith you in the

opinion, that they should not be taught the English language.

Precisely what arrangements should be made for educating your cate-

chists, with the present numerical force in your several missions, is not

very plain. The Ahmednuggur mission seems to be the only one now pre-

pared to act. That mission has been authorized to make arrangements for

instructing, through the vernacular language, such pious and promising

youth as they may desire to prepare for being helpers in the mission, and
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to furnish them with the means of living where this is necessary to their at-

tending school. In view of particular cases, and not as a permanent arrange-

ment, provision was also made to afford the means of attending the

school to as many as six other youth, who, though not pious, and some of

them not yet actually separated from their pagan religion, are promising,

at an annual expense not to exceed two hundred and fifty rupees.

Our experience in boarding-schools in our somewhat extended sj'stem

of missions, has not been altogether satisfactory. The experience has been

cliiefly on what we have seen denominated in India the hoi-house system,

where the youth were isolated from tlieir heathen friends and idolatrous

festivals, and lived altogether under the missionary’s eye. Where the;

youth are taken early and the isolation is complete, the proportion of hope-

ful conversions is considerable; but we have found these results, with some

exceptions, less practical, less available for entire, self denying service than

we have expected. On the whole, we are adverse to what one of your

number expressively called “educating on speculation lhat is, to boarding

schools composed chiefly of heathen youth, sustained in the hope of their

becoming converted, and so available as helpers in our work. The results

are not such as to justify the cost. Our experience strongly inclines us to

believe, that we have repeatedly begun too early and expended too much
money and strength in training helpers ; and that it is better to defer the

systematic effort— f/(c school— till the converts adapted to our purpose jus-

tify the expense of the institution. How large a number of your present

helpers are uneducated men, except in the ability to read the Scriptures, and

to expound, mainly from their own experience, the leading truths of the

gospel ! And yet how useful have they been ! With more education,

they would aln)ostof course have been more valuable; but, at the outset,

who would have rejected their co-operation 1 Let us employ such helpers

as we have, in the beginning of our efforts, and the belter educated will

come in due titne. We only add, that you may rely on the disposition

of the Prudential Committee to aid you to the extent of their ability, in

really promising efforts for bringing forward an efficient native ministry at

the earliest possible day.

6. The forming of village stations occupied a prominent jilace in our

late deliberations. Nothing in all your prospective operations interested

us so much, as the openings and arrangements for preaching the gospel

over the wide and beautiful valleys of the Deccan. Several of these broad

valleys we had the opportunity of traversing to some extent, and of sur-

veying from certain Pisgahs, commanding wide views;— the Godnvery, of

vast extent; the Sina, on which Ahmednuffgur is situated; the valley ac-

cessible from Seroor
;

and the beautiful plain of Satara. A delight-

ful and ever-to-be-remembered illustration of the species of missionary

labor adapted to these great rural districts, came within our observation

in a tour we made with Messrs. Ballantine and Barker to Khokar and Wa-
dale, and thence back to Ahmednuggur by way of Newase and Chande.

What we saw was like the cluster of grapes of Eschol borne by Caleb and

Joshua from the Promised Land,—a sample of the country and of what it
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might be expected to produce. The interest of our missions in West-
ern India will turn, we are persuaded, upon the cultivation of these rural

districts. For their culture we have now three principal centres, or bases

of operation,—Ahmednuggur, Satara, and Kolapur. Bombay sustains a

common relation to the whole interior operation. Judging from the expe-
rience at Ahmednusgur, it would seem that the value of the effort in the

cities and towns will be much enhanced by the reaction ofthe more stirring

and effective effort among the villages.

One of the providential results of our visit has been to arrange the plan,

on which the rural stations may be sustained. The native roads are

nearly inpracticable in the rains, from their bridgeless torrents and deep
mud; and that being the season for acute diseases, families have scrupled

to settle where medical and friendly succor in times of sickness w'ould be

so difficult of access. The progress of English roads, especially railroads,

will ultimately diminish, if not destroy, the force of this objection. It was
obvious to us, in our visit to the Godavery, that there was weight in the

objection; and it was arranged, that the missionary occupying the rural

.station should have the option of retiring to a central post during the rains.

At other times and during three fourths of the year, it is at least as healthy

in the country as in the city, and with houses adapted to the hot season,

we should think the country to be preferred. Such houses, of one story,

with thatched roofs, and to cost no more than Rs. 2,000, it is proposed to

build; with the understanding, that when the time comes for the missionary

to remove to another post, the windows and woodwork, valued at one

fourth the original cost of the house, will go to complete the dwelling for

the new station. Thus stations may be multiplied as fast as God is pleased

to provide the men and means.

Another feature of this plan should not be omitted. Being freed, by the

kind assurances of those who have most to do in guiding the operations of

the English missions in Western India, of all fear of interference, we the

more confidently place a missionary at Khokar, rather than Newase; in

the centre of villages where the Holy Spirit has already begun evidently to

bless our labors, where a rural church is about being formed, and where the

new missionary may at once and daily find interesting employment. We
thus follow the lead of the Divine Agent; leaving Toka, on the great road

to Aurungabad, or Newase, or some other place in that region, for subse-

quent occupation as a secondary centre. And thus it is proposed to do;

pushing rut into villages in every direction, and pitching our tent for

special efforts where the Lord shall direct by his spirit.

7. The report on mission extension is an elaborate and highly interest-

ing view of the great field now unoccupied, except by ourselves, from the

pen of one who has traversed more of it preaching the gospel, than any

other Christian missionary. How affecting to think that it is all accessible;

that the gospel may be proclaimed in all its thousand villages without peril

to life or limb; and that the great part of its people are yet to hear of the

name and love of Jesus ! It must not be understood, that we claim the

whole of the great field here presented. Alas, it will be many years, we
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fear, before we sliall fully occupy (he district connected with our principal

centres.

8. The printing establishment is the subject of one of your reports. It

is an institution of large extent, and by means of its job printing, it earned

Rs. 93,487, during the eight years ending with 1853. Its usefulness has

been great. But there is no longer reason for our maintaining so large an

establishment in Western India. Pecuniary profit should not be the pur-

suit of a (nissionary society ; especially when the department of printing

whieh is the souree of gain has necessarily an absorbing influence on the

time of the missionary superintendent. The Prudential Committee require

therefore, that the establishment be reduced to a vernacular basis. A far-

ther reduction will be expedient whenever the vernacular printing, or any

considerable part of it, can be adequately performed elsewhere in Bombay.

As the printing ( stablishment is for the benefit of the four missions, and

as the appropriations to the several missions for printing are of considerable

amount in the aggregate, a change will be made in its management, which

will doubtless receive your approbation. It will no longer lie with any one

mission to determine what shall he printed and published ; but the Pru-

dential Committee will annually appoint a Publishing Committee, to

whose credit the appropriations will be placed by the Treasurer of the

Board,—to be expended for the sole use and benefit of the missions to

which they arc given, and in accordance with the wishes of the several

missions.

If a majority of the Publishing Committee shall believe that a work pre-

sented by any one of the missions for publication is not such as the Board

ought to bear the expense of publishing, or that it is not duly |)repared for

the press, the committee will decline to print it, stating frankly their

reasons. It is made no part of their duty to revise or edit the works sub-

mitted for publication
;
but simply to judge as to the propriety of their

being printed at the expense of the Board. The appeal from their

decision, if one be made, will be to the Prudential Committee.

The whole conduct of the establishment is committed to this Publishing-

Committee, and they will be expected to make an annual report to the

Prudential Committee. They are instructed to undertake no job-work in

the English language; and to purchase no printing-press and cast no new
founts of type without the consent of the Prudential Committf^a previous-

ly obtained
; and this consent being ol the nature of an appropriation,

should be asked in season to come into the appropriations of the year.

Before engaging to do woik for any one of the missions, the Putdishing

Committee will consider whether the funds in their hands appropriated to

that mission are of .sufficient amount to meet all the expenses
; and they

will carefully abstain I'rom all work exceeding the amount of the appro-

priation. The Publishiig Committee will consist, in the first instance, of

Messrs. Ballanlitie, Fairbank and Hazen.

9. A few remarks are due from us on your report concerning the English

High School at Bombay. We were pleased to see that you embodied the

reasons in favor of such a school, drawn up by the e.steerned principal
;
and

]2
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we believe llie considerations you have stated against the AinericanBoard’s

assuming the expense of such an institution in Bombay, are entirely con-

clusive. The Deputation felt at liberty to authorize the institution to go

on at the charge of the Board to the exi)iration of its year, at the rate of

Rs. 250 a month. This was less than the actual cost of the institution on
its present scale; hut the Prudential Committee had resolved to expend no

more than that, at present, for a school of any sort in the Bombay Presi-

dency. This of course governed us in the limitation. You will probably

find the paper we read, in the printed minutes.

It is due to the Prudential Comnuttce to say, that this is not receding

from any ground heretofore taken by them. Our respected brethren of the

Bombay mission were so impressed with the urgency of the reasons in favor

of sucli a school, that they lelt unalde to wait for the action of the Com-
mittee on their request, and i>resumed, though incorrectly, that the Com-
mittee’s reply would lie in the affirmative. The Committee were indeed

much impressed by the representation sent them from India, which seemed

to them to prove more than had been intended by their brethren; namely,

that a state of tilings existed in Western India, which might render it im-
possible for the Board long to continue its operations there. The whole

question assumed so much importance, and was withal so difficult of solu -

tion, that it liccame the immediate occasion of our visiting India. The
utmost extent to which the Committee were able to go, with the informa-

tion before them, was to authorize tlie forming of a school at Bombay, in

which, w ithout excluding the English language, the vernacular should be

the grand medium of instruction, and the annual exqienses should not ex-

ceed Rs. f!,(;00.

Your General Meeting has jiroved to our satisfaction, with what we have

seen a: (1 learned elsewhere, that the Ameiican churches may have a pros-

perous system of missions in the Deccan, with the ordinary blessing of

Heaven, w ithout such a school as was projKised in the Bombay Presidency.

We believe, too, that some change should now be made in the working of

the Bombay mission. Heretofore, for years past, our respected brethren

there have been much occupied with labor.5 of general usefulness, chiefly

through the press,— as w e think you have intimated in one of your reports
;

perhaps that on results, in accounting for there being no more visible fruits

in Bombay. We need now to labor more w'ith a view to exerting a local

influence,— to making an inqiression on the inhabitants of that great city

by means of the oral proclamation of the gospel. It is proposed to build a

new chapel, b.y means of a legacy given years ago for chapel-building, on the

vacant lot adjoining the present one, to be made more accessible and in-

\ iting to the people
;
and that it have a chaiidi, or zayat, in front, to be

frequently opened for informal preaching during the week. Chaudis are

to be opened, also, in ditferent parts of the city, to be frequented by mem-
bers of the mission. It is hoped that a native pastor may be found, ere a

long time, for the Church already existing; and that a more fully organized

and active native church will render the mission and its operations, through

the divine favor, more attractive and interesting to young converts.
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As mention has been made of the proposed new chapel, it may be well

also to say, that while the lower pari of the present chapel and the buildings

in the rear will suffice for the printing establishment in its reduced form, it

is found that the upper part, or present hall for worship, with the ground

and buildings on either side may be made to furnish excellent accommoda-

tions for a missionary family; and that the mission houses at Byculla may
both be advantageously sold. Should the ^^ay be opened hereafter for sucli

a high school as the Board can properly sustain, it may be well to devote to

it a part or the whole of the rooms it is proposed to form in the old chapel,

and leave the members of the mission to procure dwellings on rent in the

city, as we are informed tiiey may do to their satisfaction.

10. Your report on caste and polygamy, is not the less gratifying for

being what our previous knowledge of your proceedings had led us to

expect.

11. The report on salaries recognizes the obvious fact, that salaries in

cities must generally be larger than in the country; and more in large towns,

than in rural districts.

12. We concur with you as to the inexpediency of receiving grants

from the Government in aid of our mission schools. The reasons you assign

are conclusive on the subject. At the same lime we cannot foi bearexpress

ing the pleasure we had in reading the recent Despatch on Education of

the Honorable East India Company, regarded as a government measure,

which gave rise to the discussion in our meeting.

13. We are also happy to concur in the visvvs embodied in your report

on books and tracts.

14. We have not received a copy of your report on buildings, and the details

of it are not distinctly in mind. The opinion expressed, that Ks. 2,500 will

suffice for building a house in Ahmednuggur, large enough for an ordinary

missionary family, will naturally govern the Prudential Committee in their

future appropriations for houses, not only in Ahmednuggur, but in Satara

and Kolapur. Care should be taken hereafter to avoiil the inconvenience

resulting at Ahmednuggur, Bhingar and Satara, from having' houses

constructed for more than a single family. The practice is liable to give

rise to a standard for house-building, that would need correcting.

15. We have not a copy of the report on the results of past efforts in

your missions. It is obvious, that but a very small portion of the results

of your missions are yet discernible by human eye.

16. The report on missionaries eisifing 1/te United States, is not before

us. If spared to return home ourselves, we will see that it is brought to

the consideration of the Prudential Committee, and that you are apprised

of the result. Meanwhile, as a letter we had addressed to the Prudential

Committee on the overland passage, by way of the Red Sea and Egypt,

was read in your meeting, in connection with the consideration of the above

named report, it may be well here to make a lew remarks on that route.

The unfavorable conclusion to which we came as to the bearing of this

route on health, was not expected by us Nor did it arise from infelicities

in our own position
;

for having opportunity to engage our passages early,



we had comparatively good accommodations. And the time of our passage

(October) is one of the best in the year; nor were we without much pre-

vious experience in other modes of traversing the sea.

^Ve came to the conclusion, that the only advantage afforded by the

‘ overland’ route, is the saving of time. When time must at all events be

saved, (as in our own case,) this will be the route. But the time wall pro-

bably be saved at much physical, mental and moral e.xpense to thetraveller.

Mr. Munger, who came with us in order that he might take part in the

discussions of the general meeting, said emphatically, that the route

around the Cape of Good Hope would be more favoralde to health and com-

fort. The invariable testimony of all whom we questioned on board the

steamer from Suez, was, that this is not the route for invalids, or for persons

of delicate constitution. This is our own decided opinion. Dr. Tidman,

Secretary of the London Missionary Society, said to us, that they regarded

the Cape route as the only one for their missionaries, on account of the

great and sudden transitions of climate, and the exposure of health, on the

‘ overland.’ The fatigue and risk of the ten days before emerging from the

influence of the African and .•\rabian shores, of the eighteen hours in the

desert, and of the night spent on the Nile, following in rapid succession,

are alone a sufficient reason, wdiere one is at liberty to choose, fora voyage

around the Cape of Good Hope.

In the letter read at the general meeting, we gave a descriptive history

of the inconveniences to which many of our fellow' passengers were sub-

jected during the voyage, and among them our brother and sister Munger.

These were found to be unavoidable; and missionaries, going from Bombay,

or coming from the United States, could never be sure of escaping them.

This history we may not here recapitulate. The only certain expedient

for securing good accommodations, for a married missionary, would be to

pay the expense of a saloon cabin from the outset of the voyage; at the

risk of missing t!ie steamer, and losing half the passage tnoney ; which few

could afford to do.

We found much less time and opportunity for reading and study on this

route, than we had expected
;
and our opportunities for doing good, as

ministers of the gospel, were very small. There are in fact three distinct

voyages, and the social relations are changed with each voyage, and are

disturbed at every landing. Each of the voyages is complete in itself, and

independent of the others. Your room in one steamer, your seat at the table,

and your conceded rights, have no effect in determining your claims in the

next. Each voyage has its distinct and complete experience, as really as

one of four months
; and all and more than all the infelicities of the long-

er voyage around the African continent seemed here crowded and con-

densed into the shorter time.

The great comparative expense of the passage by way of the Red Sea

and Egypt, should not be overlooked. For a single passenger it is as fol-

low's :—viz.
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From Bombay to Southampton,

Expenses in England, at least

From Liverpool to Boston,

Incidentals, including presents.

Expense from Bombay to Boston, £ 142

This is about $710. The expense of a married missionary would be about

$ 1,500. The ideaof an invalid or enfeebled missionary returning home by

way of the Red Sea and Egypt, presents itself to us as a practical absurdity.

And we should earnestly advise missionaries, male or female, coming out

to India, to come by way of the Cape of Good Hope. Where any go by

the overland route, only that part of the expense, according to a resolution

of the Prudential Committee, which is equivalent to that of a reasonable

return around the Cape, will be chargeable to the Board.

17. In remarking, finally, upon your report on temporal aid from mis-

sion funds for indigent native Christians, we come to one of the chief

difficulties in India missions. Not tiiat we have any doubt, whether such

aid should be withheld. The })rinciple that Missionary Societies cannot

give lem|)oral aid to indigent native Christians, ought to be strenuously

maintained, and should be known and understood by every convert in India.

But the cases of distress from embracing Christianity are often so extrerne

through the operation of caste and the constitution of native society, and the

strain is so great upon the synapathies and firmness of the missionary, that

principles are always in danger of yielding and giving way to the immense
and continued pressure. And besides, there is a question how far such

personal suffering, as the consequence of embracing the gospel, has a claim

on the benevolence of the Christian world.

In point of fact, we soon found the subject involved in practical difficult-

ies ;—connected, more or less directlv, with (he working of the boarding

school, the employment of native helpers, the use of the mission Compounds,
and the printing establishment, though with the last it was chiefly prospec-

tive. It there have been instances of direct pecuniary relief afforded to per-

secuted converts and inquirers from mission funds, your report assures us

that such cases will not be repeated. If there is a boarding school, whether
for males or females, the danger will be of admitting more persons into it,

than ought to be received. There is danger, too, of employing persons as

teachers, or catechists, merely because suffering for want of employment
and the means of living.

The mission compound— as the enclosed ground around the mission

house is called,—or rather the uses to which that encIosu;e is applied, re-

garded as an institution, is peculiar, we believe, to India. It perhaps

awakened the more concern in us, from our imperfect knowledge of it be-

fore coming to this country, and from the great attractive, centralising

power it seemed to possess. A census of the three compounds in Ahmed

-

nugg'ur gave 35 native families, and 163 persons, old and young ;
besides 13

families and 53 persons sustained by rendering service in the mission

families,— all having their cottages rent-free, with the immunities and pri-
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vileges afforded by the mission premises. Tliis presented itself to us as in

conflict with the principle, that temporal aid should not be afforded from

the funds of missionary societies. These were in fact little villages, built

up and maintained by the Board, and invested with European protection

and privilege for the use of converts. Though the cost was small, the

principle was there, of rendering temporal aid to indigent Christians
;
and

whereunto might it grow f It was a refuge, an asylum
;
and it had and must

have a strongly attractive influence, in proportion to the general diffusion

of extreme poverty among the mahar converts of the country villages. To
us it seemed to be entering largely into your general system of operations,

and to be incompatible with any great extension of your missions. Its cen-

tralising influence, drawing native converts from the villages
;

its deceptive

influence, giving to the centres an appearance of prosperity and strength,

which they had not in fact; its nature as an as 3 luin, fostering the feelingof

dependence in the native mind, and weakening the mission in all its depart-

ments and ramifications;—were most freely discussed by us, and received

by you with much kindness of feeling.

The thing lias grown insensibly
; and, like many other things, is seen to

be an evil only wlien it has attained a certain magnitude. The following

suggestions may perhaps direct to a course of treatment, which will bring

it gradually to an end.

(1.) That no cottages be built on the mission premises, without the ex-

press sanction of the Prudential Committee.

(2 ) If a catechisi, or teacher, paid by the Board, occupyahouse on the

mission premises, that he pay as rent for the house all that is added to his

wages in view of the new regulation requiring sucli to procure houses for

themselves.

(.3.) That none be allowed to use ami reside on the mission premises,

who, but for such an asylum, would remain in their own villages.

(4.) That an influence lie used to get those back into their villages as

soon as possible, who are titled to be useful there.

Your report speaks of tlie printing establishment as affording an oppor-

tunity for giving employment to converts. In its present state of enlarge-

ment, it employs 125 persons. When reduced, the number will be less,

but still large for some time to come. In a narrow view of our great wqrk

in India, we might be content to concentrate our converts upon this esta-

blishment till we had the satisfaction of knowing, that all our workmen

were Christians. But this would be drawing, for a time at least, the very

life-blood from our whole village system. It would be treating conversions

as an end, and not as a means of more numerous conversions and farther en-

largement. How many lights,—feeble it may be, every one, but still lights

kindled up by the Divine Spirit in dark places,—would thus be hid ! This

is not the way to spread the knowledge and influence of Christianity over so

large a country as India. If there are converts, whom we should educate

as printers, binders, or type-makers, let such be placed in the printing

establishment, and learn these trades. Otherwise let us be slow to do this.

If the converts can make out to live in the interior, send them not to Bom-
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bay. Guard our press against putting forth such disturbing, weakening

influences. We accord entirely with your views as to the unhappy influence,

on the whole, of industrial schools, as an element in missionary operations.

We liave tried them in another part of the heathen world. What you have

written is an answer to tlie intelligent memorial we received from our

native brethren at Ahmednuggur on that subject; though we sliall ourselves

reply to it at our earliest convenience. The press, regarded in this light, is

not an exception to the general rule. But it is in respect to its influence,

worked in a remote city, in abstracting converts from their homes and

friends, and where they are known, and where their example and labors

will best advance tlie cause of the Redeemer, that we would p>it you espe-

cially on your guard.

We are constrained. Dear Brethren, to regard you as in much danger

of yielding too much to your sympathies. The brahmans, the gosavis, and

the mahars whose patils are persecutors, may at first need help, and an

appeal could be made for such to private benevolence
;
but tliese cases of'

extreme necessity will bear but a small numerical proportion to the whole.

For the mass of the converts no such appeals will need to be made; and

the more general and extreme the povei ty of the community, t!ie less will

be the occasion for temporal aid, and the more the objection to giving it in

any form. Then consider the history of the progress of Christianity in all

ages. Through what terrible suffering! What mockings and scourgings !

What bonds and imprisonments !
“ They were stoned, they were sawn

asunder, were tempted, w'ere slain with the swmrd. They wandered about

in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented, (of whom
the world was not worthy;) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains,

and in dens and caves of the earth.” Had not the king of Zion good rea-

sons for all this 1 And this is as true of converts under the Christian dispen-

sation, as under the old. For some reason it has pleased God to connect

severe suffering with the introduction of the gospel into almost every land

and people. In India, where a great Protestant empire has the rule, there

can of course be no outlawry against the Christian convert, no unsheathing

of the sword, no kindling of the faggot. But does the compassionate and

all-wise Saviour design there shall be no severe trial of faith and patience,

no painful test of the love and principle of his disci|)lesl We cannot be-

lieve it. Without a severe discipline of some sort, the gospel will not take

deep root in the soil. The religion will be mercenary, time-serving, and

open to all heresies and immoralities.

Let it be, then, our grand business to preach the gospel, with a view to

the conversion of the people of India to God
;
leaving the new community

resulting from this to find its true place and relations in the great India com-
munity,—doing indeed what we can, without neglecting our great calling,

for the relief of our suffering converts,—but assured, that the only effectual

relief will be in the general preponderance of the Christian faith.

Our discussion of subjects has been prolonged so unexpectedly, that we
have neither time nor space for general remarks. We must not omit, how-
ever, to express our high satisfaction and our lively gratitude to God in
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view of our meeting witli you at Alitnednuggur
; and of your fraternal ex-

pression, at its close, of your affection for us, and of the gratification and
profit wliich our visit had occasioned to you indiv idually. We are happy in

reciprocating your affection and love. Our esteem for you as brethren and
sisters, and our confidence in you as laborers in the Lord’s vineyard, have
been strengthened by our late personal intercourse; and we shall ever re-

joice fo be instrumental in cheering you on in your difficult, but honorable
and transcendently important work.

‘'Finally, Bretliren, farewell. Be perfect; be of good comfort
; beofone

mind
; live in peace

; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.”
We are your brethren and fellow-laborers in the gospel;

R. Anderson.
A. C. Thompson.

Deputation.

Postscript to the General Letter.

In our General Letter of the 15th inst. mailed at Quilon, we cordially

sanctioned the principles in your report on Native Teachers and Catechists.

On farther reflection, it seems important to make a few remarks on the fol-

lowing paragrapli; viz.

“ We think no catechist should be employed, who devotes a portion of

his time to secular pursuits. Should he manage a farm, or any other kind

of business, even though he employ servants or agents to jierform the man-
ual labor, still his mind will be diverted from his appropriate work; his

mission duties w ill be neglected
;
and both his lay brethren £ nd the heath-

en will soon begin to look upon him as a mission jiensioner.”

In all cases where this result will follow, such :irule should doubtless ap-

jdy
;
and not only to the class of persons for whom it was especially de-

signed, but also fo native pastors. We think, however, there should be a

distinction allowed in regard to Catechists. If there are native converts,

who iire a l)!e to perform certain services well in the department of catechists,

and will be faithful, and can support themselves in part meanwhile by

secular labors, it is important to our grand ultimate object—a self-sustain-

ing Christianity in the land—that even such should be employed on this

basis.

But when we come to apply the principle underlying this paragraph to

pastors oj the churches in rural districts, then the subject assumes great

practical imiiortance. If such pastors are never to labor with their own
hands in order lo eke out their support, if none are to be ordained except

such as will look to their people or to the missionary society for their whole

living, then the time for filling the country with pastors is, we fear, very

far distant. We cannot believe, that tiie native piety of India is to have a

mercenary character so hopeless as to forbid the expectation of finding

Christian converts who will be laliorious and faithful in the service of

Christ, while working with their own hands for a part or the whole of their

support. We have yet heard of no experience in India, or elsewhere over
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the whole globe, that justified such an opinion, nor do we believe it wjll

ever exist.

The idea should indeed he inculcated through all the native churches,

that the gospel laborer is worthy of his hire from the people for whom he

labors in the gospel. It is a Scripture doctrine, and all the churches should

, receive it as such. But if the people are unable, or even for a time and for

any cause, unwilling to support the native pastor, it does not follow that he

as a servant of Christ, commissioned to preach the gospel, is not bound to

preach to them, even though he have to spend a part of his time and

strength in some remunerative secular work. He surely cannot claim his

whole support from foreign churches, as a thing of personal right, because

his own people are unable or refuse to support him ; nor is it wise for

those churches to be profuse in this direction. It may often be the solemn

duty of the native ministry, thus situated, to support themselves, more or

less, by manual labor. The churches of India will be an exception to those

of all other lands, if it be not. Even the great Apostle, from necessity,

oftener from regard to a high Christian expediency, devoted days and nights

to manual toil. He did so at Corinth, at Ephesus, at Thessalonica. Acts

18 : 3. 20 : 34. I Thess. 2:9. II Thess. 3:8. At Ephesus, he minister-

ed with his own hands, not only to his personal necessities, but to those

of his companions. In Macedonia, he “wrought with labor and travail,

night and day,” and was chargeable to no one. This he did “to make him-

self an ensample.” And how were the pastors supported, whom he, with

the aid of Timothy and Titus, ordained “in every cityl” Those enter-

prizing and successful missionaries had no funds for this purpose. There

were no missionary societies to furnish them. Often, very often no doubt

the churches were too poor to raise even a moiety of their i>astors’ support.

And whence were those pastors obtained I There is but one probable

supposition. The best men were selected that could be found in the city,

and if the people did not enable them to give themselves wholly to their

ministry, they must have supplied the deficiency by some remunerative se-

cular labor. Was it to be “ an ensample” to smcA, that the holy apostle

sometimes turned aside from his high calling, and wrought at tent-making 1

The gospel cannot be established in new regions, without much of ma-
nual toil by the native ministry for their own support. Such necessity has

more or less existed in every part of our own country. Even now it exists

over wide portions of country. The apostle Paul was “an ensample” to

ministers of Christ in every age, and every land. The necessity for minis-

ters to work with their own hands, exists, and will long exist, in India.

We must insist upon a practical recogntion of it by the native pastors and

preachers. They must act as servants of Christ, and not as hirelings ;

from love to souls, and not to filthy lucre. It is to guard against a seem-

ing admission on our part, that the India ministry should come under the

rule laid down for catechists; and also to express our belief, that exceptions

may be made even in regard to the subordinate class of gospel laborers

;

that we have added this postscript to our epistle which had already attained

to an extraordinary length.

13
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The tenor o( the discussions in your general meeting leave no doubt in

'our minds, that these views will have your hearty concurrence.

We are, as ever, respectfully and most truly.

Yours,

R. Anderson,
A. C. Thompson,

Deputation.

Satoor, Southern India,

Jan. 30, 1S55.

Expression of opinion of the Missionaries with reference to the visit of the

Deputation.

As the Deputation are now about leaving us, it is due to ourselves as

well as to them to express the gratification which their visit has afforded

us and our sense of the benefit conferred upon the Missions of the Ame-
rican Board in the Marathi country by the opportunity we have enjoyed

of meeting and conferring with them. They have carefully examined the

working of these Missions in all their departments and have given us

many valuable suggestions and wise counsels. Their efforts to retrench

the expenses of our Missions, have had our hearty concurrence and in

this matter they exhibited a liberality and regard to our feelings which

have gratified us much. The results of their extended experience and

observation in reference to Missionary operations in other countries have

led us to view some questions of Mission policy in a different light from

that in which we should have otherwise viewed them and we have reason

to regard their counsels in reference to these subjects as very timely and

important. They have given us new ideas of the best mode of gathering

and organizing Churches, placing native pastors over them and preparing

them speedily to be self-governing and self-sustaining Churches. These

suggestions we regard as extremely important to the best working of our

Missions. We have also been very much gratified in the opportunity we
have had of social and religious intercourse with the members of the De-
putation and our souls have been very much animated and quickened by

the exhibition of their religious views and feelings. May the Great Head
of the Church prosper them on their way and attend their visits to other

Missions whither they are sent, with his blessing, making them the means

of great good to all those Missions even as they have been to us.



APPENDIX.
A List of Books and Tracts, in llie Vernacular Languages of India

printed at the American Mission Press in Bombay.*

For the A. B. C. F. M. and the American Tract Society.

No. of 1st Ed.
Oii6C«

pases. pub’d. in

A Scripture Tract in Maratlu — 8vo. 8 1817
The Way to Heaven 16 1818

A School Book — 16mo. 64 >9

First I.iessons— — 16 )

Marathi Numerical Tables 16mo. 48 >9

The Way to Heaven in Gujarati 1819

Compassion of Christ toward Sinful men in

Marathi 16mo. 8

Sermon on the Mount — >>

Catechism 82mo. 40 9)

Hymn Book — 16mo. 16 5)

Scripture History — — 12mo. 70 ))

A Help to the acquisition of the English Lan-
guage. English and Marathi- - 12mo. 180

Trial of False Gods, &c., Marathi — 32mo. 12 1820

Ten Commandments, Marathi, Portuguese, La-
tin and English 9 )

Summary of Scripture Doctrines ——. Marathi. 8vo. 84
1822Three Words

,, 12mo. 20
On the Worship of God —

,, 12mo. 32
Geography and Astronomy with plates— ,, 8vo. 5 )

Ten Commandments with comments
,,

1825
Wrath to Come

,, 18mo. 24
Good Tidings —

,, 32mo. 32
Useful Instruction —

,, 18mo. 63
On Prayer

,, ) )

Letter from Converts to their Countrymen ,, 22 5 )

Hymns — „ 8vo. 47
Tidings 18mo. 14 >>

Prayers and Hymns -
,, 18mo. 70

Forms of Worship
,, 12mo. 22 1832

Hymns for Public worship, (in Hindu mea-
sures)-. Marathi. 1833

Good Instruction — - — .
,, 12mo. 8

Concerning Salvation
,, 8

True remedy for sinners ,, 8
True Atonement

,, 8
Birth of Christ - „ 16
Preparation for death „ 9
Sufferings and death of Christ „ 15
On Regeneration

,, 16
Biblical Instruction —

,, 8vo. 16

* This list may be incomplete. The compiler has no perfect lists of the works
published many years ago, and some of them have been long out of print and no
copies can now be found. Of books printed for parties other than Missionary and
Tract Societies, only the larger works are included in this list.
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Size.
No. of 1st. Ed.
pa^es. pub’d. in.

Maratlu Shlokas, &c. Marathi. 8VO. 98 1833
Address to the Jews —.— ,, 12mo. 88

1835LifeofBabaji „ 12mo. 76

A Sermon — ,, ISmo. 24
Compendium of tlie Bible ,,

History of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Clirist.

12mo. 43
5 5

Maratlii 12mo. 304 1834
Psalms and Hymns, in English measures, Mar. 8 VO. 3S 1835
Child’s Book on the Soul, 2 Barts ,, 12mo. 211 1836
Catechism on the Lord’s Prayer ,, 12mo. 35
Arithmetic in three parts— ,, 12mo. 1S6 1837
Child at Home, 1st chap— ,, 12mo. 20
Intellectual Arithmetic ——— ,, 12mo. 169 1840
Wisdom of her Ways — ,, 12mo. 30 1841
Address to mothers ,, 12mo. 25
Easy Lessons English, Marathi Vocabulary 12mo. 294 1842
Marathi Primer Mar. 18mo. 52 1843
Radliaiiatli ,, 32mo. 1844
Pilgrimages ,, 18mo. 12

Topical Questions on the Scriptures ,, 12mo. 101

1845Hymns for Divine Worship — .—~ ,, 18mo. 148
Poor Swaizelaiid — ,, ISmo. 18 1844
Inquiry concerning the want of rain ,, 18mo. 8 1845
African Girl and other Stories, ,, 32mo. 32

Astronomy, with plates ,, 12mo. 45 1846
Natural Philosophy, w ith plates — „ 12rno. 95

Account of Jagannath — ,, 18mo.
The Cholera— —„ ,, ISmo.
A Treatise on Logic — ,, 12mo. 41

Rew ards of Drunkenness— ,, 18mo 12 1847
Bombay Native Almanac, for 1847 ,, 8vo. 168 1847
A Small Arithmetic ,, 18mo. 72 1848
A Small Geography —™ ,, 18mo. 44 1847
Marathi Grammar ,, Svo. 110 1848
Music Book.,- — ,, ISmo. 68

Almanac for 1848 ,, Svo.

Child’s Book on Repentance ,, 12mo 92

Shepherd of Salisbury Plain —„ ,, ISmo. 58 1849
1st Prize Essay on the Holi ,, ISmo. 72

ISmo. 68

Almanac for 1849 — ,, Svo.

Other Worlds ,, ISmo. 33 1850
Honesty ——

,, 32mo. 32
55

Picture Book for Children ,, 32mo. 32
Parley the Porter

,,

Principles of English Grammar and Idiomatic

ISmo. 48
>5

Sentences English and Marathi, - , 12mo. 295 1851

Almanac for 1851,,^ — Mar. Svo. 40 1850

,, ,, 1852 ,, Svo. 40 1851

,, ,, 1853 —

—

,, Svo. 40 1852
Svo. 40 1853

Easy Primer and Vocabulary in Mar. ™ ,, ISmo. 116 1851

Various Systems of Religion — — ,, ISmo. 100

Old Testament Selections ,, 12ino. 230

Lambs Fed ,, ISmo. 52
55
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Scripture Stories

Book of Beasts—

Book of Birds~

—

Mar.

5 ,

Gujarati.

Maratlii.

Gujarati.

Marathi.Music Manual——
Manual of Sanskrit Grammar — —
The Dnyanodaya. A semi-monthly Magazine

in Marathi and English, each No. 16 pages

Royal 8vo. from 1842 to present time
Portions of Scripture.* Gospel of Mathew, Mar.

Acts of the Apostles.— — .

—

,,

Gospel of John ,,

Epistles James—Jude — ,,

Gospel of Mark ,,

Epistle to the Hebrews—— ,,

Size.
No. of
pages.

1st Ed.
pub’d. in

12mo . 72
Roy.Svo' 24 1851

24 1854
20 1851
20 1854

Roy.8vo. 12 1853

)> 20 1854

1842
1817
1818

1819
1820
1822
1824

For the Bombay Tract and Book Society.

Size.
No. of

Letters to Indian Youth on the Evidences of the Christian

Religion — English. 12mo. 223
Life of Mohammad- — — ,, I80IO. 178
Pilgrim’s Progress— - Marathi. 12mo. 257
Evidences of Christianity — .—— ,, 18mo. 128
Natural Theology — ,, 12mo. 235
School Boy— —— ,, 18mo. 178
History of the Christian Church—— ,, Roy.8vo. 260
On Faith — — — ,, 120
Lives of the C»sars ,, 12mo. 210
Barth’s Bible Stories—Old Testament ,, 12mo. 191
Barth’s Bible Stories—New Testament ,, 12mo. 174
Pleasing Instruction — ,, 12mo. 326
Ratna Mala — .—— ,, 32mo. 256
Dharma Prabodh — ,, 18mo. 239
Mother at Home — — ,, 221
Life of Luther — ,, 12mo. 185
Life of Mohammad — — ,, 162
Female Education.—Prize Essay — ,, 59
On Hindu Festivals.—do.. — —„ ,, 86
Nature’s Wonders —— — 191
Kindness to Animals — —— ,, 92
Christian Narratives ,, 18mo. 248
The Idols Destroyed— — 32mo. 32
The African Girl, and other Stories —

,
32

Narayan Bawa— 32
Child’s Picture Book— —

1

32

* After 182-3 the American Missions acted in concert with the Bombay Branch of
the British and Foreign Bible Society, except that in 1843 the Ahmednuggur Mis-
sion printed a separate version of the Gospels.
t In addition to many of the previous works which are now published by the

Bombay Tract and Book Society.
^
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Size.
NO. of

pages.

First Book for Children Marathi. I8mo. 44

In whom shall w'e trust — — >> 27

Gospel Catechism — 53 45
Pilgrimages and Cholera — — sj 33 52

Henry and his Bearer >, 33 55
Dairyman’s Daughter 33 65

jj 34
The Nesrro Servant — — ,, 33 34
Confessions of Leang Afa — ,, 33 23
Tlie True Atonement ,, 33 42
Aloral Stories™ —-- ,, 12mo. 86
Ayah and Lady ...— ,, 33 66
Instructive Stories for Children.- ,, 33 60
Village School ,, 33

Wrath to Come, abridged ,, 18mo. 12
Cocoanut-Day ,, 33 8
On the Choice of a Guru — ,, 33 12
Questions on Hinduism — ,,

18rno.
12

The Ten Commandments ,,

Conversations at Poona - ,,
12ino.

Marks of the True Religion ,, 3 3

On Knowing God —.— ,, 33

Elementary Catechism — ,, 18mo. 28
Good Boys, or Examine Yourselves — „ 33

The Flower Gatherers, &c. — ,, 33 52
A Dialogue on Religion —— ,, 58
Hindu Domestic Reform ,, 12mo. 60
Systems of Speculative Philosophy ,, 33 46
Christian Truths in Marathi verse ,, 18mo. 30
In Whom shall we trust I Metrical tract ,, 37
On Transmigration —- ,, 3 3 20
Lives of the C®sars—„—— Gujarati. 12mo. 304
Life of Mohammad — ,, 154
Three Worlds ,— 18mo.
In Whom shall we trust 1 ™™——

,,

Good Tidings
Elementary Catechism

33

flenry and his Bearer — 33

First Book for Children — - 44
Child’s Picture Book 32mo. 32
Gospel Catechism — 18mo. 45
First Lessons--.-, , - . - , 32
The Idols destroyed ——— 32
The Touchstone ot 'I’ruth and Falsehood

,, 18mo. 113
The destroyer of Superstition No. 1 Pantheism. 59

Do. do. No. 2 The Inquirer after Guru
directed to Christ — 46

Do, do. No. 3 ” 86
On the choice of a Guru - 12
Letter to a Parsi — — Parsi Gujarati. 32mo. 32
Second letter to a Parsi 47
Letter to a Zoroastrian friend - - 21
Polytheism of the Parsis - - 12mo. 43
Examination of the Parsi Religion 38
Life of Nero

33 41
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Life of Titus Parsi Gujarati.

Life of Trajan —™— ,,

Glory of Jesus Clirist with Hindu version and

English Abridgment .— Sanskrit.

Course of Divine Revelation with Marathi Tran-

Child’s Picture Book Hindustani.

Sermon on the Mount, &c. — ,,

Voice from Heaven — Hindi.

The Priest and the Bible — Portuguese.

The True Cross „
The Protestant Catechism — ,,

Ten Commandments, in Latin, Portuguese, English,

Marafhi, and Romanized Marathi —
Dialogues concerning the Christian and Hindu Religions,

English and Marathi— ,—
Gospel Catechism, English and Marathi
Do. Marathi and Gujarati

The Priest and the Bible, English and Portuguese
Common Errors, do. do.

Sermon on the Mount, &c. English and Hindustani ...

Systems of Speculative Philosophy
;
English and Marathi.

The Atonement do. do.

The Touchstone of Truth and Falsehood, (Conversations)
English and Gujarathi — ...

The Glory of Christ, Sanskrit and Hindi with English

Course of Divine Revelation Sanskrit and Marathi

For the Bombay Auxiliary Bible Society.

The Marathi Bible, complete, in portions as translated

and various reprints of portions -

The Marathi Old Testament
The Marathi New Testament
The Gujarathi New Testament

For Various Parties.

History of Hindustan, Gujarati
Geography in Maratiii
English and Gujarati Grammar
English and Marathi Dictionary, by Maj. Candy
Oriental Christian Spectator, A monthly Magazine in En-

glish of 48 pages from 1833, Each yearly not of
The Temperance Advocate, A monthly Magazine from

1849 to 1850
The Temperance Repository, A Quarterly of 40 pages

1851 to 1854 1 Vol.
Journal of (he Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic So

History of Mahanxshtra
Parsi Religion. Dr. Wilson
Cave Tetnples. Dr. Bird
Bombay Witness, Religious Newspaper, Weekly 1853—

184G

Size.

12mo.
32mo.

Svo.

32mo.

32mo.
18rno.

18mo.

12mo.
18mo.

32mo.
12mo.

8vo.

8vo.

Roy.8vo.
12mo.
12mo.

12mo.

J )

4to.

4to.

Svo.

Roy.Svo

Svo.

Svo.

18mo.
Svo.

Folio.

Folio.

No. of

page.s.

72
45

239

105

32
32
28
31

09
38

(31

88
88
55

G1

60
51

121

139
107

942
571

7GG

3G

838

576

504

51

72
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Catalogue of Bombay Branch Roy. As. Soc
Bombay Medical and Physical Society’s Journal
Metorological Observations

Drill Master’s Assistant —
Elements of Algebra in Marathi
Marathi Grammar. Dadoba’s ^-.-.-Marathi.

History of India— — Gujarati.
Moral Class Book —

,,

Idiomatic Sentences English and Gujarati -

Prayer Book of Episcopal Church, Marathi
English and Hindustani Vocabulary Robertson’s
English and GujarMi Vocabulary ,,

Oriental Calculator —
Cliurcli Missionary Record, a Monthly Magazine 16 pp.
Royal 8vo.—3 Vols., each —

Mechanics, Marathi— — —

Vade-Mecum, Eng., Gujarati, Hindustani and Persian™
Sindhi and English Dictionary

Grammar of Marathi Language in Portuguese

Size.
No. of
pages.

8vo. 272
8vo.

4to.

4to.

4to. 124
8vo.

8vo.

12mo. 190

306
8vo.

12mo.
18mo. 218
18mo. 298
8vo. 437

Roy.8vo. 1S2
12mo.

5>

8vo. 117
Roy.Svo. 500

8VO. 129
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LETTER FROM THE DEPUTATION TO NATIVE CHRISTIANS,

AT AHMEDNUGGUR ON INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS.

Quii.on, SouiH India,

January 2, 18,55,

Dear Brethren in Christ—Tlie traiislalion ot your memorial

on the subject of an Industrial School, dated December 5th, did not

come into our hands till the 2oth, the day when the General Meeting

of the missionaries at Ahmednuggur closed its session; though the

document was communicated to the meeting at an earlier date. Of

course it was not in our power to reply to it before leaving the Deccan;

nor could we reach it, in the necessary order of our writing, till to-

day. We commence our answer here, hoping to complete it on our

way to Trevandrum. Should it be less full than you desire, and leave

much to be supplied by our respected brethren in the mission, you will

kindly remember the circumstances in which we are obliged to write.

It is true, as you have heard, that the American Board has had

some experience in what may be called Industrial Schools. Farmers,

carpenters, blacksmiths, &c., once formed a part of our missions to the

North American Indians. We sent also a farmer with the first body

of missionaries to the Sandwich Islands. This was a long time ago.

The experiment at the Sandwich Islands did not succeed, and the

farmer soon returned home. A female was afterwards sent to those

islands to teach native women to weave, and she remains there still,

being now aged, but has had little success in her especial vocation.

The experiment among the North American Indians, who are an

intelligent race and among whom the gospel has had much success, was

continued long and in different missions ; but the expenses in this

secular department of these missions, were great. Such was the case

even in pursuits in which it was at first supposed the avails of

labor would go far to pay the way ; and now, wc believe, none of

these arrangements are continued, except where the cost is borne

- by the government of the United States, and not at all by our

Board of Missions. The Industrial School was substantially involv-
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ed in all these experiments. The leading object was to teach the

useful arts ; and the effort was made among the youth, where only

it can succeed.

Perhaps the cause of failure existed as much in the laborers, who
were sent out for the purpose, as among the people whom they went to

teach. The men and women employed in the missionary service are

of like passions with others. M’ho is sufficient of himself for any

sphere in the missionary work ? It is God's grace alone which sus-

tains the missionary, and that grace is promised by our Saviour to

those who go forth to proclaim his gospel. Without tliat, not one of the

beloved brethren, who reside among you as ministers of Christ, would

long contentedly endure an absence from their native land and perhaps

from children, without the prospect of any earthly remuneration.

Now Christ will be with his ministers who go abroad to preach his

gospel. But it is not so clear that he requires his people, as such, to

send forth teachers of tlie arts and secular pursuits of life, even to

converts from heathenism in any circumstances, nor that such laborers,

going forth on such a mission, have his promise of special grace to

sustain their spirits and make them agreeable fellow-laborers, and

able to endure unto the end. It is not time yet to know how the

German missions among the Canarese and Malialese of Southern

India (one of which we have visited) will succeed with their industrial

schools. They have already had a somewhat various experience with

their lay-helpers. But if any may be expected to succeed with such

schools, it is the Germans; for German artizans more readily adapt

themselves to subordinate situations and trying circumstances, than

American or English laborers of the same class. At any rate, our

experience has taught us, that it is not conducive to the spiritual

strength and prosperity of missions to send laymen from America to

work as teachers of the arts and pursuits of secular life. However

we may account for it, such is the fact. The Lord has not so smiled

upon our past efforts of this sort, as to cause them to succeed, or to

indicate his pleasure that they should be repeated. The results have

in no case been such as to justify a long continuance of the expense.

Yet not a few of the persons thus employed have possessed much

excellence of character.

But there were also causes of failui’C among the -people who loere

to he benefited by these efforts; that is to say, in the very nature of

the work to be done. It requires more time, industry, and patience

to learn a new trade or occupation in life, than is generally sup-
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posed, or than even real converts to Christianity are usually pre-

pared for. Adults will rarely succeed well, even should the mo-

tive be as strong as that set forth in your memorial. And with the

most skilful, patient and faithful instructors, it is a great labor to

teach any one of the arts to youth; exercising, meanwhile, suffi-

cient control over their conduct, and so forming and guarding their

habits, that their trades shall be useful to themselves and their

community in after life. We have known lay-missionaries, of rare

qualifications and the most exemplary faithfulness, who have seem-

ed to have more to try their natural strength of character, than

even the preachers of the gospel.

We cannot of course know precisely how it would be in India.

In one respect, the circumstances here are unlike those in the missions

to which we have adverted, and would seem to be more favorable

to success. Such new trades and pursuils are deemed here essen-

tial to a Christian livelihood, especially for the Mahar converts.

There is the strong motive of necessity to ensure a prompt and

persevering activity. But let us not lose sight of the precise ob-

ject we have now in view. It is not to furnish employment to

families for the purpose of supporting them, but a school for teaching

the several tiseful trades, by means of which support may ultimately

be gained, independently of pakils, and castes, and the other strik-

ing peculiai’ities of India society. Now, as we have already said,

these trades must be taught to the youth, if taught effectually

;

and youth will everywhere, to a great extent, be little affected by

motives drawn from the circumstances of their community. Youth

is unreflecting and inexperienced.

By this time you may be ready to ask—If missionary societies

may not turn aside from their appropriate work to teach converted

Mahars how to live independently of their pakils and eznployers,

then how are the Mahars to rise and maintain a proper Christian

existence ?

We do not suppose they will do this without much suffering,

much temptation, much trial of tlieir patience and faith. This is

true of all classes—Brahmins, Kunbis, Mahars, Mangs, If they

enter the kingdom of heaven, it will be through much tribulation.

There are no devices by which the greater number will escape this

result. Under the protection of Britisli law and power, they may

not now be cast into the fire, nor slain with the sword. They may
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escape imprisonment, and the utter wreck of property. But the

history of the church show's, that the propagation of the gospel in

all ages is effected through much suffering on the part of the con-

verts. The case has seemed hopeless and desperate, except as the

arm of the Lord was revealed. The question has ever been, “ By
whom shall Jacob arise, for he is small?” When the Lord Jesus

sent forth his disciples to make the first inroads upon the heathen

world, he said to them, “They shall put you out of the synagogues;

yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that

he doeth God service.” If it was so with the Apostles, what

must it have been with their converts? ^vothing in the circum-

stances of the first Christians is more strongly forced upon our

attention, than their extreme poverty. Even in Corinth, Paul’s de-

scription of the first members of the church might well be ap-

plied to many who are now brought into the kingdom in this land;

—

“For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise

men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called.

But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound

the wise ; and God has chosen the weak things of the world to

confound the things that are mighty
; base things of the world and

things which are despised, hath God cliosen, yea, and things which

are not, to bring to nought things that are ; that no flesh should

glory in his presence.” 1 Cor. i. 26—29. Elsewhere he speaks

of them “as poor, yet making many rich
; as having nothing, and

yet possessing all things.” 2 Cor. vi. 10. And what depth of

poverty was there in the enterprising churches of Macedonia. “In

a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep

poverty abounded into the riches of their liberality.” Indeed the

sufferings of the disciples in the first ages of the church of Christ,

and in almost every stage of its aggression on the powers of dark-

ness since that time, are most exactly described in the apostle Paul’s

remarkable account of the sufferings of God’s faithful people before

his time. They “had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea,

moreover of bonds and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were

sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword, they wan-

dered about in sheep-skins and goat-skins, being destitute, afflicted,

tormented
;
(of whom the world was not worthy) ; they wandered in

deserts, and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.” Heb.

xi. 36—39.

We have not time, nor is it necessary, to go into the history of

the propagation of the gospel. The Lord’s ways of planting his
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religion, and making it take deep root, in different ages and differ-

ent portions of the earth, are higher than ours, and his thoughts

than ours. But we are well assured that he makes much use of

suffering. That Christ’s people may know him and the power of

his resurrection, they must have “ fellowship in his sufferings.”

Phil. iii. 10. Like the holy Apostle, they must in their measure

“ fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ.” Col. i. 24.

We may be sure, that if severe trials come not in one form, they

will in another. Where do we find reason to believe that a pure,

vigorous, enterprising, glorious church of Christ can be formed out

of the corrupted, debased masses of heathenism, but by a process

that shall reach and dissolve, as it were, the very elements of

society ?

As it -is not in the power of man to create the new community,

so neither is it in his power to build it up. The whole must be

referred to the wisdom and grace of God our Saviour. Apart from

that wisdom and grace, the whole will seem to us an impossibility.

But as in ages past, God will complete what he begins. In ways

we now think not of, he will provide employment and sustenance

for the outcast convert and for his starving family ; and all the more

readily and better, perhaps, for missionaries attending only to the

especial work he has given them to do.

We should not do justice to our convictions, were we to close our

reply to your interesting memorial without saying plainly, that we
believe our Board of Missions will more effectually promote the ob-

ject you have in view, in the end, by restricting the use of its

funds wholly to the direct propagation of the gospel among you.

If persons are instructed in secular pursuits, and if temporal distress

be relieved, it should be by private charity. This we believe to be

as true of all missionary societies, as it is of the American Board.

If they connect temporal objects, however excellent in themselves,

with their spiritual object of eternal and inconceivable value, the

result will be to secularize and to weaken and ultimately to destroy

the missionary work. The whole strength and safety of that work

are in its spirituality. It includes all that is embraced in the high

command to publish the gospel abroad through the earth
; and it

includes no more ; and missionary societies, as such, should be asked

to do no more than this.

We trust, beloved brethren in Christ, that you will be strong in

faith, and will labor in the good work of the Lord, believing that.
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somehow, He will, in his own time and way, give you a place and

an inheritance in the land wherein you dwell, and will make you

a blessing in all its length and breadth. The more converts and

churches are multiplied, and the more patiently they endure as

seeing Him who is invisible, the sooner will you attain conceded

rights that shall be respected in the great social body. Let your

grand effort then be, through God’s grace, to multiply converts and

churches, wherever you can exert your influence; and the Lord

crown your labors with success.

We are, dear Brethren,

Yours in Christian bonds,

R. ANDERSON,
A. C. THOMPSON,

Deputation.
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